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[DEDICATIO N. 


Moſt Reverend, and Right Reverend Faibers, 


IE candid Acceptance my laſt Tract 


met with from your Grace, and Lord- 
ſhips, intitled, An Altempt to promote 
due Love and Unity between the 
Church of Eugland and the Diſſenters, 
who are Calviniſts, by ſetting down the Thirty nine 
Articles in one Column and the Articles of thoſe 
Diſſenters in another, that every 1mpartial Perſon 
may diſcover, that we all agree in every eſſential 
Point, which has emboldened me, moſt kumbly to 
offer this to your Grace and LordſhipsConſiderations 
for where can mean Men of the Vallies look, but to 
Beacons, that are placed in ſuch high Stations in the 
Church, to give an Alarm when our religious 
Truths are mvaded, which are more preciousto the 


Faithful than Gold that periſhetk, And I cannot 


think that your Lordſhips will be diſpleaſed with 
me, for you all know we are equally imbarked in 
the ſame common Cauſe with the real Church of 
England, againlt the Jefuits of the Church of Rome, 
who never laboured with more Induſtry chan they do 
now, to gain Profelytes to that Church; for they lye 
like fo many Vuitures in the Bowels of the Nation, 
to eat out the Vitals of the Proteſtant Religion: 


And I cannot help r er with Dr. Edwards and 
| A 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Prynne (neither of which are blamable for not 
ſpeaking the Truth, but for ſpeaking too much 
Truth) that this Evil is owing to the greater Part of 
the Clergy, having forſaken the good old Dottrines 
of the Reformation : Be pleafed to take what the 


former ſays in his ſecond Part of the Preacher, Page 


14. ey 
Me are to remember, that the Doctrines of God's 
eternal Decrees, Juſtification by Faith alone, c. 
were the great Barriers againſt Popery at the Refor- 
mation, Thefe were a good Hedge and Fence to 
keep us from approaching too near to the Roman 
Church; and therefore now they being thrown a- 
way by ſo many of our chief Churchmen, it is to be 
feared it will be difficult to preſerve ourlelves from 
coming too cloſe. Indeed we begin to come into 
Favour with the great Men of the Roman Church, 
they obſerving we are not ſuch warm Proteſtants as 
we uſed to be, and that we flinch from ſome of our 
received Principles. Arminianiſin biings us near to 
them, and admits us into their Society and Friend- 
ſhip, as we fee how F. Simon careſſes our Engliſh 
Divines. We may fay, faith he, of the Eng! 
Epiſcoparians, what Cardinal Pallavicini ſpoke on 
the like Occaſion, of ſome learned Proteſtants, that 
they were rather no Catholicks than Hereticks.” 
And again in the ſame Place, The true Religion 
of the Church of England differs very little from the 
Roman Religion, in outward Appearance. The 
Reaſon is, becauſe we have let go ſeveral of our 
Doctrines, which heretofore we openly aflerted and 
maintained, and whereby we are diſtinguiſhed from 
Papiſts, I mean the Doctrines of eternal Election, 
original Sin, the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs, &c.” 

Theſe Doctrines were heretofore held by all our 


Proteſtant Divines, and oppoſed by none, but the qu, 
Writers of the Church of Re. We are juſtified WF 


by 
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by our Works, and by our inherent Righteouſneſs, 
f and not by our Saviour's imputed Righteouſneſs, ſay 
5 the Papiſts: And accordingly Biſhop Hall reckons 
2 this among the Popith Points. And we know that 
s the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs was the 

Doctrine of the Proteſtants, by Bellarmin's particu- 


's lar and ample Anſwers (ſuch as they are) to all their 
a Aroumeints for it; as we ſee in his Book of Juſtifi- 
. cation by Works, and the like, among the Doc- 
o  tiincsof the Romyhb Church. And at the latter End 
* of our Confeſſion of Faith, annexed to our Prayers, 
= we may ſce that Frec-will is ranked with the Maſs, 
« + Purgatory, Prayers to Saints, and other Popiſh 
n 1} Doctrines: And yet tho' Free-wil], Juſtification by 
= Works, Sc. are both by our own Church and that 
n, of Rome, accounted Parts of Popery, they are en- 
48 tertained and profeſſed by our Divines at this Day. 
ur And it is worth our obſerving again (for, as I te- 
to member, I mentioned it before) that the very ſame 
d- Individual Arguments which Bellarmin, the Roman 


2 Champion, uſes againſt the Imputation of Chriſt's 
2 Righteouſneſs to Believers, and againſt Juſtification 


on by Faith, are uſed by our Preachers and Writers; 
at yea the very ſame individual Texts are quoted by 
* them, and managed with the ſame Turn of Art, 
on and with the ſame Air of Sophiſtry. | 
he Now, ſor our Divines thus to take Part with the 
he Church of Rome in theſe Doctrines, is a very high 
ur Crime, in my Judgment: And I will give this one 
nd Reaſon here for what I ſay. They are the Articles 
m and Doctrines of our Church, that chiefly conſti- 
on, tutes a Chriſtian Church; and therefore here we 
ul- ſhould be moſt concerned: And they are theſe that 


chiefly diſtinguith us from the Church of Rome; for 
there are ſome external Rites and Ceremonies that 
are common to us both; and the eccleſiaſtical Go- 
WF” vernment and Diſcipline of both Churches are in 
Part the ſame, but they are the Articles and Doc- 


trines 
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trines that make the grand Difference between us; 
and accordingly we ought to keep theſe up with 
great Ca-e and Diligence. Theſe are our Shibbo- 
leth; by pronouncing theſe we are Known to be 
What we are, not to derogate in the leaſt from the 
eftabliſhed Conſtitution, I may truly fay, that I ne- 
ver heard à ſober Man aſſert, that Epiſcopacy, and 
the Diſcipline that gots along with it, are eſſential, 
or abſolutely neceſſary to the Church; that is, that 
the Church ceaſes to be, if they are wanting. Our 
Church, according to the Conceſſions of ſome 
learned Men among us, might be a true Church 
without them, but ſhe can't without her Doctrines. 
It is this that makes the ſubſtantial Diſtinction be- 
tween a true and a falſe Church, but the othet 
Things do not. Hence we ſee how reaſonable, yea 
how neceſſary it is to look after our Doctrines, and 
to maintain the and keep up the Principles of our 
Chriſtianity, and ſuffer me to tell you, my Bre- 
thren, that this is the right Way to ſettle Unity and 
Uniformity among us, which have been ſo much 
talk'd of, tho? they that urge them moſt, are gene- 
rally leaſt concern'd for them ; that is, they are 
careleſs in uſing the right Means in order to it. 
Talk no longer of Union in the Church, till you u- 
nite in Doctrines, in a joint Profeſſion of the divine 
Truths, which our Church itſelf hath commended 
to you, and which our firft Re formers recommended 
to us. They knew right well what Doctrines were 
popiſn; and we are taught by them in the Ar- 
ticles and Homilies, what are the contrary to them. 
It is our Baſineſs now to aſſert and defend theſe latter, 
and to take all poſſible Precautions for preventing 
and hindering the corrupting of them, leſt una- 
wares we run further into Popery. Thus far the Dr. 

Mr. Prynne ſays, * Take a ſpecial Care and Or- 
der that the two famous Univerſities of our King- 
dom (the ver Nurſeries andSecd-plots of our Church) 
may 
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may be defecated and purged from all poiſonous, 
Popiſh, and Arminiau Doctrines, and that all ſuch 
Heads and Fellows of Colleges, together with all 
our other Divines, who are either notoriouſly known 
or juſtly ſuſpected to be the chief Abettors, Heads, 
or Patriots of the Arminian, or Popiſh Cauſe or 
Faction, may be ſpeedily convened before a ſelect 
Com, mittee, aſſiſted by ſome orthodox, choice, and 
prime Divines, and Prelates, be there interfogated, 
examined in all the now controverted Points of Po- 
pery and Arminianiſin, and upon their juſt Convic- 
tion or Attainder of all, or any of the foreſaid 
Points, to be enjoin'd a particular and open Recan- 
tation of them in Writing, to which they ſhall 
ſubſcribe their Names, ſo far forth as they are diſ- 
ſanant either from the Homilies, Articles, and e- 
ſtabliſhed Doctrines of the Church of England or 
Ireland, or from the five Concluſions and Reſoluti- 
ons of the Synod of Dort, or elſe upon Refuſal of 
ſuch Recantation and Subſcription, to be immedi- 
ately deprived of all eccleſiaſtical and ſpiritual Pro- 
motions whatſoever, 

Theſe are the Ways and Courſes, in my raw Con- 
ceit (which I humbly ſubmit to your mature Judg- 
ments) to quit and free our Church from all our 
preſent, and to bulwark and ſecure them againſt all 
future, home-bred Oppoſites and Preſſures whatſo- 
ever. Now he that has put that Zeal, that Care 
and Courage into your pious Hearts, as to ingage 
yourſelves in the Defence and Patronage of our 
Church and Faith, which are now beſet, and vio- 
lently aſſaulted by Troops of foreign and domeſtick 
Enemies, who would ſpoil and cheat us of them to 
vur Faces; inſpire you with ſuch heavenly Wiſdom 
from above, as may pitch you on the beſt, ſpeedieſt 
and ſafeſt Projects, for the Extirpation and Suppreſ- 
ſion of all your open or concealed Foes ; the vin- 
dicating their former Purity and Freedom; the E- 

; ſtabliſhment 
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ftabliſhment of their future Peace, and the per- 
ennious Preſervation and Propagation of that pure, 
orthodox, and ſincere Religion, which we yet en- 
oy; which Religion, as it is the Breath and fra— 
grant Odour of our Noſtrils, the Delight and Plea- 
ture of our Eyes, the ſweeteſt Harmony and Mu- 
fick to our Ears, the moſt luſcious LToney and Man- 
na to our Palates, the moſt raviſhing Joy and ſa- 
tisfactory Contentment to our Hearts (the only 
Food, Eſſence, Life and Being of our Souls, the 
grand Procurer of all our outward Comfort and 
Proſperity, the only Author of our Peace and 
Welfare, the moſt tranſcendent Glory and Honour 
of our Nation; the Brazen-Wall, the ſtrongeſt 
Fence and Bulwark of our Kingdom; the chiefeſt 


Dread and Terror to our Enemies, the- ſole Encou- 


ragement and Comfort of our Confederates; the 
fundamental Prop and Pillar of our State; the on- 
ly Pawn and Evidence of our future Hopes, and 
Happineſs, and the only Pole-Star, Way, and Paſ- 
Age to conduct and lead us unto Chriſt, to God, to 
Heaven, and eternal Bliſs (all Motives to prize and 
hold it falt in-theſe degenerating, declining, and 
revolting Times) ſo if we once but ſlack our Hold, 


or let it go, (it being the very Rock on which 


our Church, our Kingdom, and we all do reſt and 
anchor) both Church and State, ourſelves, our 
Souls, and all we now poſſeſs are wreck'd and loſt 
for ever: Wherefore, Right Chriſtian Worthies, 
whatever becomes of other outward Privileges and 
hereditary Liberties (the Violation or Loſs of 
which you cannot. brook with any Patience, where- 
as the condeſcending to them alone would win 
your Hearts and Purſes too) be fure to hold faſt, 
and guard this main Foundation, whereon our 
Church and Kingdom, we and ors, ſtand, againſt 
all cozening  Underminers, and Foxes whatſoever, 
who labour for to blow it up. If this be ſafe, our 
Church 
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Church, our King, our Kingdom, our Lives, our 
Goods, our Libertits, are all ſecure z we need not 
tear what, $p2in, what France, what Man can do 
unto us; for then God is ours, Chriſt is ours; the 
Holy Ghoſt is ours; Angels and Men, and all the 
Hoſts and Creatures of Heaven and Earth, yea 
Earth and Heaven itſelf, and all is ours : All theſe 
will take our Parts, and plead our Cauſe againſt our 
Enemies; and if theſe be for us, who can be againſt 
us? Bur if they be once endanger'd, and raz'd but 
a little, O then we fink, we droop, we periſh! 
Our God, our Crown, our Peace, our Glory, our 
Wealth, our Libertics, and all thoſe ſundry Maga- 
Zines, and Heaps of Bleſſings which we now enjoy. 
will forthwith take their Wings and fly away, an 
leave us deſtitute, helpleſs and forlorn in thoſe o- 
verwhelming Storms and bitter Floods of Miſery, 
Bondage, Sorrow, Want, and Woe, which ſhall 
even break our Hearts, and cruſh our Bones, and 
ſink our Souls in endleſs Horror and Deſpair. O! 
therefore look betimes to this Foundation, which 
now begins to ſhake, to totter, to moulder by De- 
grees. Settle but this right, and root out all thoſe 
domeſtick Roman and Arminian Pioneers, who dig 
ſo deep, and faſt, to undermine it; and then 
both Church and State will ſoon be ſettled in their 
former Peace and Happineſs. O! conſider, that the 
preſent Totterings, Declinings, and Ruins of our 
State ariſe from the Waverings, Waſtings, and 
Backſlidings of our Church. Our State and King- 
dom now decline ſo faſt, and haſten to the Period 
of their former. Glory, becauſe our Church, our 
Faich, our Love to God and our Religion, loſe their 
Ground. Our Realm is full of Factions and Divi- 
ſions, becauſe our Church is ſo. Popery, Arminia- 
niſi, falſe Doctrines, Sin, and all Prophaneneſs 
have over-{pread our Church, yea, waſted and 
_ Corrupted our Religion. No Wonder then, if 

| | Preſſures, 
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Preſſures, Grievances, Loſſes, Croſſes, Penury, 


Miſery, Beggary, Shame, and a World of other 
Evils do now annoy our State. Our State-Enemies 
are no other than our Church-Enemies : Our State- 
Grievances are no other than the Fruits and Iflues of 
our Chuich-Annoyances, which trouble, oppreſs 
and undermine our Church, and our Religion 
and then our State and Kingdom will be ſettled and 
freed from thoſe many Preſſures, Miſeries and Af- 


flictions which they now ſuſtain, and not before. 


In vain is it to mend the Tiles and Upper Rooms, 
till the Foundation is repair*d ; in vain to do an 

Labour to repair the Deck, while the Keel is full of 
Leakes; whilſt the Head and Heart is ſick, the 
other Members cannot proſper. Never look 
that our Heart-ſick, dying and decaying State 
ſhould thrive and Aouriſh, till our Church be healed 
and recovered. Go on and haſten therefore with 
this main and weighty Cure, and have a ſpecial Eye 
to this cozening and infectious Plague-Sore, and the 
great Phyſician both of Soul and Body, ſo bleſs and 
aid you in all your good Endeavours ; that all the 
feſtering Wounds and Sores of our gangrened and 
conſuming Church and State, may now receive a 


full, compleat, and preſent Cure, and be reduced 


to their perfect Health and Soundneſs, that ſo our 
Wilderneſs may be like Eden, and our Delert as 
the Garden of the Lord ; that our waſte Places may 
be comforted, and all our languiſhing, ſad and 
drooping Hearts repleniſhed and quickened up a- 
cain with Joy and Gladneſs, with Thankſgiving 
and the Voice of Melody; that you and J, and all 


the People of the Land may be ſent away unto our 


Tents and Habitations, glad and merry in Heart 
for all the Goodneſs that the Lord hath ſhewn to 
David and Solomon, to our King and to our Church, 
to our State, and to Jael, we his People, by this 
your happy and much deſired Meeting; and let all 


char 


—— WS. ifs. 


bp, vv Ig 


Py bas &f Pio. (> = TT (0 — „ 


The DEDICATION, x1 


that love our David, our Solomon, and our 1/rael, 
fay Amen. | 
Before I cloſe this Dedication, let me be per- 
mitted to ſpeak my Mind freely. I verily believe 
that was the ſtanding Laws of the Nation as much 
ſubverted as the good old orthodox Doctrines of 
the Church of England are by the Arminian Clergy ; 
and the People were really ſenſible of it; they would 
all riſe up as one Man, to have this Grievance re- 
dreſſed; and if theſe five brazen Pillars of the 
Church of England are taken away, then the Church 
muſt fall of Courſe, and another Church be raiſed 
in its Place, But what Pillars of Popery can be 
brought to bear up this Structure, but the five rot- 
ten Pillars of Popery,that our godly Reformers,and 
holyMartyrs,and theſe twelve Right Reverend Biſhops 
threw down before they went to Glory ? God for- 
give the People of England for their Luke-warmneſs 
and Cowardice, a great Part of which look with a 
cloſer Inſpection into the Things of this periſhing 
World, than into thoſe Things that concern their 
eternal Salvation. Now, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in- 
ſpire all your Lordſhips with a Zeal for rectifying 
theſe Diſorders in Doctrines, ſo that the good old 
Doctrines may be heard again in all the Pulpits of 
2 Lordſhips Dioceſſes, and ſhine in their native 
Luſtre, is the ſincere Deſire, and hearty Prayer of, 


Your Grace s, and Loraſhips, | 
Moſt dutiful, and moſt bumble Servant, 


Blackman-Street, JonaTHan WARNE. 
Southwark, ; 


b | THE 


CanDiDd READER, 


== Henever I look into Mr. Fox's Matys 
il rology, and there behold the Pictures 
of thoſe godly Martyrs and holy Con- 
ers, lifting up their Hands and Eyes 
AA towards Heaven, ſurrounded with thefag= 


mn gots and Flames, I am filled with great 
Sprrow,to think that thoſe thatſucceed them ſhould throw 
ſe much Contempt on them, as to propagate Doctrines 
contrary to thoſe they died in the firm Belief of; bus 
ſe it is, I can truly ſay, and for 4 Proof of it I will 
here bring you the Words of a Clergyman, that lives in 
iÞe City of London at this Time. 

r Mr. Seagrave ſoith, Modern Divinity may be de- 
fined a Moral Scheme, ta ken up fromtheTime of Archbiſhop 
Laud, conſiſting in this Poſition, that a Chriſtian's eternal 
Happineſs depends in the Main on his own Endeavours, 
1 ſay on his own virtucus Endeavouis; ſometime: a 
few Werds may be dropt from the Pupit, ſeen: g of 
another Import; but ſuch Mords are vii, rare, and 
eon removed out of Sight again, by the mc 01 Inculca- 
tion; further our Auditors are led 79 appre d, that 
1 Repentance, Faith and the like are attainalie by the 
| Exertion of a Perſon's natural Faculties and gbilities; 
| whereas our Articles hold the continual Neceſſity of Su- 
I pernataral Aſſiſtance on this Head, and that both Sal- 
$ 
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vation and this Aſſiſtance proceeds from the diſcrimina- 
ling Favour of God, only Morality is a very good Thing 
in its Place, but out of its Place it is a very bad Thing, 
when Morality is made to poſſeſs the Place of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, imputable to us inſtead of our own (for our 
own is conſtant Filthineſs with reſpect to God, and when 
charged with ſo great an Office) it is abſolutely a ruin- 
ous Thing, an unhappy Deception, and the greateſt Bar 
in the World, to prevent a due Faith, going about to 
eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, with a View to be 
ſaded by it ; Men are ignorant of that New Righteouſ- 
neſs which hath been formed by the Council of God a- 
lone, adequate to this End, Sin itſelf does not ſhut out 
ſo many from entering into the Kingdom of God, as 
human Righteouſneſs miſ-applied, Nature muſt ſubmit 
to accept an entire new Cloathing, inſtead of its own 
Righteouſneſs, which the Glory of God will not per- 
mit to have properly the leaſt Place in the Matter af- 
terwards ; indeed it muſt be loo d for, that is, among 
theFruits andEvidences of Faith upon a Foot of Gratitude, 
and glorifying God,who has really left us nothing mere, 
nothing beſides to do; this Language formerly filled our 
Pulpits (as univerſally as the moral Scheme does now) 
and held out to an Audience a comfortable Light ; this 
Language ſubſiſts at preſent. amonſt the Diſſenters, 
which I fear may be Part of the Reaſon why the Cler- 
gy have left it, and given into a new Language. 

To caſt Man's Salvation upon Terms and Conditions 
inſtead of Free-Grace, is properly no Goſpel at all; it 
78 the Law ſtill, nay it brings with it more impracticable 
Terms than the Moſaic Law ; becauſe its Purity and 
Precepts are more extenſrue and refined, the Goſpel 
would be very improperly glad Tidings were this theCaſe, 
its excellent Morality was never de/jgned, whereby Per- 
ſons are to be ſaved; but it ſhews that Perſons who 
have been ſaved by Chriſt are wrought upon by bis 
Grace, to produce ſuch good Works : The grand Bene- 
Jt of Chriſt is never experimentally received by 2 
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Man, till be jubmits to receive him freely; after this 


Morality may be introduced, and recommended by @ 
Preacher, as much as he pleaſes : and I will add, 
ought too, befere its a ruinous Interpaſition, and a con- 
tinual Bar caſt in the very Way. There is no mid- 
dle Way to immortal Happineſs, no Medium between 
Merit and Free-Grace, ourſelves or the Meſhah. A4 
Believer is not ſaved parily by himſelf and partly by 
Chriſt to make up his Defecis, but he is ſaved by the 
whole Satisfaction, and whole Morality of Chriſt, ſet 
to him inſtead of his own before he was born into 
the World. Modern Preachers repreſent, that Chri- 


ſtians are ſaved by what Criſt will do and will accom- 


Pliſb, in Caſe of certain Performances on their Paris; 
the old Divinity repreſents, that a Chriſtian is ſaved 
by what Chriſt has done and has accompliſhed, the intel- 
ligent Reader will here obſerve a wide Difference, per- 
haps ſo wide, that one is believing, and the other is no 
better than disbeheving, one holds Men in Bondage of 
Spirit and Confuſion ,, the other brings them into per- 
felt Light ;, this old Scheme is undoubtedly the Scheme 
of the Articles, and the Intention of their Compilers, 
as appears by the concurrent Writings publiſhed in that 
Age, and indeed is the general Scheme of the whole 
Proteſtant Church Abroad in Germany, Swiſlerland, 
France and Holland. 

I have brought in a Company of as godly learned 
Mens Judgments, as any have been in the World fince 
the Apoſtles Time, to ſhew the Truth of the Defrines 
of the Reformation; and ſhall not we that profeſs 
ourſelves Proteſtants, have a high Value for ſuch Per- 
ſons that ſtood againſt the Church of Rome like a bra- 
ſen Wall; let me here give you what Mr. Jenks Rec- 
tor of Harley, in Shropſhire ſaith, in his Sub- 
miſſion to the Righteouſneſs of God, in the Preface. 
Now if in Sticking ſo cloſe to the Articles and Ho- 
milies of the Church, which I am ſure I do, as 1 
really believe, I alſo do ta the Goſpel of our Lord, I 
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vation and this Aſſiſtance proceeds from the diſcrimina- 
ling Favour of God, only Morality is a very good Thing 
in its Place, but out of its Place it is a very bad Thing, 
when Merality is made to poſſeſs the Place of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, imputable to us inſtead of our own (for our 
own is conſtant Filthineſs with reſpect to God, and when 
charged with ſo great an Office) it is abſolutely a ruin- 
ous Thing, an unhappy Deception, and the greateſt Bar 
in the World, to prevent a due Faith, going about to 
eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, with a View to be 
Javed by it; Men are ignorant of that New Righteouſ- 
neſs which hath been formed by the Council of God a- 
lone, adequate to this End, Sin itſelf does not ſhut out 
ſo many from entering into the Kingdom of God, as 
human Righteouſneſs . 29 Nature muſt ſubmit 
to accept an entire new Cloathing, inſtead of its own 
Righteouſneſs, which the Glory of God will not per- 
mit to have properly the leaſt Place in the Matter af- 
terwards; indeed it muſt be look*d for, that is, among 


theFruits andEvidences of Faith upon aFoot of Gratitude, 


and glorifying God,who has really left us nothing mere, 
nothing beſides to do; this Language formerly filled our 
Pulpits (as univerſally as the moral Scheme does now) 
and held out to an Audience a comfortable Light ; this 


Language ſubſiſts at preſent amonſt the Diſſenters, 


which I fear may be Part of the Reaſon why the Cler- 
gy have left it, and given into a new Language. 

To caſt Man's Salvation upon Terms and Conditions 
inſtead of Free-Grace, is properly no Goſpel at all; it 
is the Law ſtill, nay it brings with it more impracticable 
Terms than the Moſaic Law); becauſe its Purity and 
Precepts are more extenſtue and refined, the Goſpel 


would be very improperly glad Tidings were this theCaſe, 


its excellent Morality was never deſigned, whereby Per- 


ſons are to be ſaved ;, but it ſhews that Perſons who 


have been ſaved by Chriſt are wrought upon by his 
Grace, to produce ſuch good Works : The grand Bene- 
fu of Chriſt is never experimentally received by ©. | 
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Man, till be jubmits to receive him freely ; after this 


Morality may be introduced, and recommended by @ 
Preacher, as much as be pleaſes : and I will add, 


ought too, befere its a ruinous Interpoſition, and a con- 


tinual Bar caſt in the Very V. ay. There 1s no mid- 
dle Way to immortal Happineſs, no Medium between 


Merit and Free-Grace, ourſelves or the Meſſiah. A. 


Believer is not ſaved parily by himſelf and partly by 
Chriſt to make up his Defecis, but he is ſaved by the 
whole Satisfattion, and whole Morality of Chriſt, ſet 
to him inſtead of his own before he was born into 


the World. Modern Preachers repreſent, that Chri- 
ſtians are ſaved by what Chriſt will do and will accom- 


Pliſb, in Caſe of certain Performances on their Parts 
the old Divinity repreſents, that a Chriſtian is ſaved 
by what Chriſt has done and has accompliſhed , the intel- 
ligent Reader will here cbſerve a wide Difference, per- 
haps ſo wide, that one is believing, and the other is no 
better than disbelieving, one holds Men in Bondage of 
Spirit and Confuſion, the other brings them into per- 
feft Light ,, this old Scheme is undoubtedly the Scheme 
of the Articles, and the Intention of their Compilers, 
as appears by the concurrent Writings publiſhed in that 
Age, and indeed is the general Scheme of the whole 
Proteſtant Church Abroad in Germany, Swiſlerland, 
France and Holland. 

1 have brought in a Company of as godly learned 
Mens Jud mens, as any have been in the World ſince 
the Apoſtles Time, to ſhew the Truth of the Dofrines 
of the Reformation; and ſhall not we that profeſs 
ourſelves Proteſtants, have a high Value for ſuch Per- 
ſons that ſiood againſt the Church of Rome like a bra- 
ſen Wall; let me here give you what Mr. Jenks Rec- 
tor of Harley, in Shropſhire ſaith, in bis Sub- 
miſſion to the Righteouſneſs of God, in the Preface. 
Now if in Sticking ſo cloſe to the Articles and Ho- 
milies of the Church, which I am ſure I do, as 1 
really believe, I alſo do ta the Goſpel! of our Lord, I 
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mit be fain to diſſent from ſome Fathers and Sons of the 


Church; yet it is no ſmall Relief to me, that I have 


with me not only all the Reformed Churches Abraad ; 
but as far es can learn, all the beſt Biſhops and the 
greateſt Mertbies that ever preſided over our Church, 
for zealous D:fenders of this Faith; ſo that if I la- 
bour und:r Miſtakes about the Matter whereof I treat, 
(as I know who twill think I do) I have the good Hap 


10 be miſtaken with the greateſt and beſ? Company in the 


World.” 
I heartily wiſh that every Family in his Majeſty's 
Dominions, had one of theſe excellent Man's Books, 
bis Quotation is taken out of. 
J heartily wiſh the Clergy had a greater Value for 
the Works of thoſe Worthies, that were Burning and 
Shining Lights once in this Nation; but it was what a 
hearty Love of the Church of England lamented in his 
Time, I mean Mr. William Prynne, in his Preface 
io the Reader, in the old Antitheſis to new Arminia- 
niſm. Saith be, Jo incourage learned Readers, e- 
ſhecially ou? young, ungrounded Scholars and Divines, 
2who deſire Satisfaftion in theſe Controverſies, to read, 


wet ſtudiouſiy to peruſe the Works of cur unparaleled, 


home-bred Authors, «who are generally honoured in all 
foreign Proteſtant Churches, deſpiſed and neglected no 


<where but at home, and now lately more than ever. 


Strange it is to ſee, and lamentable to conſider how the 


excellent, orthodox, eminenteſt, and learned Impreſſi- 
ons of the moſt tranſparent Lamps and Ornaments of 


our Church, whoſe very Names ſtruck Terror into our 


Romiſh Atver/ary, Admiration into our foreign 


Friends, are now ſo much diſhonour*d, as Prophets for 
the moſt Part, are in their own native Soil, ad Fa- 


ther's Houſe, that many pragmatical Scholars, ſome 


grave, more yourg Divines, who reverence and adore 


all Popiſh School-men, which of ten poiſon and corrupt 


their Fudgments ; they take them for Saints, or Petty- 
Gods, and diſdain to peruſe, much leſs ſubſcribe to their 


Home- 


. 
. 
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H ome-Divines, accounting it a * e to their 
reading ſo much, as once to vouch them, unleſs it be by 
Way of Cenſure or Controul. How venerable are the 
Names and Memories? How fweet, how graceful the 
poiſenous Works of Aquinas, Lombard, Scotus, 
Suarez, Bellarmin, and ſuch like Popiſb School-men, 
whom many make the Ground-work and Foundation of 
their Divinity; Studies, whence they ſmell and ſtink of 
Popery and Neutrality to their own Perdition, and our 
Church's Prejudice, unto ſome who cannot brook the 
honourable Names and pious Works of Calvin, Beza, 
Zanchius, Junius, or other orthodox, foreign Proteſ- 
tants, much leſs magnify the venerable Names and 
Writings of our own Martyrs, Bucer, Tindal, Jew- 
el, Fox, Whitaker, Fulke, Babington, Reynolds, 
Perkins, Willet, Abbot, Field, White, Belſon, 
Morton, Carlton, Uſher, Prideaux, Benefield, 
and the like, who far tranſcend all Popiſh Writers, not 
only in orthodox Matter, but in Art, Solidity, and 
Dep:h of Learning. Alas! it grieves me to conſider, 
and I hope our vigilant Watchmen will lay it near to 
Heart, as being an ominous Preſage to our religious 
 Downfal, if it be not in Time prevented, that not on- 

ly all Kind of Arminian, but even of Jeſuitical Po- 
piſh Books, which have arrived here of late in great 
Variety, without the leaſt Reſtraint, are now more 
diligently enquired after, more ſpeedily and greedily 
bought up, more commonly read, and vended, tho* at 
excelſive Rates; more generally quoted, more plaufibly 
vouched in Sermons, Schools, and Writings, more 
bighly magnified in the Hearts and Lips of many, than 
the beſt and learnedeſt of all foreign or our own unmatch- 
eaPrateſtantWriters,whoſe Impreſſions almoſt canker for 
Want of Uſe, and ſometimes periſh in the Printer's 
Hands for Want of Chapmen for to vend them. It is 
the Policy of aur Romiſh Achitophels to train up their 
Scholars in their own Popiſh Authors, and to inhibit 
ihe. Tranſportation, much more the reading of any Pro- 


teftant, 


— — & my * 9 . 
[I —— ag —— —ů—[ ng 
Eon ² cr SE S SI 
= — - — * þ — — 9 
— 822 - g 
* — 3 - — _ - — — & * * 


ſßã5ö . 
- - — 5 - 


—— —— — 


- — —ͤ—ũ—ũ— << as 


— — _— 


— —— 5 


A3 


* = _ 
3 — >. ke - 

— —— — — 
- ” © - WW” > — - 

— - — .- — 


- xvii Fe PREFACE. 


teſtant, yea of ſome Popifſh Writers, cuit bout a ſpeciat 
Licence, under Pain of their Inquiſition Slaughter- 
Houſe, for Fear they ſhould convince their Readers, 
yea quite ſubvert their Antichriſtian Babel, and ſhake 
the rotten Pillars of their Machiavillian State-Reli- 
gion, made up of Hereſy, Policy, Luxury, Pride, and 
Covetouſneſs, the greateſs Oppoſites to Religion, 
which cannot once withſtand their ſtrong Aſſaults, and 
fall we then give free Allowance to their pernicious 
Books, who thus exile our true Soul- ſaving Authors 2 
Js it no Blow, no Danger, think we, to our Religion, 
10 fuffer or perſuade young Scholars to Skip from Ariſ- 
totle 1% ſome Popiſh School-men, or to give open Hoſpi- 
zality and Free-Welcome to all Popiſb, Arminian, 
and other ſeducing, foreign Writers, which have lately 
turned our Faith into meer doubting, our Religion into 
Queries, our Scriptures into Fancies, our Grace into 
Free-will, or Nature, aur Communion-Tables into Al- 
dars, on, Cathedral praying into piping, our Subſtance 
ino Ceremony, our Devotion into Superſtition, our 
Zeal into Neutrality, our Perſeverance into Apoſtacy, 
and the Certainty of our Salvation into a bare Contin- 
gency. The Apoſtle informs us, that the Spirits of the 
Prophets was ſubjeft unto the Prophets : Let us there- 
fore ſubmit our Spirits to the Spirits and Doctrines of 
all thoſe famous Martyrs, Prophets, and Fathers of our 
Church, and then Popery and Arminianiſm will 
prove odious to us, which have little in them to make 
them amiable, whoſe Father was an Amorite, his Mo- 
ther en Hittite, cor! upt, ambitions, proud; Nature 
was the Father, Pelagius the Midwife, Popery 
the Nurſe, Arminian and Socinius the modern Ad- 
vocates, Champions and Godfathers of this infernal 
Monſter, who profeſſes Hoſtility to the Freedom, So- 
wereignty, Certainty, and Perpetuity of the Grace of 
Goa, and breaks the golden Chain of Salvation, which. 
only links us unto Chriſt,  * © | b 
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Certainly Arminianiſm, whatever ſome Men vain- 
ly dream, is an old condemned Hereſy, raiſed up from 
| Hell, by ſome Feſuits infernal Spirits, to kindle a Com- 

buſtion in Proteſtant-States and Churches, to trample 


under Foot the Sovereignty and Kingdom of God's 


; Grace, and true Religion in all Places, where they 

| reign, that ſo Rome's grand Impoſtor may poſſeſs their 

[ Throne, to make Way for an univerſal, Spanith, pa- 

1 pal Monarchy, which have much enlarged their Domi- 

k nions, by this Church-firing and State-diſturbing Here- 

, ſy; it is a deſperate and bloody Error, which cuts off 

- all Peace, all joyful Comfort of Salvation from the 

- Souls of Men, eſpecially from broken Hearts and 

. wounded Conſciences, to which the Arminian Doc- 

y trines of Free-will, the Reſiſtibility of Grace, conditio- 

2 nal, yea mutable Eleftion, with total and final Apoſta- 

9 cy from a State of Grace, are but ſo many Lectures of 

- Deſpair. | 

e You may here ſee he was a hearty Advocate for the 

r orthodox Doftrines of the Church of England. 1 

8 hope what he hath ſaid will have its due Weight on the | 
- Minds of thoſe that ſhall read it impartially, and | 
e . as for others, it matters not what they ſay or think, | 
— And now, to conciude this Preface, I will jſhew 

f you what a hearty Concern the Reverend Mr. Wadſ- 

* worth had for the Souls of his Pariſhioners. His Words 

IL are : a | 

1 i | 

J- To all the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Newtington- 

* Butts, in the County of Surry, Grace and 

* Peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jeſus 

2 Chriſt. 

al 

— My dear Pariſhioners, . | 

4 OD is my Witneſs how the Salvation of your ne- 


ver- dying Souls is deſcred by me, if I could not 
| have compaſſionated you as Men and Women arawing 
3 near to that Tribunal, where you ſpall (within tbeſe 
C few 
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few Days) receive your final Sentence, either to ever- 
laſtins Happineſs or Torment. ] had never been ſo 
earneſt and importunate with you in my Pulpit, for your 
hearty Entertainment of the Lord Feſus, in a fincere 
Obedience to his Laws, and unfcigned Love of his Per- 


ſon and Benefits, as the Way to eternal Life; and if 


the ſome Love and Ten derneſs had not continued in me, 
I would never have ventured upon this toilſome, labo- 
rious Work of ſending for you Family by Family, to in- 
ſtruct you in the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, through 
whom only you expect to find Salvation, if God ſhall 
make you as willing a People to learn as he has made me 
willing to ſpend and be ſpent in this Service of teaching 


v I fhall have Cauſe to praiſe him to my dying 
D 


ay. 

The God and Father of our Lord Jeſus perſuade 
wvour Hearts to receive his Teachings of you in your Mi- 
niſters, that you may not ſhut the Knowledge of him- 
felf in the Goſpel out of your Doors, which will prove 
of more ſad and dreadful Conſequence to your Souls than 
you imagine. Amen. So prays one that unfeignedly 
loves you, and that is willing to ſacrifice Health, 
Strength, Eaſe, and all ] have in the Service of your 
Souls, | | 


TromMas WADSWORTH. 


Mr. Burkit faith thus to the People of his Charge. 

« muſt acknowledge my conſtant preaching three 
Times e-Week unto you, beſides occaſionally, and viſit- 
ing as often as I could a populous and ſcattering Pa- 
riſo from Houſe to Houſe, among you, which I have 
elways accounted a moſt important Part of my Duty, 
but thus much I can truly ſay, that, earneſtly imploring 
divine Aſſiſtauce, I have done what I could. My 
WW ork hath been my Recreation, and the Lord accept of 
it, and ſucceed it.” One that lives in the Pariſh of 
Newington ſecmed angry with me for putting this in- 
| - to 


bb dt nt, 


* "I 


The PREFACE. XX1 


to my Book, called Arminianiſm the Back-door to 
Popery, and told me Mr. Wadſworth was a Preſby- 
terian, which brought to my Mind one Thing, which 


das this: I was in apublick Houſe, ſome Years ago; and 


there was a profane Perſon ſwearing at a horrid Rate; 
ſo I reproved him for his Profanations ;and in return he 
ſaid, that Twas a Preſbyterian old Dog. A ſolid, old 


Gentleman was in the Room, roſe up, in a great Paſ- 


ion, and ſaid to bim, You Blockhead, I have a good 
Mind to cane you, for you do not ſee what an Honour 
you put upon the Preſtyterians, and a Contempt on your 
Church, juſt as if we had no Men among 1s that 
made Conſcience of profane Swearing, the Application 
75 eaſy. 

I ſhall add no more, but my hearty Prayer to God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that the ſame Spirit 
and Affection may be given to every Preacher of his 
bleſſed Word, that was in theſe two excellent Perſons, 
&c. I would hear ask this one Queſtion, where is two 
fuch Men to be heard of in this whole Nation, among 
thoſe that call themſelves the Clergy ? I wiſh that 
what I have tranſcribed may be bleſjed to ſome of them 
for their Conviftion and Converſion ; and that there 
might be a holy Strife among them, which ſhould preach 
the ſoundeſt Doctrine, and lead the moſs godly Lives; 
end then it is to be hoped that Pride and Avarice, and 
Party-Zeal will fly away like a thick Fog before the 
riſing Sun; which God of his grea! Mercy grant, for 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. 


Yours, 


JonaTHan WARNE, 


Wn : 
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The Reader is deſired, before he reads this Tract, 
to mend theſe Miſtakes with his Pen. 


Page 2, I. 15, for Examination r. exert. p. 17, I. 7. r. Exhort 
to this Duty. p. 32, l. 22, for Carlifte r. Careleſs. p. 61, l. 
9. leave out in. p. 77, 1.19, for or r. ſoon. p. 78, 1. 27, for 
our r. your, p. 85, I. 30. not % in Spirituals. p. 91, I. 35, for 

F r. on. p. 93, 1. 4. leave out are. 
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And in Him all His DiscipLEs and ABETTORS. 


Nformation having been given to the Recorder 
[| of the City and Corporation of Chriſt-Church, 

by Mr. Godly Reformer, to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord Chief Juſtice T74:h, who is al- 
ways ready to redreſs Injuries, and repair Damages; 
hereupon he forthwith granted his warrant, iſſued 
out under the Great Seal, and by the Authority of 
our Sovereign Lord the King of Kings. 

The Warrant runs to this effect: vis. To all 
Mayors, Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, Conſtables 
and Headboroughs, in the Corporation of Chriſt- 
Church, and Kingdom of Great-Britain and Ireland. 

Whereas Information has been given unto the 
Recorder of our Corporation aforeſaid, by the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Gzdly Reformer, of the pernicious Pro- 
ceedings, and unlawtul Behaviour of the atorenamed 
Criminal, who, pretending to join himſelf as a 
Member and Miniſter of the Church of England, 
has, under the Maſk of being her Son, Go 
B anc 


ol 


ſhip, I am one of his Grandſons. 


( 2] 
and ſpread abroad Doctrines as pernicious to the 
Soul, as Poiſon 1s to the Body : 

This is therefore, by the Authority aforeſaid, to 
will and require you, and every one of you, upon 
Sight hereof, forthwith to make diligent ſearch in 
your reſpective Liberties after the Criminal afore- 
ſaid, and when you have apprehended him, to carry 
him to the next Juſtice of the Peace, in order to 
his Commitment, and Appearance at the next Seſ- 
ſions of the Peace to be held in our Corporation, 
and herein you are not to fail, Signed by me Lord 
Chief Juſtice Trath. 

The Warrant was ſent to the High-conſtable 
of the Hundred of Tyy-a!l, and his Name was 
H who having received the Warrant, 
took with him the Petty-Conſtable, whoſe Name 
was Prove-all;, ſo they went to the firſt Pa- 
riſh-Church, and heard him read the Common- 
Prayer, in which are the following Words: Alths* 
we be tied and bound in the Chain of our Sins, yet let 
the Pitifulneſs of thy great Mercy looſe us, for the Ho- 
uour of our Advocate Jeſus Chriſt, This was all good; 
but ſtaying to hear him preach, he began to ad- 
vance the Freedom of Man's Will to do good as 
well as Evil, and we believe the People never per- 
ceived how inconſiſtent and contradictory his Pray- 
ers and Preaching were. They waited on him till 
he came out of the Pulpit, and then ſcized on him, 
and carried him before the firſt Juſtice of the Peace, 
in order to his Commitment and Appearance at the 
next Seſſion of the Peace to be holden in our Cor- 

ration. The Juſace's Name was Examination. 

Juſtice. What may I call your Name? 

James Arminius. 

Juſtice. Are you not one of the Sons of James 
Arminius, Divinity Profeſſor at Leyden in Holland? 

Arminius. Yes, Sir, may it pleale your Wor- 


Juſtice. 
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Juſtice, How then did you come to join yourſelf 
not only a Member, but a Miniſter of the Church 
of England? The Doctrines of which are thoſe of 
Calvin, and are as oppoſite to yours as Light is to 


Darknets. 
Arminius. May it pleaſe your Worſhip, I was 


- ſent when young to the Univerſity, and took that 


Way, the greateſt Part of thoſe called the Clergy 
did: For I thought I muſt not be ſingular, that was 
to make myſelf a Butt for them all to ſhoot at; ſo 
I went with the Multitude. This is the Truth of 

my Caſe, I aſſure your Worſhip. | 
Fuſtice, TI believe this is an honeſt Confeſſion 
for Mt. Fenks confeſſeth partly the ſame in his Pre- 
face to the Submiſſion of the Righteouſneſs of God. 
Saith he, I muſt confeſs that when I ſet out for a 
Preacher, I did appear after the then Mode of a 
« prevailing Party, a Stickler for Pelagus, and what 
&« wanted in Skill I made up in bitter Zeal againſt 
« all that aſſerted and advanced the Faith, which 
e then I was for running down, and that not only 
“ as empty of Truth, but full of Abſurdity, and 
* tho? I law Scriptures, and Articles, and Homilies, 
all ſtanding in my Way, yet being newly come 
from the Fountain of Learning, and obſerving 
* which Way the Stream ran there, and under 
* what extreme Odium was every Thing that was 
«© Calviniſtical (tho* never ſo much the expreſs Doc- 
* trine of the Church of England) and knowing 
* what great Names I had then to credit and 
« ſtrengthen my Cauſe; and proud alſo of ſome ar- 
« guments wherewith I thought myſelf able to de- 
fend it. Thus I drove on for a while in my new 
Province, till it pleaſed the gracious God (who 
„ knew what Need I had to be humbled) in the 
s midit of perfect Health, and all the Favour of 
Men, and Proſperity of the World, to throw me 
down under great and fore Troubles of Mind, 
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te and Doubtings of my State, and Dread of his 
« Wrath: Where, for a long while, I lay, refuſ- 
<« ing to be comforted, yet all that Time not in- 
te termitting the Work of my Place, but was ra- 
ce ther more concerned and ſedulous in it, and (I 
e thought) more aſſiſted and fitted for it than ever 
ce before; and in that School of ſharp diſcipline did 
&« J learn of my heavenly Teacher the Doctrine of 
&« Faith, which ever ſince I have made Conſcience 
cc to maintain with all my Strength; and as I dare 
e not, upon any Temptation whatſoever, offer to 
« oppoſe it myſelf, ſo it touches me in the moſt 
c ſenſible Part to hear any Contempt ſignified a- 
<« oainſt it by others; for thence I take the Old 
“ Man to be up Se defendendo; and I cannot but 


© Jook upon the Pelagian Sentiment, in the Point I 


e oppoſe, as the very Dictates of corrupt Nature, 
© and every unconverted Man, more or leſs, to be 
ce leavened with it; ſo does it claw fallen Man with 
% a good Opinion of himſelf to make him believe, 
& either that he needs no Converſion, or that he is 
C Man ſufficient to do all belonging to it at his own 
6 Pleaſure.” 
Juſtice. Pray, Mr. Conflable, what have you to 
ſay againſt the Priſoner ? : | 
Conſtable, May it pleaſe your Worſhip, I am 
certain he is the Perſon ſpecified in the Warrant 
for he is an Enemy to the true Meaning of the five 
Articles, which are the Matter of Controverſy at 
this Day; and I heard him tpeak againſt them in 
that Sermon he preached at the Time we took him 
up. | 
ice Mr. Arminius, what have you to ſay 
for yourſelf? 
Arminius. May it pleaſe your Worſhip to ac- 
cept of Bail; for J am not willing to go to Priſon. 
Fuſtice, Who are theſe you propole to bail you 2 
| Arminius, 


SH 


Arminius. May it pleaſe your Worſhip, I pro- 


poſe Doctor Hammond and Doctor WY hiloy, they are 


nearly related to me, and in high Eſteem with the 
greateſt Part of the Clergy at this Day. a 

Juſtice. I will take none of their Bail, if you 
have no better you muſt go to Priſon, I aſſure you. 

Arminius, I ſhall call no other; for if ſuch Men 
as they will not do, I can get no better, I am ready 
therefore to go where your Worſhip pleaſes to ſend 
me, ſo the Lord have Mercy on me. 

Juſtice. There is no Miſchief deſigned againſt 
you; but to bring you to a due Senſe of your mi- 
{taken Sentiments; and if it ſhall be the Will of 
God to convince you, I ſhall be heartily glad to hear. 
of it, T aſſure you. You ſhall have the free Liber- 
ty of Pen, Ink and Paper, and all thoſe whom you 
reckon your Friends may be admitted to viſit you. 
We will not ſerve you as Archbiſhop Laud ſerved 
Mr. Prynn, Mr. Burton, and Mr. Baſtwick, whom 
he impriſon'd for writing againſt the Arminians in 
his Time. | 

Arminius, I thank your Worſhip, I hope I ſhall 
not lie long before I have a fair Tryal. I have great 
hopes my Cauſe is good. 

Jiuſtice. No, your Tryal will come on very ſoon. 
Here, Clerk, make his Miltimus. 

Arminius. May it pleaſe your Worſhip to hear 
me, if you ſend me to Priſon for not holding thoſe 
five Points, you may ſend ſome thouſands of my 
Brethren with me, and that would be the Way to 
fill all the Priſons in Great-Britain; fol entreat your 
Worſhip to conſider what you are about to do. 

Juſtice. I thank you for your kind Hint, if I do 
not know how to act I will aſk you, Clerk, write 
his Mittimus. 

Arminius. May it pleaſe your Worſhip to ſuffer 
me to ask you one Queſtion before you proceed a- 
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[6] 
ny farther; Pray by what Authority do you ſend 
a Clergyman to Priſon for his Sentiments ? 

Fudge. That learned Divine, late of the Univer- 
fity of Cambridge, Dr. Edwards, informs us that 
the Clergy of thoſe Times, did as follows, (his 
Words are: Among the Orders and Directions 
for Regulation of the inferior Clergy, drawn up 
by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, this was one, Mr. 
Stripe's Annals, Chap. 15. That incorrigible Arians, 
Pelagians or Free-will Men, be ſent into ſome 
Caſtle in North Wales or Wallingford, there to 
live of their own Labour and Exerciſe; and none 


be ſuffered to reſort to them but their Keepers, 


until they be found to repent them of their Er- 
rors : Then the Dr. faith, Theſe Pelagians or Free- 
will Men, were the ſame that we now call A- 
minians; and ſeeing the Archbiſhgps and Biſhops 
moved that they might be Baniſhed and Severely 
Uſed, we may irrefragably conclude from thence 
their Errors were thought to be very great and per- 
nicious, and that the Arcbbiſbops and Biſhops with 
the generality of the Clergy held the contrary Doc- 
trines: again, this is evident from what Mr. S!ripe 
relates of Cheny, Biſhop of Briſtol, who it ſeems was 
ſuſpected to favour the Auli-Calvinian Opinions, 
namely, that concerning thoſe that oppoſed the Doc- 
trine of Free-will he ſaith thus, They follow much, 
if not too much the Learned of this Time, not con- 
fidering what hath been in the Old Time, Chap. 52. 
Whence it is undeniably manifeſt that the Learned of 
that Time, to wit, at the beginning of Queen E/7- 
zabeth*s Reign, were Calviniſts as to the Doctrine of 
Free-will, which was contrary to that which was 
held in the old Times of Popery ; and from other 
Paſſages in Mr. Stripe's Annals, it appears, that our 
Reformers were Calviniſts as to their Doctrines. I 
cannot forbear giving you one Paragraph more, tho 


it may be a little Digreſſion, the Dr. ſaith, So then 


it 
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it is evident, that we at this Day vary from the firſt 


Reformers, as well as from à higher Rule, the 


Scriptures z I have ſeveral times preſumed to ſet be- 
fore my Brethren theſe two great Standards of 
Truth, and I have ſhewed that Calviniſm is adapted 
to both, tho now tis an unwelcome Doctrine, and 
ſeems to be juſt upon the point of expiring, but let 
me tel: the Reader with its Death will be revived a 
worſe Evil then Arminianiſm, for the the next Scene 
that opens is Socinianiſm, which we ſhould have 
ſeen owned before this Time among us, if the Uni- 
tarians had not unadviſedly interpoſed and took the 
Work out of ſome Mens Hands, and made them 
take other Meaſures; for this is certain, that Armi- 
nianiſm is a Nurſery of Secinianiſm, and we may ſee 
the Arminians and Socinians in ſome conſiderable Re- 
ſpects, take the ſame Rout, and therefore if the for- 
mer be not ſtopt in their Progreſs, I foretell that 
they will aſſuredly and ſpeedily let us know, that 
they are well acquainted with the Polanin Brethren. 

Clerk, write his Mittimus, which ran to this pur. 

rt, | 

To Nathaniel Newman, Priſon Keeper. 

Take into ſafe Cuttody the Body of James Armi- 
nius, the Priſoner, and you ſhall keep him in cloſe 
Cuſtody till he ſhall be diſcharged by due courſe of 
Law, for the which this ſhall be your Warrant. 

Upon which the Conſtable conducted him to 
Priſon, and delivered him with the Mittimus into 
the Hands and Care of the Priſon-Keeper. 

Seſſions being come, the Right Honourable the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Truth fat as Judge, with the 
Honourable Try-Truth, Mayor, and Mr. Godly Re- 
former, Recorder, and the other Juſtices of the 
Peace and Quorum : When the Sheriff command- 
ed the Priſon-Keeper to put James Arminius to the 
Bar, which was done according, | 

Ihen the Judge proceeded to read his Commiſ- 
lion, 


181 
ſion, impowering him to hear Cauſes and deter- 
mine Matters in the Behalf of our Sovereign, and 
the great Charter of the Church of England; the 
Jury being to appear, Mr. Ready Scribe, Clerk of 
the Seſſions, commanded their Names to be called o- 
ver, and Mr. Concord the Cryer called over their 
Names aloud. | 

1 Archbiſhop Uſher, 7 Biſhop Reynolds, 

2 Biſhop Ridley, 8 Biſhop Cooper, 

3 Biſhop Latimer, 9 Biſhop Babbington, 

4 Biſhop Jewel, 10 Biſhop Downham, 

5 Biſhop Davinant, 11 Biſhop Hopkins, 

6 Biſhop Hall. 12 Biſhop Beveridge. 

Good Men and true, ſtand forth and hear your 
Charge, | 

Judge. Moſt Reverend and Right Reverend Fa- 
thers, impanelled on this Jury, you ſhall careful- 
ly hear, and faithfully and impartially try the Cauſe 
depending between our Sovereign and the Priſoner 
at the Bar, and according to the Evidence and 
Oath you have taken, a faithful and true Verdict 
you ſhall bring in, according to the beſt of your 
Underſtandings, and ſo the Lord help and direct 

ou. — 
x Her. James Arminius, hold up your Hand. 

Clerk of the Sefſions. Read his Indictment, which 
run to this Effect. 

James Arminius, thou waſt ordained a Miniſter of 
the Church of England, and when you was collated 
to the Living you now poſſeſs, you Subſcribed to 
all the Thirty Nine Articles, thereby acknowledg- 
ing them all to be true and agreeable to the Holy 
Scriptures, but when you was fixed in your Living and 
ſo faſtned, as no Man could put you out, then you 

at a different Meaning on thoſe Articles, to what 
the Compilers ever meant, and thereby have pre- 
verted the Senſe of them, and many Scriptures, in 


order to make your Notions found the more 1 
| able 
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able in the Ears of thoſe you preached unto, or con- 
verſed with, to the great Damage of the Corporati- 

on of the Church of England, and ſo have ſymbo- 
lized with the Church of Rome, for you are one 
with them, as ſhall be made appear before this Ho- 
nourable Court. 

L. C. J. What canſt thou ſay to this Indict- 
ment, art thou guity or not guilty ? 

Arminius, Not guilty my Lord. 

L. C. J. Who wilt thou be tried by? 

Arminius, By God and the Clergy. 

L. C. F. What Clergy will you be tried by, 
ſurely you are not ſo weak as to think we will try 
you by thoſe, that were and are Arminians, thoſe 
are Enemies to the Doctrines of the Church of En- 
gland, and are not worthy the Name of Clergy, 
which ſignifies Gods Heritage, but it is a hard 
matter to prove you to be ſuch as belong to, or 
have any part in him; when your Doctrines mani- 
feſtly tend to depretiate his Glory. 

Arminius. I intreat your Lordſhip that I may 
have the Priviledges and Liberties of a Free Man; 
there are two of the Jury eſpecially that 1 have great 
reaſon to object againſt, for I know them to be dia- 


* O = . . * 
metrically oppoſite to me, in their Sentiments and in 


their Writings. 


Judge. Who are the Perſons you object againſt? 

Arminius. My Lord there is the Foreman Arch- 
biſhop Ujher, and the laſt Man Biſhop Beveridge, and 
indeed all of them are againſt me, fo I could wiſh 
they where not of the Jury. 

L. C. J. I know they are ſound in the Faith, 
and Holy in their Lives, fo that if you object a- 
gainſt them, by the ſame Rule you may object a- 
gainſt me; ir therefore muſt be either prepoſterous 
Ignorance or Impudence, or both, to make an Ob- 
jection againſt any one of the Jury, knowing they 
were Fathers of that Church, you would be ac- 
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[10] | 
counted a Son of, but they are impannelled; and 
I profeſs, I know not where ſuch another could be 
choſen throughout the whole learned World. Pray 
Mr. Arminius, let me hear you Reply to this Indict- 
| 

Arminius. I hope your Lordſhip will allow me 
Council, for I cannot ſpeak in my own Defence, as 
ſome can. | 

L. GC. J. ou ſhall have the favour of Council. 

Arminius, I thank your Lordſhip. 

L. C. J.) Who do you chooſe for your Council ? 

Arminius. My old Councellor Human Under- 

ſanding, for he was my Father's Council, and my 

Grandfather's; and all our Generations, ſo I deſire 

to have him, and being a near Relation, I hope he - 
will ſtand tightly by me. 

L. C. F. Take him, you will have your own 
way I am well aſſured. 

Attorney General. If your Lordſhip pleaſes I will 
open the Cauſe by way of Breviate, and ſhall diſ- 
cover the Diſpoſition, and manner of Life and Ac-- 
tions of Mr. Arminius ever ſince I knew him? 

L. C. F. Do fo, but with what Brevity you can. 

Attorney, J will with all my Heart comply with 
your Lordſhip's Requeſt : There are, my Lord, four 
Denominations, eſteemed Arminians; the firſt are | 
thoſe of the Church of Rome; the ſecond are cal- 
led General Baptiſts; the third are Quakers ; the 
fourth are thoſe that call themſelves the Church 
of England, but do not Believe her Articles in their 
Grammatical Signification; and theſe latter I judge 
to be the moſt inexcuſable, for the firſt three pre- 
tend nothing but what they really are, and appear to } 
all the World as ſuch, but the laſt are either 1gno- | 
rant or evaſive, and thereby deceive themſelves and 

others, and of this Denomination is the Priſoner at ' 
the Bar, let him deny it 1t can ; for when ſome | 


have been arguing with him about the Orthodox 
Doc» 


6.227 
Doctrine of the Church, he pretends to belong to, 


and has found himſelf confuted, then he replies that 
the Articles, were Articles of Peace and not of 


Faith : But the firſt or ſecond Sunday after he came 


to his Pariſh, which he took upon him to be a 
Watch-Man over, he read them to the People and 
declared his Aſſent and Conſent thereto, as Ortho- 
dox Chriſtian Doctrine before God and Man, and 
to be his real and ſincere Belief. To confirm what 
I have here related of him, I have an Evidence, 
whom I can (if your Lordſhip pleaſes) call into 
Court, who knew him a great while before I did, 
It is Mr. William Prynne. 

L. C. J. Cryer, call Mr. Prynne into Court. 

Cryer. Oyez, Oyez, William Prynne, 

Prynne. Here, Sir. 

L. C. J. Give Mr. Prynne his Oath. 

He is fworn. | 

L. C. J. Do you know the Priſoner at the Barr? 

Prynne. Yes, my Lord, I know him to my Coſt: 
For I loſt both my Ears for writing againſt him, 
and his Brother Archbiſhop Laud, and ſo did Mr. 
Burton and Mr. Baſtwwick, 

L. C. 7. How came that about? 

Prynne. May it pleaſe your Lordſhip and this 
honourable Court, it was for writing a Book called 
The Church of England's old Antitheſis to new Armi- 
nianiſm, which diſturbed Archbiſhop Laud, and 
thoſe of his Sentiments at that Time. *Tis true, 
they made a Handle of the Book I wrote againſt 
the Stage z but the former was what created the 
moſt Uneaſineſs, and when they had cut off all our 
Ears for uniting together to ſuppreſs their heretical 
Notions. They tried us among themſelves in the 
Star-Chamber, and there convicted us without any 
lawful Tryal. The Conſequence of which was, 
that we were impriſoned a Hundred Miles diſtant 
from each other, and were not ſuffered to have 
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[ 72 ] 
Pen, Ink, or Paper, nor any of our Friends to come 
to viſit us, as I have ſet forth at large in my Book 
called, A New Diſcovery of the Prelat's Tyranny. 

L. C. J. Becauſe I have ſeen in all your Writ- 
ings, that you have been a hearty Lover of the 
good old Doctrine of the Reformation; ſo I deſire 
you would give me an Account of what you told 
the Biſhops in your Times, that by ſo doing we may 
find out ſomething that may give us a Light in this 
Tryal; but give it all in Engliſh, that it may be 
eaſter for the Unlearned that hear it, or ſhall read 
it, to underſtand your Meaning. | 

Mr. Prynne. I fear only this, that it will tire 
your Patience, it is ſo long. 

L. C. J. You muſt leave that to us, do your 
Duty and leave the Event. 

Prynne. May it pleaſe your Lordſhip and this 
Honourable Court, the following Letter contains 
what, for the Sake of Truth and true Religion, I 
ventured to ſay unto them. 


To the Right Reverend Fathers in God the Arch- 
biſhops and Biſhops of the Church of England. 


IGH T Reverend Fathers in God, in whoſe 
pious Integrity, and induſtrious Vigilance, the 
chiefeſt Safety; in whoſe Unfaithfulneſs, Negli- 
gence or Inſolidity, the greateſt Hazard; the moſt 
inevitable Danger of our Proteſtant Church, and 
long profeſſed Religion depends, I here moſt hum- 
bly tender unto your fatherly and pious Conſidera- 
tions an uninterrupted Antitheſis of the Church of 
England, from her very firſt Reformation to this 
relent Time, againſt that moſt venomous Semi- 
Pelagian Hereſy, and thoſe Arminian Novelties which 
have of late invaded,yea much endangered her ancient 
eſtabliſhed and prof fled Doctrines, which your ec- 
155 cleſiaſtical 
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cleſiaſtical Dignities and frequent Subſcriptions to 


the Articles, Homilies, and Tenets of our Church, 
engage you in a more eſpecial Manner to protect. 
It is not, yea it cannot be unknown to your Gravi 
ties, that old Pelagius and Fauſtus, who have lain dead 
in their Graves 1100 Years, or more, have, by a 


kind of Pythagorean Metempſychoſis, revived in 


Arminius and his Followers now of late, as Origin, 
Javinian and Priſcillian did in them; and not only 
poke openly againſt the Grace of God, and Doc- 
trincs of our Church, which is miſerable ; but even 
publickly preached and written againſt them in our 
Church, which 1s miſerable, and that without any 
eccleſiaſtical Cenſure or Controul. It was the Com- 

laint of a Reyerend and Learned Prelate of our 
Church, about Ten Years ſince, in an Epiſtle De- 
dicatory to his Majeſty, then Prince of Males, that 
the ſtinking Vapours of Arminius, whoſe Hereſies 
he there learnedly encounters (I mean Robert Abbot, 
Biſhop of Saliſbury) had been blown over from the 
Belgic Stores upon our Engliſh Coaſt, and fo infatu- 
ated ſome of our Divines, that leaving the beaten 
and approved Path of Faith, they betook them- 
ſelves to the crooked Ways of Arminius, deſtroying 
the Articles of our Religion with their Tenets, which 
they had formerly confirmed with their Subſcripti- 


ons, What he lamented and condoled then, we 


have much more Cauſe to complain of now, when 
theſe contagious Vapours have not only dangerouſly 
infected many, but likewiſe animated ſome Goliabs 
to bid Defiance to the Hoſt of Iſrael in Arminius's 
Quarre], and to take up Arms in his Defence againft 
the oft- reſolved and ſubſcribed Doctrines of their 
Mother Church, who has enriched them with ſun- 
dry Favours; and yet alas! the Impugners of Ar- 
minius*s Champions have been ſtigmatiz'd and brand- 
ed with Marks of Infamy and Reproach; whereas 


they were never hitherto publickly conyened by any 


eccleſiaſtical 
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1141 
eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, for theſe their dangerous 
Innovations. 

When theſe Arminian Errors were firſt ſet on foot 
by Barret and Baro, in Queen Elizabeth's happy 
Reign, the Zeal of our reverend Prelates and Uni- 
verſity Heads were ſuch, that they forthwith pro- 
ceeded judicially againſt them, not ſuffering them 
to reſt and harbour in our Church ; but alas! the 
Cowardice, Indulgency, and Lukewarmneſs of our 

e 15 ſuch, that thoſe, who have ſucceeded them 
in their eccleſiaſtical Dignities, but not in Zeal (ſome 
few only excepted, whole Scarcity indears them both 
to God and Man, and 1s a high Addition to their 
Praiſe) have ſcarce ſo much as opened their Mouths 
againſt theſe Arminian Thieves and Robbers, who, 
by their ſecret Policies and public Writings, have 
lately preyed upon the Sheep and Doctrines of our 
Church. 
But, ſince our religious Sovereign has publickly 
profeſſed, in his late Declaration to all his loving 
Subjects, to maintain the true Religion and Doctrine 
eſtabliſhed in the Church of Exgland (of which the 
Anti-Arminian Tenets compriſed in this Antitheſis 
are the chiefeſt Branch) without admitting or con- 
niving at any Backſliding, either to Popery or Schiſm, 
and hath called God to record, that he will never 
give way to the authoriſing of any Thing, whereby 
any Innovation may ſteal or creep into the Church z 
but preſerve that Unity of Doctrine and Diſcipline 


eſtabliſhed in the Time of Queen Elizabeth (in whoſe 


Reign Arminianiſin was particularly baniſhed, and 
our oppoſite Aſſertions ſettled in the Church) where- 


by our Church of England hath ſtood and flouriſhed 
ever ſince, King Edward the VIth. Queen Eliza- 


beth, and King James of bleſſed Memory (an im- 


placable and profeſſed Antigoniſt to Arminianiſin 


and Arminians to his dying Day) with all our learn- 
ed Prelates, Divinity Profeſſors, authoriſed Writers 
2 54 


{ 15] 
in their Reigns, and our godly Martyrs in King Her- 
ry the VIIIth and Queen Mary's Days, whoſe Me- 
mory ſhall be for ever bleſſed, ſince the Fathers and 
Councils of the primitive and modern Churches of 
England, Scotland and Ireland, with their ſeveral 
eſtabliſhed Articles, Homilies, Catechiſms, Litur- 
gies, and Records, as I have here infallibly demon- 
ſtrated, together with the late diſſolved Parliament, 
have profeſſedly oppugned, and ſolemnly condemn- 
ed thoſe Semi-Pelagian and Arminian Grace-annthi- 
lating Errors, which have lately crept into our 
Church, embracing, authoriſing, and eſtabliſhing 
their oppoſite Poſitions as the orthodox, catholick, 
and undoubted Truth, Let me now beſeech your 
Pieties, as you tender the Honour of God, the Glory 


of his Grace (which ſhould be dearer to you than 


your deareſt Souls) as you would gain the Love, and 
diſcharge the Truſt of your bleſſed Saviour, and 
Maſter-Shepherd, Feſus Chrift, who will ſummon 
you 'ete long before his dreadful Tribunal, to ren- 
der an Account of all the Stewardſhips and Souls 
committed by him to your Charge (which we may 
juſtly fear too many ſlothful Miniſters, who fiſh for 
Tythes, not Souls, do much neglect, as being ſel- 
dom reſident at their Charge, which they ſcarce ever 


ſaw, but never reſident in their Pulpits, into which 


they ſeldom climb) as you reſpe& the Peace and 
Happineſs of our Church, in which you are ad- 
vanced, and the Safety and Dignity of our long pro- 
feſſed Relgion, to which you have ſubſcribed, in 
which you have been born, bred, and nouriſhed ; 
the Honour and Popularity of our Royal Sovereign, 
by whom you are intruſted with Religion, as with 


his chicfeſt Treaſure; the Conſervation of whoſe 


Purity and Freedom will moſt ingratiate and indear 
His Majeſty to all his faithful Subjects, whoſe Love 
will prove his ſtrongeſt Guard, his richeſt Mine, 
and beſt Supply; as you would faithfully diſcharge 

Py that 
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that great Epiſcopal Truſt and Dignity, which now 


. reſts upon your Shoulders, not as a mere empty, 


pompous, lordly, pleaſurable, gainſul, ſlothful, or 
voluptuous Honour; not as an Epicurean Euripus, 
Sce, or Receptacle of Delight, which calls Men from 


their former Humility, Frugality, and Diligence, 
. unto a voluptuous, ſlothful, ſecular, pontifical, lord- 


ly, proud, unpreaching Life, as moſt Prelates eſteem 


it and made it in St. Bernard's Time; but as a 
weighty Office, a laborious Calling, a heavy, diffi- 


cult and perpetual Work, which ſummons you to 
feed the purchaſed and redeemed Flock of Chriſt, 
over which the Lord hath made you Overſeers, 
with treble Diligence, Readineſs and Anxiety of 
Heart and Hand ; becauſe it both redoubles your 

Wages and augments your Work. As you deſire 
to perpetuate the Dignity and Reſpects of your 
Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, which hath grown diſtaſte- 
ful unto many, thro* the Defaults of ſome ; as you 
tender your own perſonal Eſteem and Credit with 
all good Chriſtians, who will reverence you more 
for your Piety, than your State and Greatneſs. As 
you long to ſatisfy the Expectation, to fore-ſtall the 
ſecret Jealouſies and Cenſures of our Church and 
Kingdom here, whoſe Eyes are now intent upon 


you, or to avoid the irrepealable, the eternal Doom 


of Chriſt hereafter, when all fearful, ſlothful, and 
unwatchful lukewarm Shepherds, who want Zeal 
and Valour for the Truth on Earth, ſhall have their 
Portion in the unquenchable fiery Brimſtone Lake, 
which burns for ever. As you deſire to anticipate 
all future Parliamentary Proceedings in Matters of 
Religion, the former (which no doubt were legal, 
juſt and honourable, tho' ſome repine againſt them) 
being occaſioned only (as moſt conjecture) by the 
Remiſſneſs, Connivance, Cowardice, or Indulgence 
of ſome eccleſiaſtical Courts, in queſtioning and con- 


trolling the Impudence, Treachery and — 4 
UC 


( 77 ] 
ſuch Churchmen, whoſe heretical, ſcandalous and 
unorthodox, pernicious Doctrines, Books and Lives, 
have innovated and blemiſhed our Religion, embroiPd 
and defil'd our Church. Let me now, I pray, up- 


e, on theſe weighty Conſiderations and Engagements 
1 (if it may ſtand with my Juvenility, and your 
m venerable, your hoary Gravity, to extort you 
a to this Diety, which the ancient of Days, yea, the 
n- very graveſt of our Church and State require at 
1 your Hands) excite your Epiſcopal Power and Pro- 
t, * vidence to extirpate, to exile all Semi-Pelagian Er- 
Ss, > rors, and Arminian Novelties; all Grace-defeating, 
of all Church-moleſting Hereſies, with their chief Fo- 
ur menters, all late-erected Altars, Images, Tapers, 
_—— Crucifixes ; all new revived Popiſh Doctrines, Ce- 
ar remonies, Duckings, Genuflections, Eaſtern, yea, 
e- Altar Adorations, complain*d of long ſince in Par- 
)U liament, as you may remember, with all thoſe o- 
th ther Corruptions, aud ſuperſtitious Relichs, which 
re have lately crept into our Church, in deipite of all 
84 our Statutes, Rubricks, Homilies, Canons, and 
ee | Injunctions, which prohibit them, through the au- 
__ dacious Practice of ſome crafty, domeſtick Moun- 
n 5 tebanks, who would ſlyly cozen us out of our holy 
N Religion, under the golden and holy Pretence of 
1 Canonical Devotions, and withal re-eſtabliſh this 
al 3 Anti-Arminian, orthodox Tenets of our Church, 
HR (which I here humbly tender to your Protection) 
"— m their ancient and long enjoyed Purity and Free- 
te dom, and Peace; that ſo, by theſe religious At- 
f chievements, you may give ſome publick, demon- 
l, ſtrative, actual Teſtimony to the World (which is 
often Times jealous of your Intrigues upon ſmall 
e Occaſions) that you are cordial, faithful and ſincere 
1 to our Religion, Church and State; that you are 
= | all valiant and zealous for the Truth committed to 
pf your Truſt; and that you are not only titular, but 
h | real Biſhops, well worthy to ſucceed thole pious and 


victo- 


1 E ä | 
victorious Prelates, who have ingraven theſe Auti- 
Ar inian Concluſions which I have here contracted 
wich their mellifluous Pens, and ſealed them with 
then Blood; a ſufficient Engagement for me, for 
them to challenge the Privilege of your Epiſcopal 
Patronage againſt the Malignity of all Oppoſers. 

But perchance your Wiſdoms will object, that, 
by intermedling with nice Arminian Controverſies, 
I have incurred the Danger of his Majeſty's Decla- 
ration, prefix'd to the late reprinted Articles; there- 
fore I muſt only expect a High Commiſſion Cenſure 
from your Lordſhips, by whoſe Advice this Decla- 
ration was at firſt contrived, not an Approbation or 
friendly Entertainment of this untimely Treatiſe, 
which may chance to prove diſtaſteful unto ſome. 

To this I anſwer, firſt, (and for the Truth of it I 
appeal unto your Lordſhips, by whoſe Advice this 
Declaration was at firſt contrived) that it was never 
his Majeſty*s, or I think your Lordſhips Intention, 
to ſilence or ſuppreſs, but rather to advance, by 
this Declaration, the ancient, poſitive, eftabliſh*d 
and reſolved Doctrines of the Church of England, 
(eſpecially thoſe that were profeſſed and ratified in 
the Days of Edward VI. Queen Elizabeth and King 
James, of happy Memory, as theſe Anti-Arminian 
Poſitions were) as is clear by the expreſs Words of 
his Majeſty's laſt Declaration to all his loving Sub- 
jects, which well explains the former, But all theſe 
dogmatical, Anti- Arminian Concluſions, which I 
have publiſh*d and juſtified in this Antitheſis, are 
but the ancient, poſitive, eſtabliſh'd and receiv*d 
Doctrine of thu Church of England, as the Book it- 
ſ-If, together with two Reverend Prelates of our 
Church, Biſhop Hall and Biſhop Davenant, who 
have lately in two printed Letters exprelly averred, 
That the Arminian Errors condemned in the Synod 
of Dart cannot ſtand with the Doctrines of the 


Church of England; and that none can embrace 
Argi- 


A er in. ein 6 0 
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Arminianiſm in the Doctrine of Predeſtination and 
Grace, but he muſt firſt deſert the Articles agreed 
upon by the Church of England; nor in the Point 
of Perſeverance, but he muſt vary from the com- 
mon Tenet, and receiv'd Opinion of our beſt ap- 
proved Doctors in the Engliſh Church, which will 
Juſtify againſt all Oppoſers: Therefore it is not 
within the Intent or Limits (and ſo not wichin the 
Danger) of his Majeſty's Declaration, which I would 
not wilfully or willingly oppoſe. 

Secondly, I conceive that this Declaration pro- 
hibits nothing but unneceſſary and curious Diſputes 
upon bare Conjectures, or on conſtrained Conſtruc- 
tions from our Articles, But in this Antitheſis you 
have only a bare hiſtorical Recital, in the Nature of 
a Catalogue, of thoſe ſcattered Records, and Wri- 
ters of our Church, which have conſtantly oppoied 
the new Arminian Errors, from the Beginning of 
the Reformation to this preſent Time. It comes not 
therefore within the Sphere of this Declaration. 

Thirdly, his Majeſty's Declaration was chiefiy to 
fuppreſs all Innovations in Religion, together with 
ſuch unneceſſary Controverſies as might diſturb the 
Peace, and ſettled Doctrines of our Church. But 
this Antitheſis ſerves only to ſuppreſs the Innovati- 
ons in Religion, and to allay all modern 4rminian 
Controverſies, which interrupt our Church's Peace 
and Doctrines, by diſproving Arminianiſin to be the 
Doctrine of our Church, in ſuch an apparent Man- 
ner, that none can contradict it: Therefore ' tis 
wholly with this Declaration, not againſt it. 

Laſtly, His Majeſty's Declaration prohibits prin- 
cipally, unneceſſary Diſputes about curious, nice, 
and needleſs School- Points, of which Men may b: 
ignorant, without great Danger. But I take it un- 
der Correction, that our Anti-Arminian Tenets on 
which the whole Fabric of our Salvation, the 
whole Doctrine and Structure of Man's Fall and 

D 2 Cor. 
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[ 20 ] | 
Corruption, of Grace and Glory; of Election, Re- P 
probation, Predeſtination, Vocation, Juſtification, ly 
Sanctification, Perſeverance, and Glorification, Þ (x 
are ſuſpended, are no nice, ſuperfluous, curious a 
1 Speculations, unfit, unneedful to be taught and pub- h 
„ liſhed, but moſt neceſſary, eſſential, comfortable, n 
6 and fundamental Truths, in which the whole Pith 12 
1 and Marrow of Divinity, the whole Doctrine of . 
1148 Grace, and Man's Salvation are included. This all 12 
5 Wh the ancient Councils, and voluminous Treatiſes of a 
„ the Fathers in the primitive Church; this all the 1s 
1.1508 modern Synods, Articles, Confeſſions, Reſolutions 1s 
11 and Writings, both of our own and other Churches, Fc 


againſt Pelagius, Arminius, and their Followers, as 
the profeſſed Enemies of the Grace and Goſpel of 
Chriſt, as atheiſtical Sectaries, yea, wicked, peſti- 
lent, and blaſphemous Hereticks (as our learned 
Sovereign hath rightly ſtiled them) do abundantly 
teſtify. All which would never, queſtionleſs, have 
waged ſuch fierce, fuch perpetual and implacable 
Wars againſt theſe Pelagian and Arminian Hereſies, 
were they ſuch inoffenſive and harmleſs Differences, 
ſuch unneceſſary, ſuch curious Speculations, as ſome 
of their Abettors (who, methinks, ſhould be a- 
ſhamed, contentiouſly to foment them, to the great 
Diſturbance of our Church's Peace) would ſeem 4 
to make them, becauſe they would more eaſily in- 
duce Men to neglect them, till they had gotten 
Strength, and thento imbrace them to their eternal 
Ruin. Since therefore theſe Auli-Arminian Tenets, '® 
(which I here only vindicate to be the ancient, ge- 'F 
nuine, and undoubted Doctrine of the Church of 
England) are Points of higheſt Conſequence, of | 
greateſt Weight and Uſe; whence they have been 1 
more abundantly patron d, propagated and pro- I 
pung'd (not only in the Primitive Church, but like- 
wiſc in molt modern Proteſtant Churches, and in 
the Church of England) than any other ſubſtancial 
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Points of Divinity whatſoever, as is moſt apparent- 


ly evident. Since their oppoſite Arminian Errors 
(which are indeed mere Popery and Semi-Pelagianiſm, 
at leaſt a Bridge, a Way, a Gate to them both) 
have been moſt conſtantly oppoſed, both in the Pri- 
mitive, our own, and other reformed Churches, as 


a dangerous and Grace-nullifying Hereſy. And 
* ſince Proſper himſelf hath expreſly recorded it long 


ago, That St. Auguſtin hath conſtantly, piouſly, ana 
abundantly proved, that Predeſtination, in which 
is the Preparation of Grace; and Grace, in which 
is the Effect of Predeſtination, and the Preſcience 
of God, by which he foreknew before all Worlds, 
on whom he would beſtow his Gifts of Grace, ought 
to be preached to the Church. Of the preaching of 
« which, ſaith he, (I pray obſerve his Words, and 
4 mark them well) whoſoever is an Oppoſer, he is 
*« a molt apparent Promoter of Pelagian Pride ;* 
which I dare preſume is far from his Majeſty's 
Thought to be. I may ſafely, as I hope, conclude 
on all theſe Premiſes, that this my Antitheſis, 
which I have made publick only for the Uſe and 
Benefit of the Chriſtian Church, and the ſtopping 
of all Arminians Mouths, who muit either hold 
* their Peace, and yield their Cauſe, or elſe perjuri- 
, ouſly and ſacrilegiouſſy renounce their Mother- 
Church, and thoſe her Doctrines which they have 
2 ſubſcribed, if not ſworn to, is clearly without the 
3 Verge and Danger of his Majeſty's Declaration, 
who never did intend ſo far to countenante, to 
grace an Hereſy ſo branded, cenſured and condemn- 
ed by the Primitive Church, by foreign Proteſtant 
Churches; by the whole Church of England, with 
all her learned Writers, from her firſt Reformation 
to this preſent ; and more particularly by his royal 
Father, whoſe Faith, whoſe Steps he means to fol- 

2 low, As for its Sake, its Growth, and greater 
Safety, to put theſe eſtabliſhed and profeſſed Anti- 


Armi- 


[ 22 ] 
Arminian Doctrines of our Church to Silence, which 
is almoſt the higheſt Dignity, the greateſt Honour 
and Conqueſt that Arminianiſin would aſpire unto. | 
And now, Right Reverend Fathers, having clear- : 
ed up this Objection, give me Leave to cloſe up | J 
this Epiſtle with a Word of Exhortation, which I | 
befeech you to ſuffer. Remember, I intreat you, 
in the Name and Fear ofGod, that you (together with 
the reſt of your Reverend and learned Clergy) are the 
Watchmen, the Garriſons and Bulwarks of our I 
rael, to give her Warning of, to protect and ſhield 
her againſt thoſe pernicious, deceitful, and ſeducing 
Hereticks; thoſe Popiſh and Arminian Adverſaries, 
which war againſt her Faith, her Peace, God's 
Grace, our Souls, It you then, through Worldli- 
neſs, Negligence, Slothfulneſs, Epicuriſm, or the 
ſweet Syrenian Songs of enchanting Mercuries, be- 
gin to ſleep, to ſlumber, to remit, or elſe give over 
your ſpiritual Watch and Ward, againſt theſe 
Sheep-like Wolves, Friend-ſeeming Enemies, which 
come for to devour us: If you prove dumb Dogs, 
that will not, cannot bark at their Approach, or 
treacherous Centinels, falſe Poſterns, to betray us 
to their infernal Malice, we muſt then needs be 
ſurpriſed, yea captivated and deſtroyed in a Mo- 
ment, through this your Negligence and Default; 
but yet our Blood ſhall be required at your Hands. 
O therefore rouſe up yourſelves with Speed, and 
ſtand upon your Watch, your Guard, for our Secu 
rity ! Cloſe not your Eyes, hold not your Peace, 
lay not down your Arms Day nor Night. Imitate 
Nebemiah his Workmen ; build up the Walls of 
our ſpiritual Feruſalem with one Hand, and hold a 
Weapon always in zthe other Hand, to keep off 
Samballat and Tobiab; thoſe Arabians, Ammonites, 
and Afedodites ; thoſe Feſuites, Papiſts, and Armi- 
nians, who have conſpired together to fight againſt 
vur bleſſed Jeruſalem; to break down her Walls, 
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[ 23 ] 
and lay her waſte, as they have done her border! 
Churches; elſe that Brand of holy Bernard wil 
juſtly ſeize upon you: Parum eft naſtris vigilibus, quod 
uon ſervat nos, niſi et perdant, And then, Woe be to 
you, ſaith the Lord your God, whoſe Woe none 


can ſtand under. 
'You are the Lights, the Eyes, the Seers, yea, 


the Overſeers of our Church, to ſee and foreſee her 


Dangers, diſcover her increaſing Corruptions, de- 
tect her wily Adverſaries, with all their over-rack- 


ing, undermining Policies; inlighten her intire Bo- 
Ady, direct her in the Way 
Peace, and keep her ſafe from Falls and Stumbles. 


of Truth, of Light, of 


If you then, through Ignorance, Wilfulneſs, He- 
reſy, Treachery, Flattery, Fear, Earthly-minded- 
neſs, or any other Works of Darkneſs, loſe your 
Light; your Eye-ſight. If you become either dark 
Lanthorns, which can yield no Light, or ſtark- 
blind, pur-blind, or Squint-eyed, Seers, which 
either cannot, or will not ſee, or overſee at all, or 
very little, or quite awry, overthwart the ſacred 
Word of Truth and Doctrines of our Church; or, 
if you prove ſuch pontifical, haughty, lordly O- 
vericers, as contemptuouſly to diſdain and overlook, 


or tyranically to inſult and trample on your Fellow- 


Brethren, the Lord's Inheritance, a Sin which the 
Fathers, and ſome others, of more latter Days, have 
much complained of, as being incident todiversPreiates 
of their Times, who were more zealous to maintain 
the ontward Pomp and State, than to diſcharge the 
Paitoral Truſt and Duty of their Function, exa't- 
ing themſclves above their Brethren, as if they were 
moulded out of ſome better Clay than others; as if 
they were inſtalled Biſhops for no caher Purpoic, 
but to renounce Humility and Meekneſs; whoſe 
dangerous Examples be it far from any of your 
Lordſhips to imitate, who have not ſo learned 


Chriſt, as theſe have done. If you overſee our 
Churchs 
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Church, your Flocks either principally or ſolely, for ; 
filthy Lucre, not of a ready Mind, ſeeking not | 


them, but theirs, contrary to St. Paul's Proteſtation | 


to the Corinthians, That he fought not theirs, but 
them : For the Children ought not to lay up for the 
Parents, but the Parents for the Children : Or if 
you commonly reſide fo far remote, ſo diſtant from 
your Biſhopricks, for your Eaſe, your Profit, Plea- 
ſure, or Preferment Sake, as that they are quite 
out-diſtanced from your Obſervation, View, and 
much more your Overſight: (aFault not tolerable in 
any Overſeer, as being diametrically repugnant to 
their Office, but moſt odious, moſt inſufferable in 
the Maſter-Overſeers of Chriſt's moſt precious 
Flock, and Men's moſt peerleſs Souls :) Needs muſt 
our Church, and we poor Laymen, being deſtitute 
of Eyes and Seers, and vigilant Overſeers, become 
exceeding dark and blind, be liable to a World of 
Dangers, Hereſies, Falls and Deviations; needs 
muſt we fall into a Ditch of Miſery and Deſtruction 
at the laſt, O therefore ariſe, and ſhine forth be- 
fore us, by Humility, by Purity of Life, by Doc- 
trine, as the Lamps and Brightneſs of our Church, 
that ſo we from your Light may receive Light, and 
walk as Cihldren of Light. See, yea, foreſce, we pray 
you; as we truſt you do, and will do. Thoſe he- 
retical Precipices, By-paths, Snares and Ditches, 
which are likely to endanger, miſlead, intrap us, if 
they are not prevented, yea, ſpeedily removed 


by your Providence; and then lead and direct our 


Church and us in that good, that old, that true, 
that ſtrait, that narrow and perfect Way of Truth, 
and Peace, of Righteouſneſs, Life and Holineſs, in 
which there is no Error, Danger, Death, or 
Stumbling. Remember you are all (at leaſt in 
Name and Reputation, and I hope in Truth) the 
Biſhops, Seers, and Overſcers of our Church ; take 


heed therefore unto yourlelves, and to all the Flock, 
over 
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over which the Holy Ghoſt has made you Overſeers, 


to feed the Church (our Church) of God, which 
he hath purchaſed with his own Blood. It is a City, 
be watchful over its Peace and Unity. It is a 
Bride, ſtudy to deck and adorn her. The People 
are Sheep, be regardful of feeding them; ſo ſhall 
our Safety, our Happineſs and Tranquility, your 
Glory, your Reward, your Honour, be exceeding great. 

Laſtly, you are the chief Paſtors and Shepherds 


of our Church, to guard, to reſcue her from theſe 
Wolves, thoſe Thieves and Robbers, which ſeek 
* for to devour her, to keep her from ſtraying from 


the Fold of Chriſt, and ſacred Paſtures of his 


Word, to feed her with the Word and Bread of 


Life, to ſtick to her in all Dangers and Diſtreſſes: 
and if Occaſion ſerve, to lay down your Lives for 
her Security. If any of you, then (which God 
forbid, either you to act or us to ſuſpett) ſhould ei- 
ther degenerate into Wolves, or join with Wolves, 
to tear and ſpoil her deareſt Flocks, as Paul prophe- 
ſied long ſince, that ſome Elders of the Church of 
Epheſus ſhould do, and as others ſince their Time 
have done, in former Ages. If you ſhould turn 
Hirelings, or faint-hearted Shepherds to fly away, 
give back, or hide yourſelves in Times of Trial; 
when you ſee the Wolves and Thieves approaching 
to aſſail her, and ſo leave her expoſed to their Malice, 
when as you ſhould eſpecially march before her, tak- 
ing up ſpiritual Arms and Courage for her Reſcue, 
If your ſuffer her to deviate from the Fold of 
Chriſt, and Paſtures of his Word, to ſtray unto the 
broad and beaten Road of Popery, or By-paths of 
Arminianiſm, which lead unto Deͤſtruction, not la- 
bouring to reduce her. It you ſheer her Fleece, 
and eat her Milk (as we all confeſs you may, whilit 
you have Care to keep, to feed, and cheriſh her) 
and yet neglect to cloath, ro feed her with that hea- 
venly Word, that ſpiritual, datiy Bread of Lite, 
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which muſt nouriſh her up unto eternal Life; a 
Thing of which Proſper 
plained of in their 


and Gregory much com- 
. If you retreat, or fall 
from her in Times of Need, and ſo prove her 
Slaughter-men, or Wolf-feeding, and not Sheep- 
preſerving Paſtors, as ſome of Fathers phraſe it, 
needs muſt her Sheep and ſhe be ſcattered, loſt, de- 
ſtroyed, and made a common Prey of to all ravenous 
Beaſts, that will invade them, or elſe exorbitate in 
their Courſe to their juſt Perdition. O] therefore, 
for the Glory of God the Father, who hath called, 
the Honour of God the Holy Ghoſt, who hath 
conſecrated, the Love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath delegated you to the Miniſtry (whoſe 
Perſon you can never truly love, unleſs you love 
his Sheep :) Take Courage, Zeal and Reſolution to 
yourſelves, as ſome of you, to their Honour, have 
already done,and now reſcue us from thoſe Jeſuitical, 
Romiſh, ravening Wolves, thoſe Arminian Thieves 
and wily Foxes, that ſeek to make our Church their 
Prey. Alas! Why ſhould any of you fly? Why 
ſhould you now fear them, or give Place unto. 
them? Yca, why ſhould you not encounter and 
ſuppreſs them, ſince you have God himſelf, our 
gracious Sovereign (as his late Declaration can ſuffi- 
ciently teſtify ; together with the whoſe State and 
Kingdom to back you; the Examples of your Pre- 
deceſſors, of ſome few of your coetanean Brethren 
to encourage you in this right Chriſtian Action? You 
are our Paitors, you tythe, we give our Fleece. O 
therefore keep, O reſcue, cloath, and protect us, 
(together with our Church, and her received Doc- 
trines!) for it. You are our Shepherds, you eat, we 
yield our Milk; O feed us for it, with the whol- 
tome, the Soul-ſaving Word and Bread of Life! 
You reap our temporal, O ſow, O give unto us 
{piritual Things! You are our Maſter-Herdimen 
your Wages, yea your Flocks are great; O then be 
vigi- 


[27] 
vigilant, diligent, careful and laborious for them, 
reſident and preſent with them, that ſo you may 

know them all by Name, go in and out. before them, 
become real inſtructing Examples to them both in 
Life and Doctrine, that they again may hear, may 
knew your Voice, and follow you ſafe from Earth to 
Heaven, ta your eternal Joy, in that great audit 
Day, when all the faithful and Soul-winning Shep- 
herds ſhall preſent their ſeveral regained Flocks unto 
their Maſter-Shepherd, Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall then 
reward them with a Crown of Glory, which fadeth 
not away ; whereas he ſhall cloath all Thieves, all 
Wolves, all Hirelings, all invigilant, unfaithful, 
Nothful and voluptuous Shepherds, who have no 
Flocks of ſaved and converted Souls to follow them 
with eternal Shame, I ſhall wind up all in the 
Words of St. Bernard. Ecce ſacrum evangelicum ſub 
numero trium perſonarum, includit multitudinem uni- 
verſam Prelatorum. Propoſuit enim nobis bonum paſ- 
torem, mercenarium & furem ; fi boni paſtores eſtis, 
gaudete, quia Merces veſtra copioſa eſt in calis. Si 
mercenarii eſtis, timete; quia periculum veſtrum gran- 
de eft in terris. Si fures eſtis ingemeſcite, quia locus veſ- 
ter magnus eſt in penis, niſi properaveritis ad pæni- 
tentiam, & que voviſtis Domino Deo veſtro, digne red- 
dideritis, ** Behold, ſays he, the holy Goſpel, in 
three Words, includes the whole Number of 
thoſe who are ſet over Chriſt's Flock ; namely, a 
good Shepherd, a Hireling and a Thief. If you 
are good Shepherds rejoice, becauſe great is your 
Reward in Heaven : If youare Hirelings be fearful, 
becauſe your Danger is great on Earth : If you are 
Thieves, weep and -Jament, becauſe your Puniſh- 
ment ſhall be great hereafter, unleſs you fave your- 
ſelves by Repentance, and faithfully perform your 


fel 7 Vowsto the Lord your God.” Now, the Lord Je- 
us ſus Chaitt, the great Shepherd of his Sheep, inſpire 
N 3 all your Lordſhips with Zeal and Courage for the 

| TY E 2 ever- 


.. Ir 
everlaſting Defence and Propagation of thoſe eſta- 
bliſhed Doctrines of our Church (which I here re- 
commend unto your beſt Protection) and with all 
other Graces requiſite for the compleat Diſcharge of 

our Epiſcopal Function, that ſo you may carefully 
E and inde fatigably feed the Flock of God 
which is among you, taking the Overſight thereof 
not by Conſtraint, but willingly; not for filthy 
Lucre, but of a ready Mind; neither as being 
Lords over God's Heritage, but being Examples to 
the Flock. Then, when the chief Shepherd ſhall 


appear, you ſhall receive a Crown of Glory, which 
fadeth not away. 


Your Lordſbips in all bumble Reſpects, 


as far as you ſtand for Chriſt, or 
for his Truth, 8 


32 


Witt, PRYNNE. 


L. C. J. I thank you, Mr. Prynne, for your 
Faithfulneſs in this Declaration, and one Thing I 
ſee, and that is, that you link the Arminians with 
Papiſts and Pelagians, and Arians, which made me 
think what Dr. Jobn Edwards of Cambridge ſays of 
oth them, in his Preface to his Second Part of his 
160 Preacher, Page 24, ſpeaking of the great Revolt of 
900 the Clergy from the Doctrines of the Reformation. 
106 He thus expreſſeth hunſelf. The Ground of which 
hi ſtrange Revolt is only this, That theſe Principles are not 
ſo plauſible and popular, and ſo adjuſted to the Dictates 
of common and vulgar Reaſon, as thoſe of Socinus and 
Arminius, for 1 join both theſe together, becauſe of their 
near Relation and Aﬀenity. The Remonſtrants are be- 
bolden to the Racovians for their great Arguments ; 
yea, they ſubfiſt by them, and are ſuſtained by their 
Writings, as the Trochilus picks the Crocodil's Teeth, 


and 
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and thence hath his Livelybood. For an Arminian is 


but an Under-ruler to the great Men of Socinius's 
Party, and both of them, by their Pretences to what 

ey call Reaſon, and by their Miſapplication of Scrip- 
2 which are the two conſtant Methods they make 
Uſe of, to uphold all their erroneous aud faiſe Propgſiti- 

'Y | 
2 Thus we ſee, at this Day, among ourſelves, ſome 
of us abandon the old Doctrines of the eternal De- 
crees of Juſtification by Faith alone, the Imputati- 
on of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and the like evangelical 
Truths, becauſe they are not rational enough for us. 
And to be effectually rid of them, we pervert and 
miſapply thoſe Texts of the Bible, which expreſly 
aſſert and eſtabliſh them. This Courſe we are for- 
ced to take to accompliſh our Deſign, which is to 
extirpate from amongſt us the Anii-Arminian Doc- 
trines, which ſome of our Preachers look upon with 
an ill Eye, as the Roman Catholicks do on thoſe 
they ſtile the Northern Hereſy. 

Now, Mr. Arminius, you have heard what hath 
been ſaid by thoſe two worthy Perſons, What have 
you to ſay in your own Defence? 

Arminius. May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, and this 
Court to hear me, I could ſcarce forbear that hot- 
headed Fellow Prynne, for calling me and my Rela- 
tions Thieves; I would have him and all the Calvi- 
niſts of the old Cut, as Dr. Trap calls them, know, 
that we are as honeſt as they are. 

L. C. F. Mr. Arminius, I would not have you be 
ſo angry, for I dare ſay he went not to take awa 
trom you or your Relations your moral Characters 
but what he means is, that your Doctrines rob Chriſt 
of the Glory of his Undertakings, as much as you 
can, and God the Father, of ſome of his incommu- 
nicable Attributes and Perfections. 

But anſwer to your Charge, for you ſee by theſe 
two Witneſſes, that you and your Clan are not the 
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true Miniſters of the Church of England, but U- 
ſurpers; and for a Proof of what I hear ſay, we 
Mall call in the Reverend Divine, Mr. Robert Sea- 


grave, to witneſs to what I have here ſaid, Cryer, 


call Mr. Seagrave into Court. 

Cryer. Oyez, Oyez, Robert Seagrave. 

Seagrave. Here, Sir. 

Judge. Swear him — He is fworn, Pray, 
Mr. Seagrave, give me and this honourable Court an 
Account of what you have ſaid in your Book called 
Obſervations upon the Conduct of the Clergy, in relati- 
on to the Thirty Nine Articles; wherein is ſhewn, 
that the Church of England, properly fo called, is not 
now exiſting, 

Seagrave. My Lord, I will do it with all my 
Heart. I ſaid, that they who receive Eccleſiaſtical 
Revenues are not at preſent the Miniſtry of the 
Church of England, 

Fudge. Mr. Seagrave, have none of the ' Clergy 
given you an Anſwer to a Book with ſo bolda Title, 
and to ſuch an Aſſertion, in this great City in three 
Years Time? Surely one would think, that ſome 
Perſons of Note would be apt to reply to it in all 
this Time, for I have ſeen it advertiſed ſeveral 
Times in the Dazly Advertiſer, . 

Mr, Seagrade. My Lord, the Clergy are too 
cunning for that, for that would be a Means to o- 
pen the People's Eyes, to ſee how they have led 
them out of the good old Way of Truth, for they 
think, that if they take no Notice of it, it will die 
of itſelf in Time. This is my entire Sentiment in the 


Matter, I aſſure your Lordſhip, and the honourable 


Court. 

Jude. You have heard what this eminent Di- 
vine has faid to the Face of the whole Clergy of this 
Nation; what can you fay in your own De- 


fence ? You hear he faith, you and your Brethren - | 


are not the real Miniſters of the Church of Eug- 
85 land, 


too 
) o- 
e led 
they 
die 
1 the 


rable 


Di- 
f this 
De- 


thren - \ 


Eng- 
land, 
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und, but Uſurpers 4 fo that by this Teſtimony, and 
what has been ſaid before it, it appears to a De- 
monſtration, that you are not the true Sons of 


Church of England. This makes good the Charge 


exhibited againſt you, in your Indictment, and if 
you cannot bring any Thing of Weight againſt it, 
you will be caſt. 2 

Arminius. You had beſt take Care what you do, 
for, as I told the Juſtice, when he was examining 


4 me, in order for Commitment, that if I am caſt, 
| thouſands of my Brethren muſt be caſt as well as I, 
and fo ] ſhall come off as well as the reſt. 


Fudge. This is a very poor Evaſion. What do 
you ſay to what is laid to your Charge? How came 
you to ſubſcribe to the Articles of the Church of 
England, when you did not believe them in their 
genuine Signification, but was determined to put 
another Senſe on * than the Compilers ever 
meant, as appears by their Writings which 
publiſhed lt aer thoſe Times? Yo 4 "Wl 
Arminius. May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, and the 
honourable Court, to hear me, and I will tell you 
the Truth, I had always an Hatred againſt thoſe 
Anti- Arminian Aſſertions. When I have heard any 
ſpeak of them, I have felt my Heart riſe againſt 
them, and thoſe that maintained them; and I 
full well, that moſt of our Clergy are of the other 
Side of the Queſtion, as well as I; and when I 
came from the Univerſity, I had Poſſeſſion of a 
Living, and knew what little Knowledge they had 
that I was to preach unto, was of the ſame 
Mind with myſelf. I deteamined not to be ſingu- 
lar, but to hold with that Side that had the moſt co. 
{ſupport it. | | 
Fudge, We believe what you ſay is true, but 
what ſhould be the Cauſe of this ill Will of yours 
againſt the Doctrine ? 
Arminius. It is partly from Education, and from 
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a Zeal for what I take to be the Truth. For when I 
was at the Univerlity, all the Scholars made the 
contrary Doctrines a Banter, and would pun upon 
them; fol thought it was the wrong Way, and ſo 
I do ftill, I tell you plainly, 
Fudge. But pray, Sir, did you not read over your 
Common-Prayer then ? | 
5 Arminius. Les, my Lord, ſometimes twice a- 

ay. 
Judge. And did not you repeat over theſe Words, 
The noble Army of Martyrs praiſe thee ? 

Arminius. Yes, my Lord, I remember thoſe 
Words very well. | 
Fudge. Then how can you ſpeak againſt thoſe 
8 Truths, that were their Comfort in their 
Lives, and their Crown of rejoicing at the Hour of 
37333 

Arminius. My Lord, what Doctrines are thoſe, 
for I hope I am of tHe ſame Mind, and mention the 
ſame Truths they did? 

Fudge. Then we never ſhould have brought you 
here, to try you for a Heretick. You may fee in 
71 Carlifle's Letter to Mr. Bradford, a little before 

is Martyrdom, that he and Mr. Bradford held the 


four golden Links of Salvation, as the godly Men 


in thoſe Times called them; that is, eternal Electi- 
on, or Predeſtination, 2aly. Effectual Calling. 3dly. 
Free Juſtification, by the Merits of Chriſt alone; 
and, 4thly. Glorification, as the Reſult of the three 
former Bleflings, His Words are theſe : 

„ But why do I go about to mingle your Mirth 
* with my Mourning, and your juſt Joy with my 
<« deſerved Sorrow. If I have loved you, as I pre- 
<« tended, I ſhould ſurcly rejoice with you moſt 
« heartily, and praiſe God on your Behalf, from the 
<« very Bottom of my Heart. I ſhould praiſe God 
„ Day and Night for your excellent Election in and 
« through his great Mercy, and ſhould give m 

| . mo 


— 


* 

* 

bs 
1 
> # 

AV 
. 
Fe 


7 « fied by the Crown of Martyrdom, and to be ap- 
$6 8 to that Honour, to teſtify his Truth, and 
46 


331 
« moſt humble Thanks for your Vocation by his 


« Goſpel and your true Knowledge of the ſame, I 
<« ſhould earneſtly praiſe him for your ſweet Juſtifi- 
« cation, whereof you are moſt certain, by God's 
« Grace and Spirit, and ſhould inſtantly pray for 
&« your Glorification, which ſhall ſhortly enſue, I 
« ſhould be glad, and rejoice to ſee you ſo digni- 


eal it with your Blood. I ſhould highly extol 


K the Lord, who has given you a glorious Victory 
* over all your Enemies, viſible and inviſible, and 
K has given you great Strength to finiſh the Tower 


«© you have begun to build.“ | 

Here you may ſee, if you are not blind, that 
the Martyrs were quite againſt your Notions, and 
for the Anti-Arminian Sentiments. There are thou- 
ſands in this Nation who are grand Enemies to the 
true Meaning of the Seventeenth Article, and yet 
ſubſcribe to it as a Truth, when firſt admitted into 
a Living. 


The Article of Predeſtination 
Ton affirm, is falſe, and out of Faſhion, 
And ſay this Article is not good, 
The Martyrs ſeaÞd it with their Blocd; 
Cranmer and Ridly, Latimore, | 
Hooper, and Bradford, and many more. 
O how ſurprizing its to think, 
The Martyrs Honour thus ſhould ſink, C 
By thoſe who of the Church Wine drink. 


I have often thought that our Arminian Clergy are 
Hike the Fews in our Lord's Time, whom he repri- | 
3 manded for garniſhing the Sepulchres of the Pro- 
phets, on Purpoſe to make the ignorant People 
thiak they were of the ſame Mind and Judgment; 
and when the Clergy * in the Con Sregation, 

an 


L 34 1 * 
1444 and read that Saying,” The noble Army of Martyrs | 
\ 148-1 praiſe thee, the poor ignorant People think they ard 

| their Teachers are of the ſame Faith as the bleſſed * 


— —— 
— - ww — 


| Martyrs were, when in Truth they differ from them 
as much as Light and Darkneſs, as any judicious 
| Perſon that has read their pious Labours can tell, and 
1 Jt compared them with the Preaching and Writing of 
„ 
5 
| 
| 


— — — 
— - — - 


the preſent Clergy. And here I will call in the 
Reverend Mr. Seagrave, who was educated at the 
Univerſity, and received Prieſts Orders, as you call 
them. His Words are theſe : * According to ſuch 
4 eccleſiaſtical Laws of this Kingdom, which tHe 
"064 Clergy procured to be eſtabliſhed, whether to bind 
43 themſelves, or more properly others, let the Read- 
er judge, when he ſhall have attended' the following 
Reſcarch. The Church profeſſes Thirty nine Ar- 
ticles of Religion, to theſe Articles every eccleſiaſti- 
cal Perſon truly, as muſt be ſuppoſed, - ſubſcribes his 
Aſſent and Conſent. How far the Demands of 
tuch Subſcription may be juſt, or how far the doctri- 
nal Articles are juſt, is not at preſent my Subject | 
The Remark I beg Leave to make, and which e- 
very intelligent Perſon will ſee the Reaſonableneſs 
of, is this: Theſe Strictures of Religion are either a 
» Rule of Teaching in this Church, or they are not a 
Rule: If they are not a Rule, What conſtitutes the 
Church of England? If they be a Rule and a 
Standard, where muſt be grounded the Authority of 
modern Teaching, which is not agreeable to theſe 
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„ Articles, but abſolutely a contrary Syſtem? In 
I; 10 caſe, by any after Lights, a Clergyman finds Cauſe 
wil. | to change his ſubſcribing Opinion (a Right I ſhall 
i "th not diſpute) and goes into different Schemes,- why 
i 100 606 is not ſuch Diſagreement with his Rule, publickliy 
„ acknowledged, and the People advertiſed of the 
ll 100 Difference? This Myſtery of the Pulpit appears to 
Wh! | me unfair with Reſpect to the People; they have 
| Wl | no fixed Sight of the Miniſter's Schemes, and they 
|! 2 | £ can 


13801 
ndence upon him in any doc- 


can have no Depe 
trinal Point whatſoever. | 4 
The Conduct of a Miniſter ought never to be am- 
biguous and . diſguiſed from Mankind. I ſhould ra- 
ther apprehend it ſnould be the moſt ingenuous and 
ſacred Thing in the World ; ſmall Deviations from 
the Eſtabliſhment and uneſſential, would call for no 
” Remark. But it is obſervable, modern Preaching 
and Writing varies not only in ſome particular 
Points. It is a new Scheme, built upon an oppoſite 
4 Foundation, yet the People are not advertiſed of itz 
its kept a ſecret from them. A common Auditory 
+ hath no Skill in itſelf to diſcern the Difference; they 
hear and receive, without Suſpicion, in an implicite 
Manner, according to the Scheme of the Age which 
happens to be in Uſe. Poſſibly the Preacher him- 
ſel may have taken it up, without the exacteſt Ex- 
amination, or having ſtrictly compared it with ſuch 
as prevailed before his Time, tho? its generally odds 
againſt any Tenets which ariſe from Cuſtom, either 
in learned or unlearned Men, at Entrance into holy 
Orders. It appears ſomething wonderful,” that any 
Gentlemen ſeldom recede from that Undertaking 
on account of Scruples arifing from the Terms of 
their Admiſſion, We muſt be at a Loſs to account 
for this Caſe, except from the Miniſter's being ge- 
z nerally engaged with a View toa Maintenance. This 
may ſuggeſt an Apology for ſeveral ſmall mental In- 
compliances, yet cannot juſtify that Diſagreement 
with theprineipal Articles, which diſcovers itſelfto ex- 
act Obſervers, in the Courſe of their preaching ever 
after. However, the Subſcription ſtands, and may 
be look'd upon as a Ground on which our Miniſters 
paſs from one Order of Promotion to another. The 
Articles being read in the Congregation, they pro- 
nounce openly their full Aſſent; by and by they 
give into the new Scheme of Divinity, and caſt 
the Articles behind their Backs: They actually op- 
: 2 pole 


| 361 
= them in a diſguis'd Manner, and call all Man- 
I 


ind Diſſenters beſides themſelves, who happen to 
be ſuch in the moſt material Points. As thus out of 
the Thirty nine Articles, there are only five on | 
which our Reformers laid the Streſs and Subſtance 
of Proteſtaniſm, moſt of the reſt are no other than 


circumſtantial and external Matters. Theſe parti- 
cular five the Clergy at preſent generally disbelieve 
and reject, and are fallen upon a new Foundation ; 
conſequently the literal or written Conſtruction of 
the Church of England is no more.” 

Fudge. Mr. Seagrave, we thank you for your free 
and open Diſcovery made of theſe artful Colluſions, 
and it muſt * a ſhocking Conſideration to al , 
judicious Perſons that have looked into it with a 
cloſe Inſpection. 

And now to you, Mr. Arminius, would I addreſs 
myſelf, You may ſee clearly, by what this Reve- 
rend Divine has ſaid, that you and your Arminian 
Brethren are not the true Sons of the Church of 
England, but grand Enemies to the orthodox Doc- 
trines of the Reformation, what can you ſay why | 
Sentence ſhould not pals againſt you 2 
1381 Arminius. My Lord, I have ſome Things to ob- 

Rh”. ject againſt; — the firſt is, theſe Articles were 


* of 


. 


1 made by fallable Men, and ſo are no certain Rule 


4 * to me. 24h. I think it is an Impoſition to be obli- 
1 ged to ſubſcribe to them, when I do not believe 
. 161 them. 

104 Fudge. To the firſt I anſwer, that the Articles 
1 were made by ſuch Men, but the bleſſed Truths by 
i | which they are proved are the holy Scriptures, the 


— 2 Cee — 


written Word of God. And as to the ſecond Ob- 
jection, you was at your Liberty, whether you 
| — ſubſcribe or not, no Body compelled you to | 
100 | it. 
104 — But, my Lord, if I had not ſubſcrib · 
ed, I could not have held the Living I now am in. 
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Fudge: | 


1 37 1 


Judge. 1 know that full well, ſo you concealed 


yourſelf, and then ſubſcribed 5 but when you was 


faſt fixed in your Place, you ſhewed your Diſlike to 
them, when no Body could turn you out. This 
was your artful Colluſion, as the Reverend Divine 
laſt mentioned, has clearly manifeſted. But the 
Clergy are like you, they dare nor reply to him, leſt 
he ſhould further expoſe them ; for did but the 
whole Nation fee them in the ſame Light, they 
would compel them to preach conſiſtently with their 
Articles and Homilies, or they would not hear 
them, and then they might preach to the Stone- 
Walls. But pray, Mr. Arminius, anſwer me this 
Queſtion, How came you not to let the People know 
your Diſagreement with the five Articles, that Day 
you read them over in your Congregation, and when 
you ſubſcribed them as Truth ? Remember you are 
upon your Oath. © 
Arminius, If I muſt tell your Lordſhip the Truth, 
I thought with myſelf they would bear another Con- 
ſtruction to be put on them; and I thought Twas at 
my Liberty to do ſoz and 1 had no ſtrong Impulſe 


on my Mind, whether it might be ſo or not. I was 


very indifferent about the Matter, and remained fo 
till I was apprehended, and I am til] of the fame 
Mind. 

e. Then we will proceed againſt you, and 
— the Senſe of the * Point or n 
and hear the Senſe of the Compilers, and then your 
Objections, and that is the beſt Way to ſatisfy every 
Perſon, that ſhall hear or read your Tryal. We 
will begin with the firſt Point, that is of Election or 
Predeſtination, and what will give us Light into this 
is, the ſeventeenth Article of the Church of England, 
which Articles are in a great many of your Common 
Prayer Books, tho" the greateſt Part of the People 
are ignorant of the true Meaning of them, 


I 


{ 38 ] 
1 ſhall take the Article into its juſt Propofitions, 
that they were thrown into by that Great Man of 
God Mr. Thomas Rogers, Chaplain to the Archbi- 
op of Canterbury, in the Reign of King James I. 
The Article is thus expreſſed, | 
Predeſtination to Lite is the everlaſting Parpoſe 
of God, whereby before the Foundations of the 
World were laid, he hath conſtantly decreed by his 
Council ſecret to us, to deliver from Curſe and Dam- 
nation, thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chriſt out 
of Mankind, | 
This is thrown in theſe Propoſitions : 
The iſt, There is a Predeſtination of Men to 
everlaſting Life, 
_ 2dly, Prediſtination has been from Bagdad. 
— — Thaſe that are predeſtinated to Salvation, 
cannot periſh, 
4thly, Not all Men; but certain are predeſtinated 
to Eternal Life, and to bring them by Chriſt to 
Everlaſting Salvation, as Veſſels made to Honour: 
Wherefore they which be endued with ſo excellent 
a Benefit of God, be called according to God's Pur- 
poſe, by his Spirit working in due Seaſon, They 
through Grace obey the Calling z they be juſtified 
freely, they be made Sons of God by Adoption, 
they be made like the Image of his only begotten Son, 
Jeſus Chriſt, they walk religiouſly in good Works, 
and at length by God's Mercy they attain to ever- 
laſting Felicity. As the godly Conſideration of 
Predeſtination and our Election in Chriſt, is full off 
pleaſant, ſweet and unſpeakable Comfort to god ly 
Perſons, and ſuch as feel in themſelves the Work- 
ings of the Spirit of Chriſt, mortifying the Works 
of the Fleſh and their Earthly Members, and draw- 
ing up their Minds to high _ heavenly Things, 
as well becauſe it doth greatly eſtabliſh and confirm 
their Faith of Eternal Salvation,.. ta be end 
through 
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[49] 
through Chriſt, as becauſe it doth — kindle 
their Love towards God. 
This he has thrown into three Propoſitions 3 - 
1ſt, Thoſe that are elected unto Salvation, if they 
come unto Years of Diſcretion, are called both out- 
wardly by the Word and inwardly by the Spirit of 
God. The Predeſtinated are both juſtified by Faith, 
ſanctifyed by the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhall be glorified 
in the Lifeſts come. The Conſideration of Prede- 
ſtination is to the Godly-wiſe moſt comfortable, but 


to curious and carnal Perſons very dangerous. 


So for curious and carnal Perſons lacking the 
Spirit of Chriſt, to have continually before their 
Eyes, the Sentence of Predeſtination is a moſt dan- 
gerous Downfal, whereby the Devil doth thruſt 
them either into Deſp peration, or into Wretchedneſs 
of moſt unclean the: no leſs perillous than Deſ- 
peration. Futhermore we muſt receive God's Pro- 
miſes in ſuch-wiſe as they be generally ſet forth in 
Holy Scriptures, and- in our Doings the Will of 
God'is to be followed, which we have expreſly de- 
clared unto us in the Word of God. 

The gth Propoſition is the general Promiſes of 
God, or forth 'in the Holy Scriptures, are to be 
embraced by us. 

rothly, In our Actions the Word of God, which | 
is his revealed Will, muſt be our Direction. Two | 
Things I would offer this honourable Court, Firſt, 
that all theſe Propoſitions or Concluſions are clearly 
raiſed from the very Senſe and Letter of this Arti- 
cle, and are aan, repugnant to the Arminiar 

Tenets;- © 

2dly, Every honeſt Man that has truly weighed 
them, muſt confeſs, that if this Holy Man had not 
perfectly known, that it was his Grace's intire Sen- 
timent and the whole Body of the Clergy then, he 
would not have preſumed to dedicate it to him, 
and ſaid what he did in the Preface. 
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ſame; for I could never abide theſe Notions, and 


[40] 
TI' was viſited by a Clergyman ſome Years ago, 
who asked me for my Vote, as a Lecturer, and 1 
laid this Article before him, telling him I would 
not give him my Vote, except he would confeſs 
that what I have here tranſcribed out of Mr. Rogers's 
Book were Truth. He read them and told me he 
would not, and went away looking on me with an 
angry Countenance, 
Now, Mr. Arminius, what do you fay to this Ar- 
ticle, and to the Propoſitions deduced from the 
Article, and to what the Clergyman ſaid to me, 
that he would not aſſent to them to be Truth. 
Arminius. Say, I believe I ſhould have ſaid the 


I hope I never ſhall. | 
Fudge, Then how came you ſubſcribe to it to be 
Truth ? | 
Arminius, My Lord, I had, as I told your Lord- 
ſhip before, another Senſe to put on it, which 
is, that God did before the World began, predeſti- 
nate or elect thoſe he foreſaw would believe and 
repent and keep his Commandments, and walk in 
the ſame all the Days of their Lives. This is my 
Senſe of this Article, and I dare ſay it is the Senſe 
that moſt, if not all our Clergy, put on it at this 
Day. | 
Fudge. Then they are Depravers of the true Senſe 
of the Article, as is manifeſted by the expreſs 
Words of it; doth it not ſay, that thoſe that are 
predeſtinated through Grace obey the Calling? And 
if it be by Grace, then it is not by Works of Righte- 
ouſneſs that the Creature could do, as the ſame 
Apoſtle ſaith in the 2 Timothy Chapter i. Verſe g. 
Who hath faved us and called us with a Holy 
Calling, not according to our Works, but accord- 
ing to his own Purpoſe and Grace, which was given 
us in Chriſt Jeſus before the World began. Now this 
Text is flat againſt your Way of explaining it, and 
a 


Ta) 


A popiſh Senſe that our Proteſtant Writers oppoſed 


them in, ſo that this Notion is falſe, it being contrary 


to this and many other Texts in the Word of Cod. 
If a Perſon makes never ſo excellent a Veſſel, he 


cannot ſee, or think there will be excellent Liquor 
in it, except 1t be into it by himſelf, or ſome 
other Perſon ; for the Veſſel itſelf could not do it. 
No more could God fee that I would repent and 
believe, except he determined within himſelf to give 
me Faith and Repentance, for they are both his 


| Gifts, as is clear by theſe Texts, 4 v. 31. Eph. il. 


8. So that you put upon this Article a falſe Interpre- 
tation, as is clear by what I have brought againſt you, 
and deprive the Article of its true Meaning. 

Now I will tranſcribe out of Mr. Prynn, what he 
faid to prove this Doctrine out of the Common- 
Prayer Book. His Words are, In the Common- Prayer, 
eſtabliſhed by Ad of Parliament, there are ſeveral 
Articles to prove theſe Anti-Armenian Tepets. 

Firſt, that God from Eternity hath freely of his 
own Accord, choſen out of Mankind, a certain ſe- 
lect Number of Men, which can neither be aug- 
mented or diminiſhed, which he doth effectually 
call, fave and bring to Glory, ſo that none of them 
can periſh, and theſe only are the true Church. 

This Concluſion we ſhall ſee confirm'd by theſe 
ſeveral Paſſages, © And make thy choſen People joy- 
ful. Almighty God who hath knit together thine 
Elect in one Communion andFellowſhip in the My- 
<< ſtical Body of thy Son Jelus Chriſt our Lord.“ 

« Give us Grace to follow thy Holy Saints in all 
« virtuous and godly Living. In God the Holy 
« Ghoſt, who ſanctifieth me and all the Clect Peo- 
<< ple. of God,” | 

* Almighty God, with whom do live the Spirits 
of them that depart hence in the Lord, in whom 
*© the Souls of them that be elected, after they be 
delivered from the Burthen of this Fleſh be in 
G "or 
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& Joy and Felicity. We beſeech thee, of thy gra- 
* cious Goodneſs to accompliſh the Number of thy 
« Ele. O Almighty and merciful Lord, which 
« oiveth unto thy Elect People the Holy Ghoſt, as 
«* a Pledge of thy heavenly Kingdom, grant unto 
« us thy Holy Spirit, that he may Witneſs with 
* our Spirits, that we are thy Children and Heirs 
« of thy Kingdom, and that by the Operation of 
« this Spirit, we may kill all carnal Luſts, &c. 
« Honour and Praiſe be given unto” thee, O Lord 
« God Almighty, and dear Father of Heaven, for 
* all thy Loving Kindneſs and Mercies ſhewed unto 
« us, in that it hath pleaſed thee, freely of thine 
© own Accord, to elect and chooſe us unto Salva- 
tion before the Begining of the World,” * 
1 think what is quoted is a full Proof, that the 
Compilers of the Common-Prayer held the Doctrine 
of ablolute Predeſtination, and they were the Com- 
pilers of the Articles as well as of the Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer. The ſame Author has quoted one 
Paſſage out of the Homilies that proves the ſame 
Point, The true Church is a univerſal Congrega- 
tion, or Fellowſhip of God's Elect People, built 
upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
Jeſus Chriſt being the chief Corner Stone, Page 
213. Baſtwick, 

Here you may ſee that the Article is inst you, 
as alſo the Common- Prayer Book and Homilies. 

Now I will examine the honourable Jury, and if 
they have given it againſt you, then we will go on 
to the next Point, Pray my Lord Biſhop Uſher, let 
me hear your Opinion 'onthis weighty Point. 

1. Archbi/hop Biſhop Uſher. My Lord, I have given 
my Opinion in my Boay of Divinity, page 91. 
Where I thus expreſſed myſelf 


* This Author lets us know, that the Sayings are quite al- 
tered in the laſt Imprefſion of the Common- Prayer in thoſe 


Times, wizch is an Hundred and Twelve Years ago. 
What 
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What i 1s Predeſtination ? 

Ic is the ſpecial Decree of God, whereby he hath 
from Everlaſting freely and for his own Glory, fore- 
ordained ali reaſonable Creatures, to a certain and 
everlaſting State of Glory in Heaven tor Shame in 
Hell, 

What Creatures come within this Deeree ? 

Both Angels and Men, 1 Tim. v. 21. Matth, xxv. 
41. 1 Theſ. v: 9. Rom. ix. 13, 22, 23. 1 Pet. ii. 8. 
Eph. i. 5. John xvil, 12, 22. Exod. xxxiii. 14. 

What 1s the Cauſe of this Decree ? 

It is a deep and unſearchable, an eternal and im- 
mutable Decree. Rom. xi. 32. Eph. i. 4. 

What Manner of a Decree is this? 

Only the Will and Free Pleaſure of God, to diſ- 

ſe of his own Works as he willeth, Rom. ix, 21, 
Ter. v. 14. Ia. hav. 8. 

Is this Decree certain and unchangeable ? 

Yes, it muſt needs be fo ; becauſe it is grounded 
on the Eternal and Unchangeable Will of God, and 
therefore there is a certain Number of the Elect 
and Reprobate, known only to God, which cannot 
poſſibly be increaſed or diminiſhed. John xiii. 8. 
2 Tim. 11. 19. 

How then does Moſes wiſh himſelf to be blotted 
out of the Book of Life? Exod. xxxli. 3 

He ſpeaketh conditionally, if it were poſſible, to 
declare his Love for God's Glory and his People, as 
St. Paul doth, Rom. iN. 3. 

But, if God's Decree cannot be altered, then we 
may be ſecure, and not care how we live. 

No more than we may neglect or forſake our Meat 
and Drink; becauſe the Term of our Life is ap- 
pointed. The End and the Means are joined toge- 
ther by God, and cannot be ſeparated by any Man. 

What are the Parts of Predeſtinati n? 

Election and Reprobation. 1 Theſſalonians, v. 9. 
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Rom. ix. 13, 22, 23. 
What 1s Election ? 


It is the everlaſting Predeſtination, or fore- ap- 


inting certain Angels and Men, unto everlaſti 


Life and Bleſſedneſe, for the Praiſe of his glorious 
1 Tim. v. 21. Rom. ix. 22, 


Grace and Goodnefs, 
23. Eph. i. 12, 2, 4, 5, 6, 9. 
Is there no Cauſe or Inducement in the Elected 


_ themſelves ? 


None at all, it is wholly of free Grace; without 


Reſpect to any Goodneſs that God foreſaw in us. 


2 Tim. i. 9. Eph. i. 9, For otherwiſe a Man ſhould 
have whereof he might glory in himſelf, as havi 


diſcerned himſelf from others, and God ſhould not 


be the Cauſe of all Good, nor ſhould his Council be 
incomprehenſib le. 

What Uſe are we to make of our Election? 

Firſt, it is our great Comfort that our Salvation 
ſtandeth by God's cternal Decree, that cannot be 
changed, and not in ourſelves, that daily might looſe it. 

Secondly, It ſheweth God's infinite Mercy, that 
before we were, or had done Good or Evil, he e- 
lected us rather than others as good as we. 


Thirdly, It ſhould make us love God all our Life 
to our uttermoſt, for his Love to us. 

Fourthly, It is a Help againſt all the Temptations. 
of Satan, or our doubting Nature, and allo againſt 


all Afflictions and Contempt of the World, Rom. 
vill, 38, 

Fifthly, It ſerves to humble us, that we had no- 
thing of ourſelves for our Salvation, but It freely 


comes from God. 


What is Reprobation ? 
Ic is the eternal Fore-Appointment of certain An- 
gels and Men, unto everlaiting Diſhonour and De- 


ſtruction, God of his Free- Will determining to pals. 
by, refuſe, or caſt them off, and for Sin to condemn 


and punith them with eternal Death, Exodus ix. 16. 


Rom. 
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Rom. xvii. 22, 1 Thel. v. 9. 2 Timothy, li. 20. 16. 
Matt. XX1, 41. 

Is not Sin the Cauſe of Reprobation ? 

No; for then all Men ſhould be Reprobate, when 
God foreſaw that all would beSinners ; bur Sin 1s the 
Cauſe of the Execution of Reprobation, the Damnati- 
on whereunto the Wicked are judged, being for their 

own Sin, 

Is there no Cauſe then of Reprobation in the Re- 
probate ? | 

None at all, in that they rather than others are 
paſſed by of God, that is wholly from the unſearch- 
able Depth of God? s Free- will and good Pleaſure. 

But is not God unjuſt in — * ſome, and e- 
lecting others, when all were alike? 

No; for he was bound to none; and to ſhew his 
Freedom and Power over his Creatures, he diſpoſeth 
of them as he will, for his Glory, as the Potter 
is not unjuſt, in making of the ſame Clay, ſundry Veſ- 
ſels, ſome to Honour, ſome to Diſhonour, Rom. ix. 
21. 

Doth Predeſtination ods come within the Com- 
7 paſs of God's Decree, and not the Means alſo of ac- 

compliſhing the ſame? 

Yes, the Means alſo come within this Decree, 
2 as the Creation and Fall of the reaſonable Creature. 
If God hath decreed the Works of the Wicked, 
3 muſt not he of Courſe be the Author of Sin and Evil? 
Sad is not the Author of Sin and Evil, which he 
forbiddeth and condemneth, but Satan and Man 
yet God, in his ſecret Will, hath juſtly decreed the 
evil Work of the Wicked; for if it had not ſo 
| pleaſed him, they had never been at all, for moſt 
holy Ends, both of his Glory and their Puniſhment, 
as may be ſcen in the Jews crucifying of Chriſt, 

Acts ii. 23. Him being delivered by the determinate 
Counſel and Fore-knowledge of God, ye have taken, and 
by wicked Hands have crucified and lain. And Foſeph 

be- 
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being fold into Egypt, Gen. xlv. 7. Aud God ſent me 
before you to preſerve you a Poſterity in the Earth, 
and to ſave you alive by a great Deliverance. 
So now it was not you that ſent me hither, but God. 


Verſe 8. 


Chap. 1. 20. But as for you, ye thought Evil againſt | 


me, but God meant it unto Good, to bring to paſs, as it 


is at this Day, to ſave much People alive. For the Thing 


that is in itſelf, by Reaſon of God's prohibiting of 


it Sin, in reſpect of God's decreeing of i for 


an holy End, comes in the Place of a good Thing, 
as being ſome Occaſton and Way to manifeſt the 
Glory of God in his Juſtice and Mercy: For there 


is nothing Sin, as God decreeth it or commandeth it, 


neither is there any Thing of itſelf abſolutely evil, 


1 Pet. iii. 17. But becauſe he hath forbidden it, 
therefore it is evil, and only to them unto whom 
God hath forbidden it. As Abraham's killing of 
Tſaac being commanded of God was to be obeyed, 
and Sin it would have been in him to have diſobey*d 
it, which otherwiſe, by Reaſon of God's Com- 
mandment forbidding to kill, was a Sin ; for God 
forbiddeth not any Thing, becauſe they are of them- 


ſelves, and firſt evil, but therefore are they to- Men 
evil, becauſe God hath forbidden them; for all 


Sin is a Tranſgreſſion of a Law, and God doth in 


Heaven and in Earth whatſoever pleaſeth him; nei- 
ther is there any greater than he is to command him. 


Judge. All this honourable Court thanks your 


Lordſhip for your free and open Confeſſion of your | 


Faith in this Point. Pray, my Lord Biſhop Ridley, 


let us hear what you ſay to this Point? 
2. Biſhop Ridley. Remember that our grand Cap- 
tain hath overcome this World, for he that is in us is 


greater than he that is in the World: and the Lord pro- 


miſeth unto us, that for the F.le&*s Sake, the Days of 


Wickedneſs ſhall be ſhortned. Book of Martyrs, p. 401. 


3. Biſhop Latimer faith, 


„Here you fee how | 


you ſhall avoid the ſcrupulous Queſtions of the Pre-. | 


deſti- 


1 


deſtination of God; for if thou wilt inquire into his 
g Councils, and enter into his Conſiſtory, thy Wit 
will deceive thee ; for thou wilt not be able to ſearch 
the Councils of God; but if thou begin with Chriſt, 
. and conſider his coming into the World, and doth 
ſt believe that God hath ſent him for thy Sake, to 
it ſuffer for thee, and to deliver thee from Sin, Death, 
g and the Devil and Hell; then, when thou art fo 
farmed with the Knowledge o, Chriſt: Then, I ſay, 


Ir this ſimple Queſtion cannot hurt thee, for thou art 
>, © in the Book of Life, which is Chriſt himſelf,” Ser. 
1e mon on Septuageſima, Page 214 

re 4. Biſhop Jewel. WV hatſoever falleth upon o- 


t, chem altho* others fall and periſh, altho' they for- 
l, F fake Chriſt, and follow after Antichriſt, yet God 
t, hath loved you and given his Son for you; he hath 
m | choſen you, and prepared you to Salvation, and 
bath written your Names in the Book of Life. But 
how may we know that God hath choſen us? How 
may we ſee this Election, or how may we feel it? 
The Apoſtle ſaith, Through Sanctification of the Spi- 
rit, and Belief of the Truth. Theſe are Tokens of 
God's Election. See his Expoſition on the Theſſaloni» 
ans, Page 384. 
5. Biſhop Davenant, What ſay you to this Ar- 


tele; 
I ſay, Predeſtination is an eternal Decree or Pur- 
poſe of God in Time, cauſing effectual Grace in 
all thoſe whom he hath choſen; and by this effectual 
Grace bringing them infallibly unto Glory. For 
Proof of this Propoſition tlieſe Places of Scripture 
might ſerve, Rom. viii. 29, 30. Eph. i. 4, 5. Luke 
p- | Vi. 32. Matib. xxiv. 24. 
is Predeſtination being an immanent and eternal Act 
ro- of the divine Underſtanding and Will, cannot be 
of conceived as dependent upon any foreſeen, tempo- 
O01, 3 ral Acts of Man's Free-will. A prime and eternal 
ow 1 Capſe cannot depend upon the n temporal 
re- Effects, 
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Effects, which are thereby cauſed. If therefore 
Predeſtination be the prime and eternal Cauſe from 
whence Peter's Faith, Repentance and Perſeverance, 
were derived, his foreſeen Faith, Repentance, and Per- 
ſeverance, cannot, in any good Senſe, be imagined ante- 
cedentCauſes, Merits, Conditions, or Motives unto the 
divine Predeſtination. The Jeſuit Ya/quez, tho? he 


founded Predeſtination untoGlory upon foreſeen Me- 


rits, yet in this he is ſounder than the Arminians, 


in that he maketh the differencing of the Predeſti- 


nated from the Reprobated, to begin before all ab- 


folute Previſion of their Free-will: For our learned 


Dr. Overal, Biſhop of Norwich, explaining the Se- 
venteenth Article, hath theſe Words. Our 
Church joins the particular abſolute Decree, not de- 
pending on' the Fore-knowledge of human Faith, 
but from the Diſpoſition of the divine Will, and 
Grace, in thoſe that God hath choſen to free in Chriſt.” 
His Animadverſions on a Treatiſe, intitled, God's 


Love to Mankind, Page 8. 


6. Biſhop Hal! faith: * And as for my Earneſt, it 


cannot more diſappoint me than the Hand that gave 
it, My Soul is poſſeiled with true, however im- 
perfect Grace; and what is Grace but the beginning 
of Glory? And whatis Glory, but the Conſumma- 
tion of Grace ? What ſhould I regard thy Cavils, 
whilſt I have theſe Pledges of the Almighty ? It is 
not in thy Power, malicious Spirit, to ſever theſe 
Things, which God's eternal Decree hath put to- 
gether, our Calling and Election are thus conjoin*d 
from Eternity, all the Craft and Force of Hell can- 
not divorce them: Whom he did predeſtinate, them 
be alſo called, and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified, 
and whom he juſtified, them alſo he glorified, Rom. viii. 

o. Its true many are called, but none are inward- 
ly called, which are not alſo choſen; in which 
Number is my poor Soul, whereto God hath ſhew- 
ed Mercy, in ſingling it cut of this wicked World, 

| | in- 
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into the Liberty of the Sons of God. Satar”s fiery 
Darts quenched, Page 201.“ 

7. Biſhop Reynolds faith, ſpeaking about God's 
Permiſſion of Sin, God may, out of that com- 
mon and equal Maſs, wherein he did decree to per- 
mit it, decree in ſome, in whom he did permit it, to 
pardon it, and on them to ſhew free Mercy; in o- 
thers to puniſh it ; in them to ſhew due and deſer- 
ved Juſtice, the one having nothing to boaſt of, be- 
cauſe the Grace which ſaves them was God's, the 
other nothing to complain of, becauſe the Sin which 
ruins them is their own, he may, by this great Diſ- 


crimination of Perſons, who were in their Lump and 


Maſs equal, and in themſelves indiſcriminated, ſhew 
the abſolute Sovereignty which he had over them, 
as the Potter over his Clay, he may, by his moſt 
ſweer, and yet moſt powerful Efficacy, work the 
Grace of Faith and Repentance, new Obedience, 
and Perſeverance in the Wills and Hearts of thoſe 
on whom he will ſhew Mercy, giving them efficaci- 
ouſly both to Will and to do of his own good Plea- 
ſure, and to leave others to their own Pride and 
Stubbornneſs, his Grace being his own, to do what 
he will with all. And I fay in all this there is nei- 
ther modeſt nor immodeſt Blaſphemy. His Pre- 
face to a Book called Predęſtination, as before pri- 
vately, ſo now at laſt openly defended againſt Poſt- 
deſtination.“ 

8. Biſhop Cooper, in his Book called Heaven o- 
pened; in his explaining the 29th Verſe of the 8th 
of the Romans, faith, Page 361. The whole Book 
of God is full of heavenly Conſolation ; it hath in it 
the Words of eternal Life; but this Place of Scrip- 
ture wherein we are travelling, may be called above 
the reſt, a Treaſure of Comfort; for hear the A- 
poſtle leadeth up the Chriſtian to the Regiſter of 
God, and lets him ſee his own Name written in the 
Book of Lite, his Salvation eſtabliſhed in God's im- 
H mutable 


( 50 ] 


mutable Decree exhibited now by God's effectual 


Calling, to be performed and perfected to him by 
his endleſs Glorification; fo that in all the Book of 
God, there is not ſo clear and certain a Sight of 
Salvation given to the Chriſtian as 1n this Place. It 
comforted Stephen, when he was in the Valley of 
Death, that he ſaw the Heavens opened, and the 
Lord Jeſus ſtanding at the right Hand of his Father: 
And it ſhould no leſs comfort us in all our Tribula- 
tions, that the Apoſtle hear lets us ſee the third Hea- 
vens opened unto us, to make known unto us the 
Will of God concerning our Salvation. This Com- 
fort the Apoſtle breaks up ſhortly, as we heard in 
the End of the laſt Verſe; and now more largely 
explains it in theſe two Verſes, in the which he ſets 
down in Order the Cauſes of our Salvation, and lets 
us ſee how our preſent effectual Calling is ſo inſe- 
parably knit with our Election and Glorification by 
the Hand of God, that no Power on Earth or in 
Hell, is able to break them aſunder; wherefore the 
Certainty of his former Comfort appears clearly, by 
that of Neceſſity, All Things muſt work toge- 
ther for the beſt, unto them that love God, even to 
them that are called, according to his Purpoſe, 
which ſhall be more manifeſted, if we conſider 
how that this golden Chain of our Salvation 
reaches (ſo to ſpeak) from Eternity to Eternity; 
the Beginning of it, albeit without beginning, is 
our Election ; the End of It, albeit without End, 
is our Glorification. Theſe two Ends of the 
Chain the Lord keeps ſure and ſecret in his own 
Hand, but the two middle Links thereof, to wit 


our Calling and Juſtification z the Lord lets them 


down from Hcaven to Earth, that we for our Com- 
fort might apprehend them; and being ſure of the 
two middle Links, we might alſo be ſure of the 


two Ends, becauſe the Lord hath knit them inſepa- 5 


rably together. Fore- Eno ledge then in this 
Chain 
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Chain of Salvation is ſpecially conſidered, as it is 


conjoined with the Love and Liking of God, as 1t 
is all one with Election, extended to none, but un- 
to the Children of his good-will. This Way is 
affirmed of the godly. The Lord knows them that are 
his; but denied of the Wicked, Depart from me, ye 
Workers of Iniquity, I know ye not; that is, albeit I 
know your Perſons, yea your moſt ſecret Actions, 
yet yourſelves I know not, ſo that I love you; and 
this Way Fore-knowledge ſpecially conſider'd, is 
called the Book of Life, wherein the Lord hath 
written the Names of thoſe whom he hath ordained 
to Life. 

Predeſtination is alſo two Manner of Ways con- 
ſidered, firſt, as it is generally extended to all his 
Creatures; for as he knew them all before, ſo 
he appointed them by Mids into their own End. 
Other Artificers, when they have made a Work, 
know not what will be the End of it; he that builds 
an Houſe, knows not how long it will ſtand, whe- 
ther the Fire ſhall conſume it, or the Winds o— 
verturn, or the Earthquake undermine it; but the 
Lord hath made his Creatures, ſo hath he appoint- 
ed them to an End which he knew himſclt : But 
here Predeſtination is ſpecially conſidered, and is no 
larger than Election; reſpecting the Elect only, 
whom he hath ordained unto Life, by his own Mids, 
for the Word here not only ſignifieth to ordain an 
End, but alſo to appoint all the Limits, Borders 
and Middles within and by which thou art to come 

to that End, 

Before we come to the Doctrine of Inſtruction, 
we will encounter with our Adverfaries, who read 
theſe Words in this Manner, that the Lord predeſti- 
nated thoſe whom he foreknew to be conformed to 
the Image of his Son, that ſo they to eſtabliſh their 
Error of foreſeen Merits, it were ſufficicnt to bring 
againſt them the beſt Learped. of their own Side; 

e ſome 
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ſome whereof read their Words as we do, as the 
Jefuires of Rhemes. Others plainly impunge that 
reading, and the Error of foreſeen Merits founded 
upon it; for ſo Caietane writeth upon this Place, To 
confute (ſaith he) the Doctrine of thoſe who give 
the firſt Place of Salvation to God's Fore-knowledge 
of Mens Merits, which he was to do, and ſo puts 
his Preſcteric{ as a Reaſon and Cauſe of his Predeſti- 
nation, to confute theſe I ſay, he gives the firſt 
Place of Salvation to the Purpoſe of God, while he 
ſaith unto them that are called according to his Pur- 
pole, 

Aquinas 1n like manner, writing upon the ſame 
Place (faith) to affirm that any Merit upon our Part 
muſt be preſuppoſed, the Preſcience whereof was 
the Cauie of Predeſtination is no other thing, but 
to affirm that Grace were given of our Merits, and 
that the Beginning of Good Works were of 
ourſclves, and the Conſummation thereof were of 


God. (Saith he) the Words are to be read this. 


ay more conveniently ; Whom he foreknew them 
he alſo predeſtinated to be made like unto the I- 
mage of his Son, that ſo this Conformity be not a 
Cauſe of Predeſtination, but an Effect; but beſides 
thele, this Error is confuted by manifold Proofs of 
holy Scripture : The Apoſtle faith he hath choſen 
us in Chriſt, therefore not in ourſelves; he faith 
again, that we ſhould be holy and without blame. 
He faith not, he chooſe us becauſe he foreſaw that 
we would be holy; ſo he ſets down Sanctification 
as an Effect of Predeſtination. Now it is certain, 
one Effect of Predeſtination may well be the Cauſe 
of another. Predeſtination, not the Effect, as the 
preaching of the Word, is a Cauſe of Faith, and Faith 
is a certain Cauſe of Juſtification, but no Effect of 
Predeſtination can be a Cauſe of it. Again he faith, 


the Lord ſaved us and called us with an holy Cal- 
ling, not according to our Works; whereas you ſee 


that 
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Anti in our Calling, our Works and God's Purpoſe 

are manifeſtedly oppoſed, ſo that the putting off 

the one is the removing of the other; thus, neither 

in our Election before Time, not in our Calling in 

Time, hath the Lord regarded our Works or fore- 

ſeen Rectitude of our Wills, but the good Pleaſure 

of his own Will. 

And I pray you, what other Thing could the 
Lord foreſee in us, than that which he foreſaw in 
the Iſraelites ? I know that thou art obſtinate, and 
thy Neck an Iron Sinew, and thy Brow Braſs; I 
knew that thou wouldeſt grievouſly tranſgreſs, 
therefore I called thee a Tranſgreſſor from the 
Womb, yet for my Name Sake will 1 defer my 
Wrath, - and for my Praiſe will I refrain it from 
thee, that I cut thee not off; yea, in ſo man 
Places of holy Scripture doth the Lord plead the 
Cauſe of his own Glory, that it cannot be but a moſt 
fearful Sacrilege againſt ſo clear a Light, for a Man 
either in Part or in the Whole, to make his own 
Merits a Cauſe of Salvation. When the Lord cal- 
led Abraham he found him an Idolator, when he 
called Paul he found him a Perſecutor, when he 
called Matthew he found him a Publican, when he 
called Mary he found her poſſeſſed with Devils. 

All that ever received Grace ſtand up as ſo many 


Witneſſes of his Glory, ſaying, not unto us O Lord, 


but to thy Name be the Praiſe, P/al. cxv. i. As to 
thoſe Objections which the Brain of Man hath 
brought againſt this Truth of God, to clear them- 
ſelves and charge the Lord with Unrighteouſneſs, 
they are all ſo ſufficiently anſwered by the Apoſtle, 
that the Lord by reaſon of his abſolute Authority 
over all his Creatures, hath Power over the ſame 
Lump, to make one Veſſel to Honour and for to 
ſhew the Glory of his Mercy; and another Veſſel 
of Diſhonour to ſhew the Glory of his Juſtice ; 
Keing this Power is not denied to the Potter over 

his 
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his Clay, how dare Men ſpeak againſt it in the 
Lord over his Creatures. O Man, who art thou 
that replieth againſt God. Wo be to him that ſtri- 
veth with his Maker: And in his Expoſition on 
the 3oth Verſe he hath theſe Words, It comes to 
paſs that this Saving Grace of the Goſpe), it comes 
into a Land but not into every City; it enters into 
a City, but not into every Family; it enters into a 
Family, but comes not to every Perſon of the Fa- 
mily ; of Husband and Wife, of Maſters and Ser- 
vants, of Parents and Children, of Brethren and 
Siſters, the one it takes, the other rejected; it came 
to Jericho, and choſe out Zacheus; it came to Philippi, 
and choſe out Lydia and the Jaylor ; it came to Rome 
into the Court of Nero, but lighted not upon Nero ; 
and entred into the Family of Narciſſus, but it enter- 
ed not into the Heart of Narciſſus ; fo that as the 
Lord governeth the Clouds that he makes them rain 
upon one City and not upon another; ſo doth he diſ- 
pence the Dew of his Grace, that he makes it drop 
upon one Heart and not on another; the Goſpel is 
preached to many, but the Bleſſing that comes by the 
Goſpel, abides only on the Children of Peace.“ 

9. Biſhop Babington ſaith thus, in his Sermon at 
PauPs Croſs, page 174, vol. IT. He calleth his by 
their Names, therefore he knows them both who 
they are and how many. And St. Auguſtin joineth, 
when he ſaith the Number of the Elect is fo certain, 


that neither Addition can be made unto them, nor 


Diminution from them; away then with theſe cur- 
ſed Cavils that fly up and down againſt this Doctrine; 
for it is holy, it is ſweet, it is the Lord's, it makes 
no good Perſon ſet all things at Six and Sevens, as 
Careleſs what they do; ſaying, if I be predeſtinated 
to be ſaved I cannot be damned, and if I be ap- 
pointed to Death I cannot be ſaved ; but contrari- 
wiſe, it maketh Men rather careful to uſe Means, 
as knowing the Decree of God taketh its Effect by 

Means, 


he turned a- ſide from the Lot of his Miniſtry where- 
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Means, therefore ſuch as rightly underſtand this 
Doctrine, and carry in themſelves a Care not to 


ſpeak prophanely of any Truth of God, howbeit 


they know that the Decree of God ſtandeth in itſelf 


ever unchangeable, and cannot be altered, yet look 
they not at that, but at the Means that God hath 
appointed all Men to uſe, either for the obtaining 
or avoiding, of any thing wiſhed or feared, and not 
any way made careleſs in the Means by the End: 
As for Example, that I may be plain, Rebecca knew 
that God had appointed her Son Jacob, to live and 
be a greater Man than Eſau; becauſe God had told 
her, that he would make two Nations of her Sons, 
and the Elder ſhould ſerve the Younger ; yet did 
ſhe not conclude hereupon as theſe Men do, that 
therefore it mattereth not what ſhe did: When E- 


ſau threatened to kill Jacob for being appointed to 


live, he could not be killed; but contrariwiſe, ſhe 
moſt carefully deviſed and moſt ſpeedily ufed Means 
to keep him from Danger, by ſending him away to 
her Brother Laban till Eſau's Anger ſhould be aſſwag- 
ed, knowing as 1 ſaid, that the Decree of God did not 
prejudice the Means, but rather bind unto the ſame, 
as being to take its Effect in Time by the ſame, 


and ſo the ran not raſhly to the Council of God, as 
4 theſe Men do, but looked what her own Duty were, 


and uſed that by which Means both. her Sons lived, 
and all came to paſs well, as God had decreed. 


1 Two other uſeful Similies he brings to prove this 
Precious Truth; but let this ſuffice,” 


10, © Biſhop Dœunbam (faith) firſt, there is a 
predeſtinated Decree and Appointment of God, both 
unto Life and unto Death, to Puniſhment and to Glo- 


ry, wherein'all Men are not choſen to Life, nor all 


condemned unto Death, but ſome to the one and 


2 tome to the other; the Truth hereof is evident in 


Judas the the Traitor, of whom Peter (faith) that 


unto 
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unto Chriſt once called him, to go to his own Place. 


In the Words his own, 1s noted his proper De- 
gree of Puniſhment, and calling it his Place, ſhew- 
eth that it was reſerved for him and allotted for 
him from Eternity. 

Secondly, Every particular Perſon is thus prede- 
ſtinated, ſo that both the Number how many and 
the Perſons who they be, are from all Eternity moſt 
certainly known to God; therefore our Saviour 
ſaith, their Names are written in Heaven; and in 
Jobn he ſaith, A good Shepherd calleth his oο Sheep 
by Name, and leadeth them out, and giveth them eter- 
nal Life, and they fhall never periſh. John x. 28. 
1 Tim. ii. 19. 

Nevertheleſs, the Foundation of God ſtandeth 
ſure, having this Seal, the Lord knows them that 
are his; agreeable whereunto our Saviour ſaith, J 
know whom I have choſen. This Number of God's 
Elect, in Compariſon of the Reprobate is but ſmall, 
for many are called but few are choſen : if but few, 
even of thoſe that have an outward Calling, how 
much more few if you conſider the reſt of the 
World beſides ? And this may teach us the rather 
how to admire God's Goodneſs to ourſelves, as 
Nature and Reaſon do inſtruct us, to ſet more by 
that which is common but with a few. 

Thirdly, The Cauſe of this Difference, is. the 
F de- Will and Pleaſure of God, without any Mo- 
tive to it, but in and of himſelf, which the Name 
of Predeſtination ſpeaketh; that the Will and De- 
cree of God, not in Time only, but in the very 
Order and Nature of Cauſes, is firſt and before all 
Things; and the Apoſtle faith plainly, he worketh 
all Things after the Council of his own Will, God 
therefore notwithſtanding any thing that hath been 
ſaid, is no Reſpecter of Perſons, nor moved by any 
Quality that is in Man, but by his own Free-Will, 


no Fore-knowledge of Faith or Infidelity, good or 


evil 


1 


evil Works were the Cauſe of this Decree; for they 
are but Conſequences that follow and depend upon 
it; but all here is free, the Root itſelf and all the 
Branches of Election free; therefore the Apoſtle 
calleth it the Election of Grace: Our Calling is 
freely by his Grace ; Juſtification is freely by Grace, 
Sanctification free, and eternal Life the free Gift 


of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Election 


therefore is from the only Will and Pleaſure of God; 
for above this, or out of this it is impoſſible to go. 

So that Election being from Eternity is certain 
and immutable; for as none of the Elect can ever 
periſh, no more can a Reprobate ever come to be 


| faved, the Decrees of God being all unchangeable, 


as he himſelf is. | 
The Sum of Sacred Divinity, Page 288, 289, 
290. | 
" 1. Biſhop Hopkins ſaith, There is indeed an 
abſolute Election to Salvation, whereby God, with- 
out reſpect of Works, hath choſen ſome to Salvati- 
on.“ And again he faith, * Let it now ſuffice us to 
know that God from all Eternity, foreſeeing the 
Sin and Miſery which Man would, by his Permiſſi- 
on, and his own Sin, involve himſelf in, did, for 
the Manifeſtation of the Riches both of his Mercy 
and Juſtice, enter into Counſel, how to pardon and 
ſave him. This was the End of God's Deſign, e- 
ven to reſtore again to Happineſs ſome of Mankind, 


even as many as he ſhould ſelect out of the Mais 


and common Rubbiſh of Sin and Miſery, and ſet 
apart for himſelf, Page 513.” 

12. Biſhop Beveriage, in his Expoſition on the 
Seventeenth Article of the Church of England, 
hath divided it into three Parts; and becauſe I 
have ſet down the Article at large, I intreat my 
Readers to turn to it; and when you have read the 
firſt Part of the Article, the Biſhop faith thus unto it: 

I 


Tho' 
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& Tho? in the other Articles we may make Uſe 
of Reaſon .as well as Scripture and Fathers, yet in 
this we muſt make Uſe of Scriptures and Fathers 
only, and not of Reaſon; for as the ordinary 
Prieſts were not to enter into the Holy of Holies, ſo 
neither 1s this carnal Reaſon to venture uponMyſtery 
of Myſteries; for it concerns God's Predeſtination, 
which muſt needs be infinitely above Man's Appre- 
henſion; ſo that a Cockle-fiſh may as ſoon croud 
the Ocean into its narrow Shell, as vain Man ever 
comprehend the Decrees of God; and hence it is, 
that both in publick and private I have ſtill endea- 
voured to ſhun Diſcourſes of this Nature; and now, 
that I am unavoidably fallen upon it, I ſhall ſpeak 
as little as poſſibly I can unto it, eſpecially conſider- 
ing how many other Truths are ſtill behind; and in 
that little I ſhall ſpeak to, I ſhall labour to make 
Uſe of as few of my own Words as I can, ſpeak- 
ing nothing concerning this great Myſtery, but 
what Scripture and Fathers have expreſly delivered 
unto me. | 
So much therefore of this Article, as I have tran- 
ſcribed contains an excellent Deſcription of Electi- 
on or Predeſtination to Life, exactly conſonant to 
the Doctrine delivered by St. Paul to the Epheſians, 
in theſe Words, According as he hath choſen us in 
him, before the Foundation of the World, that wwe 
ſhould be holy, and without Blame cefore him, in Love, 
haviug predeſtinated us unto the Adoption of Children 
by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good Plea- 


ſure of his Will, to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, 


wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved, Eph. i. 
4, 5, 6. And to Timothy in theſe Words; Who 
bath ſaved us and called us, with an holy Calling, nat 
according to our Works, Lut according to his oxon Pur- 
Poſe and Grace, which was given us in Jeſus Chriſt, be- 
fore the World began, 2 Tim. i. 9. And what the 


Apoſtle 


c 


— 
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Apoſtle did here deliver from God, the Primitive 
Church learned and taught from him. | 

St. Augultin expreſly ſays, * Before he made us ne 
foreknew us, and choſe us in his Fore-knowledge, 
when he had not as yet made us; but by whom could 
this be done, but by him who calls thoſe Things 
that are not, as if they were? For the Apoſtle faith, 
Who choſe us before the Foundation of the World. We 
are made within the World, but we were choſen be- 
fore the World.” And again, Out of thofe to 
whom the righteous Severity had adjudged Puniſh- 
ments, according to the inexpreſſible Mercy of his 
hidden Diſpenſation, he choſe out Veſſels which he 
might fit for Honour.“ And elſe where,“ And by no 
Means doubt, that the Trinity, the unchangeable, 
the certain Foreknower of all Things and Works, 
both his own and Man's, before all Worlds did know 
to whom he would give Grace by Faith, without 
which none from the Beginning of the World to the 
End of it can be abſolved from the Guilt of his ori- 
ginal and actual Sin: For thoſe whom God fore- 
knew, he did alſo predeſtinate to be conformable to 
the Image of his Son.” And thus Proſper allo,** The 
Predeſtination of God no Catholick Perſon denies, 
Sc. but the Faith of Predeſtination is confirmed from. 
the manifold Authorities of the holy Scriptures, to 


whom it is not lawful by any Means to aſcribe thoſe 


Things that are wickedly done by Men who came 
into that Pronneſs to fall not from the Creation of 


God, but from the Sin or Prevarication of the firſt 


Parent, from the Puniſhment whereof none is freed, 
but by the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, prepar- 
ed and predeſtinated in the eternal Counſel of God, 


| before the Foundation of the World.” 


Fulgentius alſo delivered his Opinion very clearly 


in this Caſe : For God, faith he, who made Man, 


did himſelf prepare in his Predeſtination, both the 
Gifts of Illumination to believe, and the Gift of 
| I 2 Per- 
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Perſeverance to profit, and perſever, and the Giſt 
of Glorification to reign for ſuch to whom he pleaſ- 


ed to give it. Who alſo doth not any other Ways 


perform in Deed, than was ordained by his eternal 
and unchangeable Will, the Truth of which Pre- 
deſtination, whereby the Apoitle witneſſeth, we 
were predeſtinated in Chriſt before the Foundation 
of the World. It any one refuſe to receive me 
with the Belief of the Heart, or to utter with the 
Mouth, if he before the laſt Day of this profane 
Life, doth not lay aſide the Obſtinacy of his Impi- 
ety, whereby, as a Rebel, he withſtandeth the 
true and living God, it is manifeſt that he doth not 
belong unto the Number of thoſe which God did 
before the Foundation of the World, freely choſe 
in Chrift, and predeſtinated unto the Kingdom, 
And then the Biſhop ſaith, After Predeſtination 
itſelf deſcribed here, we have a Deſcription of ſuch 
as are predeſtinated, leading them from Grace to 
Grace, and at length conducting them into Glory ; 
all which is virtually, if not expreſly contained in 
that excellent Paſſage of the Apoſtle, to this Pur- 
pole, from whence I ſuppoſe this Part of the Ar- 
ticle was taken; where he ſaith; For whom he did 
foreknow, he did alſo predeſtinate to be confirmed to tho 
Image of his Son, that he might be the firſt born among 
many Breibren. Moreover, whom he did predeſtinate 
them be alſo called, and «chem he called, them he alſo 
juſtified, and whom be juſtified, them be alſo glorified, 
Rom. viii. 29, 30. Which Words St. Auguſtine 
having repeated, concludes, ** Of theſe are predeſti- 
nated none ſhall periſh with the Devil, none of 
them ſhall remain under the Power of the Devilun- 
to Death.“ And the fame Father again, or as 
others think, Fu gentius, to the ſame Purpoſe, Firm- 
ly believe, and do not doabt, but that all that God 
of his bountiful Goodneis, made Veſſels of Mercy, 
Vere predeſtinated of God before the R 
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the World unto the Adoption of the Children of 
God; and that neither any of them whom God 
predeſtinated to the Kingdom of Heaven, can pe- 
riſh, nor any of thoſe whom he did not predeſti- 
nate unto Lite can be ſaved, for that Predeſtination 
is the Preparation of the free Gift, whereby the A- 
poſtle ſaith, We are predeſtinated unto the Adoption of 
the Children of God by Jeſus Chriſt, to himſelf. And 
ſo doth Bradward, in the Profound, alſo ſay, Pre- 
deſtination 1s the eternal Preparation by the Will of 
God, of final Grace in the Way, and eterna] Happi- 
neſs in the Country for a reaſonable Creature. But 
to proceed to the third Part of the Article, the Bi- 
ſhop faith, in which Words are ſeveral Things 
briefly to be conſider'd; firſt, That to gocd, holy, 
and religious Perſons, the godly Conſideration of 
this Doctrine of our Election in Chriſt, is full of 
ſweet, pleaſant, and unſpeakable Comfort, which 
we ſee verified in the Example of St. Paul, who 
having confider'd the Truth of this Myſtery, im- 
mediately triumphs with Joy and Comfort, crying 
out, What ſhall we ſay to theſe Things? If God be 
for us, who can be againſt us? Who ſhall lay any 
Thing to the Charge of God's Elect? It is God that 
Juſtifieth, Rom. viii. 31. 33. Not who ſhall lay 
any Thing to the Charge of God's People, or of 
God's Servants : But who ſhall lay any Thing to 
the Charge of God's Elect ? If God hath elected 
us, it is in vain for Men or Devils to accuſe us. If 
he be our Friend, it is in vain for any one to be our 
Foe.” Thus far this excellent Biſhop. A Clergy- 
man told me, he was the Phenix of all the Church 
of England Biſhops; and therefore I hope what he 
hath jad in Vindication of this precious Truth, will 
meet with a kinder Acceptance z and Mr, Richard 
Smith, the Bookſcller, that, Queen Anne au- 
thoriſed to priat his Works, ſaith thus of the Bi- 
{kops, in the Preface. of this Book, from which E 
tran- 


affectionate Reader 
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tranſcribed theſe e (faith he) © The moſt 
nows now by Experience, that 

in any thing that bears Biſhop Beveridge's Name, the 
Matter may be ſublime enough to anſwer the high- 
eſt Expectation of the Learned, and yet the Stile 
and Manner of treating it be ſuch as will render 
it intelligible to the loweſt Apprehenſions; his Pri- 
vateThoughts are anInſtance of this, which are in equal 


Eiteem, both by the Learned and Unlearned ; tho“ 


its an Injury to his Memory to ſpecify any particular 


Book, when his whole Works in general have been 
ſo univerſally received, as to run off about Ninety 
Thouſand Volumes, in leſs than Seven Years. | 

To attempt a Character of the good Biſhop him- 


ſelf would be ſtill more preſumptuous, his natural 


Abilities and indefatigable Induſtry, his profound 
Skill in the Fathers, and moſt exact Knowledge of 
ſacred Writ, all joined with a ſober, yet exalted 
Piety, have rendered him as much ſuperior to the 
Praiſe of Men, as the State of Bliſs he now enjoys, 
excells the State of his living Admirers; and I hum- 


bly hope the like Character may be juſtly given to 


the other Eleven Biſhops, whoſe Sayings I have 
carefully quoted, to prove the Truth of the firit 
Point. ; 

L. C. J. Mr. Arminius, you may ſee here are 
twelve Fathers flat againſt you; ſo that you are 
found a Depraver of one of the chicf Articles of the 
Church of England; ſo that you ſtand excluded 
from the Church of England, by the 27th Cannon, 
zz ſhoots you thro* and thro*, (the Words are) no 
Miniſter ſhall admit any to the holy Communion, 
tuat is a Depraver of any thing contained in any of 
the nine and thirty Articles; and if a Miniſter is to 
exclude others from the Communion, then certainly 
he ought to be excluded himſelf that 1s guilty of the 
fame Fact: So I think you ſtand condemned, firſt 
by your Articles, as to this Point and the Common 


Prayer 
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Prayer-Book, and by the Homilies, and by thefe 
Right Reverend Biſhops, and by the Scriptures, 
that they cite to confirm their Aſſertions. 

What do you ſay to theſe Things thus plainly 
proved againſt you ? 

Arminius, I remain in the ſame Mind; but I de- 
fire your Lordſhip would be pleaſed to hear what 
my Council hath to ſay in my Brhalf; then ſaid his 
Counſellor | 

Mr. Human Underſtanding. May it pleaſe your 
Lordſhip to hear me in Behalf of my Client; I 
think it is a great Hardſhip for him to be compelled 
to ſubſcribe to Articles that he doth not believe, and 
are fo contrary to his and my Reaſon ; for I have 
always adviſed him not to believe things that are 
above his Reaſon to comprenend, but to ſtand up a- 
gainſt ſuch Points. 

L. C. J. If the Decrees of God and his wiſe Pro- 
vidence have their proper Fitneſs, according to the 
incomprehenſible Greatneſs of his own Nature, then 
they have ſuch a Fitneſs as is far above our Reaſon 
to comprehend, and nothing but a Revelation from 
him ſhould ſatisfy us, and that ſhould without any 
Heſitation; and as we find ſuch a Truth by him 


in his own unerring Word, therefore I think it is 
our Duty to mention it as an Article of our Faith; 


and therefore we will proceed to the ſecond Point, 
and that is, on Redemption; and here, Mr. Armi— 
#145, let us know your Faith on this Point, with all 
the Brevity you can, 
Arminius. I believe according to the expreſs 
Words of the 31ſt Article of our Church. | 
L. C. J. How came you to ſtick to the exact 


Words of this Article, and not the exprets Words 


of thr 17th Article? Here is ſomething of a My- 


J itery, pray unſold it. 


Arminius, May it pleaſe your Lordſhip to hear 


me: I ever had an Averſion agalnſt the Docccine 
con- 
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contained in the 17th Article; but I always believed 


this in its greateſt Extent : This is the Truth of the 


Caſe, I aſſure your Lordſhip. 

L. C. J. Pray les me hear you expreſs the very 
Words of the Article, as far as it concerns Redemp- 
tion; 

rminias, The Offering of Chriſt once made, is 
that perfect Redemption, Propitiation, and Satiſ- 
faction for all the Sins of the whole World, both 
Original and Actual, and there is none other Satiſ- 
faction for Sin but that alone. 

L. C. 7- Now can any Perſon of a tolerable Ca- 
pacity think that the Compilers made an Article 
to maintain abſolute Election, and another to hold 
univerſal Redemption, which would quite contra- 
dict the other; no, no, they were wiſer Men than 
ſo to think; but they put it into ſuch general Terms, 
that they might not be thought to diſcourage any 
poor awakened Sinner from laying hold on Re- 
demption, for an univerſal Redemption muſt have 
an univerſal Deliverance from eternal Wrath ; or 
there muſt be a Defect in-the Redemption or the 
Redeemer ; if all Men's Sins were attoned for, both 
Original and Actual, then not one of the human 
Race ſhould go to Hell, then Hell would not have 
one in it; but this is ſo contrary to a Multitude 
of Scriptures, that we cannot mention ſuch an Er- 
ror. 

But let us hear what the Fathers of the Church 
held of Redemption, that lived not many Ycars 
after theſe Articles was compiled, and that is the 
beſt Way to come at the true Senſe of this Article, 
as well as we have done of the laſt; for it is a Say- 
ing among the Learned, that the nearer the Foun- 
tain, the clearer the Stream. 

L. C. J. Pray, my good Lord Biſhop Uper, let 
us hear your Opinion of our Redemption. 


Biſhop 


| World of his Elect. Ja. I. 5 
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Biſhop Uſer. Anſwer, By his moſt mini Suf. 
ferings fe hath fatisfied for the Sins of the whole 


. 
and appeaſed the Wrath of his Father; ſo that 
hereby we receive Attonement and Reconciliation 
with God, our Sins are taken away, and we are 
freed from all the Puniſhment of Body and Soul, 
which our Sins have deſerved, Heb. ix. 2, 6. 

L. C. F. Pray my Lord Biſhop Beveridge, let us 
hear your Opinion on Redemption; for we will not 
trouble the reſt of the honourable Jury, for as the 
firſt Perſon and the laſt Perſon gives it, we will reſt 
ſatisfied with their Judgments on this great Point. 

Fath God the All-wiſe, Omni potent made 

Creature, his own Deſigns io invaae ; 

And ſpoil the Scheme that he hath laid, 

I have here, tho' a Digreſſion, ſet down the two 
firſt Pages of his Sermon, to ſhew my Readers what 
an exceeding Care every Soul that ſhall read this 
ought to take, that they hold not damnable Errors, 
and O that the Lord would make it of great Uſe to 

every Soul. 

For God ſo loved the Warld, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. John ui. 16. 

When I read of that ſad K pithet which the A- 
poſtle Peter lays upon ſome Hereſies, 2 Pet. ii. 1. 
That there are damnable Hergſies, by which the 
Broachers and Abettors of them bring upon themſelves 
ſwift Deſtruction, it preſently ſtrikes me into a Fear 
and Jealouſy of myſelf, left thro' the Weakneſs 


of my own Judgment, and the Deceits of mine 


own Heart, prompted by the ſecret Workings of 
the Prince of Darkneſs, myſelf ſhould be 8 
into ſuch damnable Herefies which have ſwift De- 
ſtruction attending on them. And likewiſe it can- 
not but make mine Heart to tremble, when I con- 
ſider what a flight Matter many make of venting, 


K and 
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and others of receiving and entertaining whatſoever 
Opinions firſt preſent themſelves, without any ſe- 
rious Scrutiny and Search into the holy Scriptures, 
with the good Bereans, to ſee whether theſe things 
be ſo or no, But ſurely, Brethren, you will be 
cured of this ſpiritual Diſeaſe, and drawn out of 
this Indifferency of Spirit, in Matters of Opinion, 
if you do but ponder whatever now hath been ſaid 
in your ſerious Meditations ; and conſider, that as 
your cruel Murders are damnable, as your filthy 
Adulteries and Fornications are damnable, as your 
idolatrous Covetouſneſs, horrid Oaths, brutiſh 
Drunkenneſs, and ſuch like crimſon Sins are dam- 
nable, ſo your erroneous Opinions and maintained 
Hereſies may be damnable too: not only your 
Errors in Practice, but likewiſe your Errors in 
Judgment are damnable Sins. Hence it 1s that I 
look upon it as a Miniſter's Duty, and mine own 
amongſt the reſt (tho? the meaneſt and unworthieſt 
of all my Maſter's Servants) to preach Truth, as 
well as preſs Duty, to endeavour for the Informa- 
tion of your Judgments, as well as the Reforma- 
tion of your Lives; the Correction of your Heads, 
as well as Hearts. In one Word, to bring you off, 
and keep you from damnable Hereſies, as well as 
damnable Iniquities. And as it is my Duty to 
preach Truth, ſo it is yours to hear it; not with 
Hearts poſſeſt with Prejudice, nor fraught with 
Wrath and Malice againſt the Preaching or Prea- 
cher of it; but to hear it with Hearts ready to 
embrace it, as it ſhall be deliver'd and explain'd to 
you out of the Scriptures, which are the Word of 
God, the God of Truth, and therefore the Touch- 
ſtone to bring all Truth to, to examine whether 
they be current or no in the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
the Church of God. And indeed that which I 
ſhall endeavour to ſpeak a little to at this time, con- 

cerning God's Love to, and Chriſt's Redemption 


= of 
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of Mankind, * as much of our ſerious Search 
an 


into as any, that if we either conſider the ſad 
Conſequents, or the ſo general maintaining your Er- 
ror in it, My Thoughts therefore concerning it I 
ſhall endeavour to explain out of theſe Words; 
And God ſo loved, &c. In the ſpeaking to theſe 
Words I ſhall firſt endeavour the Explication of 
them, then I ſhall draw the Obſervation from them, 
then arm the Truth with Argument, and, laſtly, 
defend it from thoſe Objections which commonly 
are, and may be ſhot againſt it. 

Neither, I think, can every particular Perſon in 
the World, Man and Woman, be meant by the 
World here; for God cannot be ſaid to love every 
Perſon in the Porld; for himſelf ſaith, that he hat- 
eth all Workers of Iniquity, Pſal. v. 5. Who are 
Workers of Iniquity, if not ſuch who are not in- 
veſted and adorned with the glorious Robes of 
* Chris Righteouſneſs? And have all the VWorld pur 

off the filthy Rags of their own Wickedneſs, and 
put on theſe Robes of our Saviour's Righteouſnels ? 
No, ſurely. And yet more particularly, Mal. i. 2, 
3. and Rom. ix. 13. where it is ſaid, Jacob have TI 
loved, Eſau have I hated; and that, if you obſerve the - 
Context, before they had done Good or Evil. Now 
if he hated Eſau, how could he be ſaid to love every 
particular Perſon in the World? And this will like- 
wiſe further appear, if you do but conſider, that the 
Words cannot bear this Interpretation; for then the 
Words ſhould b eread in this Manner, For God fo 
loved every particular Perſon in the World, Jacob 
and Eſau, ſuch as ſhall believe, and ſuch as ſhail not 
believe, that ſuch as ſhall believe ſcould. not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life. If he gave his only begotten 
Son, that ſuch as ſhould believe ſhould be ſaved, 
ſurely he cannot be ſaid to embrace Unbelievers too 
with the ſame Affection. Surely, according to that 


Senſe, the Words ſhould rather have run thus, For 
K 2 EIS God 
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Cod fo leved every particular Perſon, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that none might periſh, but that all 
migli come to everlaſting Life. But how can God, 
without a great Abſurdity, be ſaid to love ſuch a 
Perſon with this peculiar and ſpecial Love, whom he 
never intends to bring to Enjoyment of himſelf. 
What! ſhall the Flames of God's Love be en- 
kindled towards ſuch a Perſon in particular, whom 
the Flames of Hell-fire muſt ſcorch unto all Eternity ? 
No, ſurely ; every one that God fo loves upon Earth, 
ſhall one Day take their fill of his Love in Heaven. 
4. By World in this Place, methinks, we may 
well underſtand Mankind in genera], yet without 
reſpect unto any particular Perſon whatſoever; and 
ſo the Senſe runs thus, For God fo loved the little 
Werld of Mankind, upon which at the firſt be enſtam- 
ped his own Image, that he ſent his only Son, that what- 
ſoe ver particular Perſon, contained under this general 
Nature, ſhould believe in him, ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life. Now, leſt, by avoucking this, 
I ſhould be thought to aſſert the Univerſality of 
Chris Redemption, I would have you to conſider, 
that it is not ſaid, For God ſo loved the World, that 
be gave his only begotten Son for it, then, I confeſs, 
Arminius might have thought to have picked ſome- 
thing out of what hath been ſaid, for the propping 
up of his Opinion; but, He gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believes in him. As if he ſhould 
have ſaid, For God fo loved Mankind, that he ſent 
bis on'y begotten Son, for the Redemption of every 
ſuch Perſon amongſt them, who ſhall believe, that ſuch 
might not periſh, but bave everlaſting Life. Now, 
you cannot gather hence, that he intended the Re- 
demption and Salvation of every particular Perſon, 
but rather the contrary, only of ſuch as ſhall be- 
lieve. Let me inſtance it by a familiar Compariſon. 
A King having many Kingdoms under his Domini- 
on, one amongſt the reſt becomes diſioyal, refracto- 
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ry, and diſobedient, for which Cauſe he lays upon 
them great Preſſures and heavy Bondage; yet, it 
being one of his own Countries, he ſo far loves it, 
that he'll ſend his Son, his only Son into it, that 
whatſoever Perſons in all the Nation ſhall reverence 
this his Son (tho' he knows all will not, nay, he 
knows, that ſuch and ſuch in particular will not) 

rform due Homage and Obeiſance to him, 
ſhall be delivered from their Bondage, and reſtored 
to their former Liberty. Now, you'll ſay, this 
the King may, from that Reſpe& which he hath 
for the Nation in general, without having Reſpect 
to any particular Perſons whatſoever. And farther, 
you may eaſily perceive, the King, by ſending his 
Son amongſt them, did not intend the Redemption 
of all, (for he knew all would not perform the Con- 
dition) but only of ſuch who ſhall perform the Con- 


dition of doing reverence, and giving Obedience to 


his Son. The Caſe is the ſame here: Tho' Man 
hath rebelled againſt his Maker, the King of Glory, 
yet ſo far doth this good King reſpect Mankind, that 


hell ſend his only begotten Son amongſt them, not 


with an Intention to redeem and fave all, (for he 
himſelf knows all will not believe, nay, he knows 
none can believe, but ſuch which he ſhall by his own 
Grace enable to it) but only with an Intention to 
ſave ſuch who, by Grace deriv*d from himſelf, ſhall 
believe in his Son. The Words being thus ex- 
plain'd, you may eaſily ſee, That notwithſtandin 
that I take not the Word World only for the Worl 
God's Elect, yet that univerſal Redemption, or 
God's intending to ſave all by Chriſt's Death, is fo 
far from finding any footing upon this Text, that 
the contrary 1s clearly drawn from it. 

The Propoſition, therefore, which theſe Words, 
thus explained, preſent us with is this, God ſent his 
only begotten Son into the World, only for the Sal- 
vation and Redemption of ſuch as believe in him. 


Or 
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Or thus, The End of Chriſt's coming into the 
World, was not the Salvation of all and every par- 
ticular Perſon in it, but only of thoſe who ſhall be- 
lieve in him. This Aſſertion the Arminians, or 
Remonſtrants, brand with notorious Falſity, and 


would ſet the Crown of Truth upon the Head of the 


quite contrary, Let one of them ſpeak for all. The 


Author of the Book intitled, God Love to Mankind, 


in the 82d Page, Edit. 1633. upon thoſe Words, 
Fohn xii. 47. and John iii. 17. ſaith, That theſe Ne- 
gations, joined with Afirmations, ſhew, that the Sal- 
vation of all Men was the End of Chriſt's coming in- 
to the World, the Enid excluſively, no other End was 


properly intended by it but this. And preſently after, 


The End of Chriſt's coming into the World, was the 
Salvation of all, and every Perſon in it, This there- 
fore, is the Queſtion, which, by God's Aſſiſtance, 
and your Patience, I ſhall endeavour to ſpeak a little 
to, and ſhew you, that Chriſt did not come into the 
World intentionally to fave every particular Perſon 
in it. A Truth which, tho' it hath many and ſtrong 

nents, yet I think, it may be defended by one 
of weak Parts, I mean mine : Truth wanting no- 


thing but its own Nakedneſs and Explication to ſet 


it out. But before I enter the Liſts, give me Leave 
to premiſe this Conſideration, That when I fay 
Chriſt's Death was not intended for all, I do not 
ſay that Chriſt's Death was not ſufficient for all; for 
I aſſert, and really believe, That that Ranſom 
which Chriſt paid to his Father for our Redempti- 
ou, was both of Value and Virtue enough to have 
redeemed every particular Perſon in the World, if 
Chriſt had intended it for them, and God ſhould 
apply it to them. So that if we reſpect the Price 
paid by Chriſt to his Father; if God of his own 
good Will and Pleafure ſhould ſhew Mercy upon 
all, yet would not his Juſtice be any loſer. But 1 
would have you obſerve this Diſtinction, It ke dow 
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Thing for Chriſt's Death to be ſufficient for all, and 
another Thing for Chriſt to die ſufficiently for all; 
the firſt we aſſert, but deny the ſecond. For to fay 
that Chriſt died ſufficiently for all, implies, that his 
End and Intention in dying, was to make ſufficient 
Satisfaction for the Sins of every particular Perſon 
in the World, and likewiſe, that by his Death he 
hath merited ſufficient Grace for every one, for the 


Attainment of eternal Happineſs. So that theſe 


two, univerſal Grace, and univerſal Redemption, 
border each upon the other, ſo that I cannot ſpeak to 
the one, but I muſt be likewiſe forced to ſpeak ſome- 
thing to the other ; and if either fall, the other 
cannot ſtand. | 

To prove, therefore, that it was not Chriſt's 
End and Intention, in coming into the World, to 
ſave all and every -particular Perſon in it, I might 
produce theſe Places of Scripture where the Merit 
of his Death is reſtrained to many; Matt. xx. 28. 


And to give bis Life a Ranſom for many. - So Matt. 


xxvi. 28. For this is the Blood of the New Teſtament, 


which was ſbed for many, for the Remiſſion of Sins. 
Heb. ix. 28. So Chriſt himſelf was once offered, to bear 


the Sins of many. Which Words ſeem to be taken 


from Ja. iii. 12. And he was numbred amongſt the 
Tranſereſſers, and be bare the Sins of many. Now that 
we may beter underſtand what 1s to be underſtood 
by many, Scripture interprets them of thoſe who 
believe, and ſo are really engrafted in him, ſome- 
times calling them his Sheep, as John x. 15. And 
I lay down my Life for the Sheep. If he had died 
for the Goats as well as the Sheep, why ſhould he 
reſtrain the End and Merit of his Death only to the 
Sheep? Sometimes he is faid to have died for his 
Church, Epheſ. v. 25. Husbands love your Wives, 
even as Chriſt alſo loved his Church, and gave him- 
ſelf for it. If Pagans and Heathens, as well as 
Chriſtians, Infidels, as well as Believers, had a Share 
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in Chriſt's Sufferings, ſurely he would have given 
himſelf for the one as well as the other. So like- 
wile he 1s faid to have purchaſed the Church of 
God with own Blood, Acts xx. 28. To ſave his Peo- 


ple from their Sins, Mat. i. 21. and 0 gather toge- 


ther the diſperſed Children of God, John xi. 51, 52. 
Now, how could the End of his coming be reſtrain'd 
only to theſe, if he came to fave all, and every Per- 
fon in the World? It the Devils Brats, as well as 
God's Children; the Reprobates, as well as the E- 
lect; all the World, as well as the Church of God, 
was redeemed by Chrift, or intended to have been 
redeemed by him, ſurely we had never read or 


heard of any ſuch Places in Scripture as theſe are. 


And theſe. and . ſuch like Texts muſt be raſed 
out of the Word of God, before Chriſt can 
be ſaid to have died for all. But for Reaſons take 
three. | 

1. If Chriſt intended by his Death to ſave and 
redeem all, then either all are ſaved, or Chriſt is 


fruſtrated of his Intentions. One of theſe muſt 
of Neceſſity follow. For either Chriſt had his End, 


or elſe he had not his End. If he had his End, then 
all are ſaved ; if he had not his End, then was he 
fruſtrated of his Intentions, But that both theſe 
are falſe, I mean, that neither all are ſaved, nor yet 
Chriſt fruſtrated of his Intentions, is evident; yea, 
the Sun in all its Meridian Glory is not ſo clear as 
either. As for the firſt, That all are not ſaved 
our Saviour plainly ſhews, when he faith, more 
ſhall be damned than ſaved, more ſhall go to Hell's 


Miſeries than Heaven's Manſions, Matt. vii. 13. 


14. Bur, I ſuppoſe, none of you doubt of this, 
But for to aſlert, that Cariſt is at any time fruſtrate 
of his Intentions, 1s to bring his Divinity into que- 
ſtion, to take away his Omnipotency, and to brand 
him with Impotency, viz. That he 1s not able to 
bring about what himſelf intends, Suppoſe there 

were 
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were twenty Priſoners ſhut up in a Dungeon toge- 
ther, I having a Mind to bring them all out, go to 
the State, intending to pay a ſufficient Ranſom for 
the Redemption of every particular Perſon amor:gſt 
them; but when I come there my Hopes are caſh*d, 
my Intentions fruſtrated, for all that J can do, is 
only to bring out ſome three or four of them. 
Now doth not this argue mine own Weakneſs, ei- 
ther in that I intended moret han I was able to per- 
form, or elſe in that I was not able to perform what 
I intended. Change but the Name, and the Caſe 
is ours, All the Perſons in the World were but 
like ſo many poor Priſoners .captivated by the 
Devil, and bound with the Fetters of their own Cor- 
ruptions : Chriſt ſeeing this, addreſſes himſelf to 
his Father, lets out his own Blood, lays down his 
own Life, with an Intention that every particular 
Perſon might be redeemed : But when all is done, 
there are only ſome few that receive any Bencfit by 
his Death and Paſſion. Now doth not this ar- 

e Chriſt's Weakneſs, in that he intended more 
than he could do, or elle could not do ſo much as 
he intended? And is not this, in plain Terms, to 
deny Chriſt's D.vinity, or elſe God's Omuipocency ? £ 
And 1s not that horrid B'aſphemy ? 
2. If Chriſt died for ail, then hath he fatis- 
fy'd Divine Juſtice for the Sins of every particular 
Perſon in the World. But that is falſe. There- 
fore, that I may explain this to the mcaneſt Capa- 


city in the Congregation, I ſhall ſpeak to each Pro- 


poſition diſtinctly. 

Firſt, I ſay, it Chriſt thus died fer every Per- 
ſon, then hath he ſatisfied divine Juſtice for the 
Sins of every Perſon; tor otherwiſe his Death, as 
to ſome Perſons for whom he died, would have 
been in vain, . The Reaſon of Chrilt's coming into 
the World, was becauſe we, by the Tranſgreſſion 
of the moſt holy Law of God, are become liable 
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and obnoxious to the Strokes of Divine Juſtice. 
And it cannot ſtand with the Juſtice of God to par- 
don any one Sin, without Satisfaction made. Hence 
Chriſt comes into the World, and by his Death 
makes ſufficient Satisfaction. Our Sins, we know, 
commonly go under the Name of Debts. And 
the Reaſon 1s, becauſe that by our Sins we owe Pu- 
niſhment to Divine Juſtice, which muſt moſt cer- 
tainly be paid, either in our own or ſome other fit 
Perſon. But now Chriſt, as our Surety, under- 
takes the Payment of our Debts, and ſuffers thoſe 
Puniſhments which were due to God fiom us. 
So that all the large Scores of our Sins are blotted 
out of the Book of God's Remembrance, by the 
Blood of our Saviour : So that for as many as he 
undertakes to pay their Debts for them, for the Sins 
of ſo many hath he ſatisfied Divine Juſtice. 

Nothing ought to be allowed in Divinity that 
impeaches the divine Wiſdom, that tends to make 
him contemptible in the Eyes of the moſt rational 
of his Creatures; and now to form a Scheme to 
have all his Creatures eternally happy, and then to 
miſs of his End, muſt ſhew either a Want of Wiſ- 
dom or Power, or both, which to aſſert is Blaſphe- 
my. 

"And the Devil thus honoured, as to triumph o- 
ver infinite Wiſdom and Power; no, no, this is 


but a dark Scheme, and fit to be rejected with 


Scorn and Contempt, by all judicious Perſons, 
I found a curious Piece of Divinity that J will 
here tranſcribe in [remonger of God's Wiſddom in 
Redemption Saith he, „ By this Medium all the 
Rights of the divine Attributes are preſerved in 


their Harmony : Goodneſs appears inexhauſtible, 


Sin formidable, and the divine Government ven 
rable. The Puniſhment of the Sinner is tranſ- 
lated on the Subſtitute, that the Merit of the Sub- 
ſtitute may, according to divine Order, be made o- 
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wer to the Sinner; and fo Juſtice boils againſt the 
Rebellion, and the Bowels of Mercy yearn towards 
the Rebel; the Deſigns of Mercy are accompliſhed, 
and the Luſtre of Holineſs preſerved, the Riches of 
Grace diſplayed, and the Sceptre of Juſtice reve- 
renced ; the Honour of the Law-giver, and the E- 
quity of the Law aſſerted, his Wrath appeaſed, and 
the dreadful Sentence ſuſpended ; his Right of Go- 
vernment vindicated, Sin diſgraced, and Pardon 
diſpenſed, the Law preſerved from Contempt, and 
the Creature not tempted to rebel.“ 

Now, what can you ſay for yourſelf ? You ſee 
that here is the Foreman of the Jury, and the laſt ; 
(Men whole Characters are ſo worthy, that none go 
beyond them) flat againſt you; ſo that you are 
found a Depraver of this Article alſo. 

Now, let us paſs on to the third Point, and 
find how you. will anſwer that, concerning the Effi- 
cacy of God's Grace in Converſion. Do you be- 
lieve, that when God comes to work on a Soul, in 


order to his Converſion, that the Devil and the Sin- 


ner may ſo hinder the Work, that he may never be 
faved, tho' God deſigned he fhauld ? 
Arminius. If J may ſpeak my Mind freely, I do 
think, that the Creature liſtning to the Temptati- 
ons of the Devil, and joining with his Temptations, 
may put by and make void his Salvation. 
For God hath made us rational Creatures, and 


therefore he lays his Commands and Threats before 


us, and then leaves us to act our Part; and there- 
fore doth not compel us, but leaves us as free Agents, 
to act as we think beſt. Theſe are my Sentiments, 

I do aſſure your Lordſhip. | 
L. C. J. Then you are contrary tothe Common- 
Prayer Book; for there it is faid, © Raiſe us from 
the Death of Sin to the Life of Righteouſneſs,” 
In our unconverted Eſtate, we are ſaid to be 
dead in Sin, Now, how can a dead Man hinder the 
L 2 Loid, 
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Lord, when he hath a Mind to raiſe him from the 
State of Death: But as that learned Prelate, Biſhop 
Hopkins, hath ſpoken ſo bravcly to this, I think, 
in order to your Conviction, and all others, chat 
ſhall read this Tryal, to ſet th:m down, Volume, 
p. 331. His Words are, Nou in that the Scrip- 
ture calls the reſtoring of the Image of God a new 
Birth, it will be expedient to conſider what this Me- 
taphor to be born again doth import; and here I 
ſha!] touch upon ſome remarkable Reſemblances that 
are hetwixt a natural and a ſpi:ttual Birth, between 
our firſt Birth and ſecond Birth. Firſt, then, 
to be born a ain, implies, that as no Man can be- 
ſtow upon him elf a natural B ing, ſo much leſs can 
any Man beſtow upon himſelf a ſupernatural Being. 
What were all of us a hundred Years ſince? All in 
tht vaſt Wilderneis of Nothi g, all ſleeping in our 
own Cau'es, we ourſelves not having then ſo much 
Exiſtence as our very Dreams have now ; and 
could we awak< ourſclves out of that Sleep, could 
we procure our own Being, could we fetch from 
Heaven thoſe Sparks of divine Fire ; thoſe Souls of 
ours which are now kindled in our Breaſts ; could 
we ourſelves tye that vital Knot betwixt our Souls 
an] Bodies, no more certainly can any carnal natu- 
ral Man that is as much a Nothing in Grace, as we 
before we were born were mere Nothings in Nature, 
call down into his Soul from Heaven, that living 
and active Principle of Grace, that ſhould make 
him a new Man, and a new Creature; and there- 
fore the Scripture chuſeth to expreſs this new Birth 
by ſuch Terms as do import in us an utter Impoſſi- 
bility, and Impotency, to effect it by our own 8 
er; it is called the guickning of the Dead, Eph. ii. 
You hath he quickened, ſaith the Apoſtle, who were 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. Look how impoſſible it 
is for a dead Man, that is ſhut down under the Bars 
of the Grave, that is crumbled away into Duſt, = 
Pic 
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pick up again every ſcattered Duſt, and form them 
into the ſame Members; and how impoſſible it is for 
him to breath without a Soul, or to breath that 
Soul into himſelf? Why, a like Impoſſibility it is 
for a natural Man who hath Jain many Years ſtink- 
ing and rotting in the Death of Sin, to ſhake off 
from himſelf that ſpiritual Death, and breath into 
himſelf that ſpiritual and heavenly Life that makes 
him a living Soul before God. Moreover the Grace 
of Regeneration is to be created in us. Eph. iv. 24. 
Puz on the new Man; which after God is created 
in Righteouineſs and true Holinels in Creation, the 
Creature is formed out of nothing; and what can 
nothing contribute to Being? Why, ſuch is ever 


natural Manzhe is a mere nothing, in reſpect of Grace, 


and therefore can work nothing of Grace in himſelf. 
Thus you ſee the Scriptures carry it, that no more 
than a Child can beget itſelf, or a dead Man quick- 
en himſelf or Entity create itſelf, no more can any 
natural Man regenerate himſelf, or work true ſav- 
ing Grace in his own Soul; indeed there is a grow- 
ing Number of Men who think that Regeneration is 
the Effect of free Will, and that it is in our ownPower 
to convert and renew ourſelves, tho? it be abundant . 
Confutation of this ſpreading Error, that it is againſt 
theCommon Senfe and Experience of true Chriſtians, 
who, as they ſadly complain of the Averſeneſs of 
their Wills to what is good, even after Regenerati- 
on ſo they have foundthat before their Regeneration 
the greateſt Obſtacles to it, was the Stubbornneſs 
and Refractorineſs of their own Will, that would 
never be brought to any Terms of Compliance with 
divine Grace, had not the Spirit of God, by a ſweet 
and irreſiſtible Efficacy at once, both perſwaded and 
ſubdued them. Tho' this now were ſufficient, yet 
let me add one Argument, which I think is unan- 
ſwerable. It an unregenerate Man can, by his own 
Power, regenerate himſelf, then one of theſe two 


Ab- 
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Abſurdities muſt neceſſarily follow either that there 
are ſtill left ſome holy Habits and Principles in the 
Willz that were never loſt by the Fall, or elſe Man 
can make himſelf truly holy by a Will that is total- 
ly corrupt and ſinful; but it is very groſs to admit 
either of theſe. 

Firſt, There are no holy Habits or Principles 
left in a carnal Man, whereby he ſhould be able to 
regenerate himſelf; for what holy Habits can there 
be in the Will of a corrupt Man, unleſs they are 
true Grace ? And to affirm that Man in a State of 
Nature hath true Grace inherent in him, whereby 
he is able to regenerate and convert him, is dull 
Nonſenſe and a flat Contradiction; for it is to af» 
firm, that he hath Grace before he hath Grace. 

Secondly, A corrupt Will cannot make a holy 
Man, if there is no ſuch Habits and Principles left 
in the Will ſince the Fall, then the Will muſt be 
totally corrupt, and a corrupt Will cannot make a 
holygMan, Grace is above and beyond its Sphere; 
yea, an ungenerate Will in all its Inclinations 1s 
utterly contrary unto Grace, there is not any one 


Act of the Will but it is evil and ſinful, and it is 


ſtrange Divinity to affirm, that ious Habits 
may be wrought in us by ſinful Acts, as ſome Men 
may become juſt by Couzenage, and merciful by 
Oppreſſion; ſober by Drunkenneſs, and liberal by 
griping; as a Man becomes holy by Acts of his own 
Will, Gnce every Act of his own Will is Sin, ſince 
every Act before Regeneration is ſinful ; beſides 
the Will of Man by the Fall is become a fleſhly 
Will, but in Regeneration it is made a ſpiritual 
Will : Now it is a moſt ſtrange kind of Production, 
that a fleſhly Will ſhould beget a ſpiritual Will; 

nor would that which our Saviour affirms, any 
longer hold true in John 111. 6. That which is born 
of the Fleſh is Fleſh ;, If a fleſhly Will could beget 
2 ſpiritual Wil ſo hen you ſee by this, that no 


Man 
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Man by the Power and Freedom of his own Will 


can regenerate himſelf, ; 

Now what have you to ſay for yourſelf on this 
Point ? | 

You ſee this worthy Biſhop is flat againſt you, as 
Light and Daakneſs, or Heaven and Hell; fo that 
J think it is high time to paſs to the next 
Point ; which 1s, to ſhow that fallen Man hath not 
a Free Will to do things that are ſpiritually good 
in his unregenerate State, 

L. C. J. James Arminius, What do you ſay to 
the fourth Point? Hath Man in his unconverted 
State a free Will to do theſe things that are ſpiri- 
tually good in his natural Eſtate before Regenera- 
tion. 

Arminius. I firmrly believed that Man may be- 
lieve and repent, if he will exert thoſe Faculties 
that God hath given him, for to do thole things 
that he hath commanded him to perform, and that 
all Men have this Power. 


L. C. 7. If you would cloſely conſider your own 
Confeſſions then you would not talk at this weak 


Rate; for tho* Man had a free Will in his State 
of Innocence before the Fall, but fince his Fall he 
hath loſt that free Will to do things ſpiritually good, 
and therefore you confeſs you are tied and bound 
with the Chains of our Sins, then how have you 
a free Will to do thoſe things that are good? 

Now you are come to the fourth Point, and that is, 
to ſhew the Impotency of Man's Will, and hear 
what you have to ſay to that, which is fo well ex- 


preſſed in the Tenth Article of the Church of Eug- 
land? 


Here all judicious Men ma) plainly ſee, 
How near your Preaching and your Prayers agree. 


But as that Reverend Prelate Biſhop Beveridge 
hath expounded the 1oth Articles of the Church ot 
England 
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England, ſo I think it very proper to give all his 
Expoſition on that Article, hoping that all my 
Readers will give the more Credit to what he faith, 
he being ſo good and [great a Man, and a Father 
of the Church, 


ARTICLE xX. 


The Condition of Man after the Fall of Adam is 
ſuch, that he cannot, turn and prepare himſelf by his 
own natural Strength and good Works to Faith and Cal- 
ling upon Cod; wherefore we hane no good Works plea- 
ſant and acceptable to God, without the Grace of God 
by Chriſt preventing us, that we may have a good Will 
and Working ui bh us, when we have that good Will. 


L. C. J. What have you to ſay to this Article? 
Arminius. I ſay, thatT make no Difference in my 
reaching and writing, between one Man and ano- 
ther, but confider them as indued with rational Fa- 
culties, and have a Power to do good and evil; and 
this is my Sentiment, I aſſure your Lordſhip I am 
not afraid nor aſhamed to aſſert it. 

L. C. J. But do not you ſee the Article ands 
full againſt you in this Point ? | | 

Pray, my Lord Archbiſhop Uſer, as you are an 
Archbiſhop, you are to be a Guide ro all the other 
B:ſhops that are under you; pray favour us with 
ſomething on this Head ? 

Biſhop Upper. I will ſay ſomething, in few Words, 
to this Point, and it is, Every Man is by Na- 
ture dead in Sin, as a loathſome Carrion, or as a 
dead Corps, and lieth rotting and ſtinking 1n the 


Grave, having in him the Seeds of all Sins, Eph. ii. 


14 
Biſhop Beveridge. Pray, give us an Account 
how you have expounded this Tenth Article ef your 


Church? | 
Biſhop. 
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Biſhop. I ſay, When Man fell from God, great 
was his Fall; for he fell from the Creator to the 
Creature : He fell from Heaven to Earth : He fell 
from the Height of Happineſs to the Depth of Miſe- 
ry, for he fell from Holineſs into Sin. And ever 
fince Man firſt fell from Holineſs to Sin, he hath 
been diſabled from raiſing up himſelf again from Sin 
to Holineſs. Ever ſince he firſt chofe the Evil be- 
fore the Good, he hath been been diſabled to 
chuſe the Good before the Evil. I know that as he 
was at the firſt created with Freedom of Will, he 
had Power ſo to chuſe the Good as to refuſe the Evil, 
and ſo to refuſe the Evil as to chuſe the Good. and 
I know alſo, that when he fell from God he did not 
quite loſe the Freedom of his Will, for he is ſtill 
a reaſonable Creature, and whereſoever there is Rea- 
{on in the Underſtanding, there is always Freedom 
in the Will. But I know withal, that this Freedom 
of Will is much corrupted and degenerated now 
ſince the Fall, from what it was before the Fall. 
Then it was free to chuſe the Good as well as the E- 
vil; now it is free to chuſe the Evil, but not the 
Good: Then it was free from Sin to Holineſs ; now 
it is free from Holineſs to Sin: Then it could ſo re- 
fuſe the Evil as to chuſe the Good, and ſo chuſe 
the Good, as to refuſe the Evil; but now it can on- 
ly ſo refuſe the Good as to chuſe the Evil, and ſo 
chuſe the Evil as to refuſe the Good, So that tho? 
the Fall did not deſtroy it, yet it corrupted it; tho 
the Will be free, yet not to God, nor to Grace, not 
to Piety, but only to the World, to Sin and to Ini- 
quity. And therefore 1t 1s, that as Man willingly 
fell into Sin at firtt, ſo he willingly lies in it ſtill; 
and the only Reaſon why he dota not rite again to 
Holineſs, is, becauſe he will not, nay he fo will not, 
that of himſelf he cannot will it. For his Will be- 
ing itſelf corrupted, it cannot but chuſe and delight 
in Corruption; and fo it mult neceſſarily refuſe 
M ä what 
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what is good and honeſt, which Neceſſity doth ne 
excuſe the Will, as the Will doth not exclude thi 
Neceſſity ; for indeed it is a Willing Neceſſity. A 
the Angels neceſſarily love God, and yet they loy: 
him willingly 3 ſo Man willingly loves Sin, and ye 
he loves it neceſſarily, not from any external, bu 
an internal Neceſſity, not forced by others, but al 
lured by himſelf; his own Will being ſo taken wit 
Sin, that he cannot but take Delight in it, and ſ 
averſe from Holineſs, that he cannot turn to it. And 
this is that which is here ſaid, The Condition of Ma 
after the Fall of Adam is ſuch, that he cannot tur 
end prepare himſelf by his own natural Strength an 
good Works to Faith, and calling upon Gd; he can 
not repent, he cannot believe, he cannot turn tc 
God, nay, he cannot ſo much as prepare himſel! 
for it; and why can he not, but becauſe he will not 
And certainly if he will not, he cannot; it beingim 
poſſible he ſhould act any Thing contrary to his Will 
And therefore if he cannot will it, he cannot do it. 

Wherefore have we no Power to do good Work 
pleaſant and acceptable to God, without the Grace e 
God by Chriſt preventing us, that we may have a goo! 
Will, 7 working with us when we have it, In or 


der to the doing of Good, it is not only neceſſar 
the Grace of God ſhould turn our Wills to it, bu 


with us. Without him we cannot begin a good 
Work, without him we cannot carry it on, and 
without him too we cannot perfect it. And this is 
a Concluſion that neceſſarily follows the Premiſes. 
For if we cannot turn ourſelves to God, we cannot 
do any Thing that is good without the Aſfiſtancd 
of God himſelf, for we cannot do any Thing that i 


good, until we are firſt turned unto God. But ol 


that hereafter. In the mean while, here it may ſut? 
tice to conſider, whether it be true that a Man can! 
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not turn himſelf to God, and prepare himſelf for 
God, unleſs he receive Grace and Power from him. 
And truly if it hath pleaſed my glorious Maker to 
entruſt me with any Underſtanding of his holy Scrip- 
tures, this muſt needs be the Purport and Meaning 


Jof them. For what elſe can we underſtand by thoſe 


Words, No Man can come to me, except the Father 
which hath ſent me, draw him, Joh. vi. 44. None 
can come by Faith to God the Son, but he that is 
drawn by the Grace of God the Father. Though 
God doth not drive us to Chriſt, yet he draws us to 
him: He doth not drive us againſt our Wills, but 
he draws us with our Wills, making us @ willing 
People in the Day of his Power, Pal. cx. 3. And un- 
til we be thus made willing by the Father, we can 
never come unto the Son, for zo Man can come unto 
me, except the Father draw him, And certainly this 


| was St. Paul's Opinion alſo, when he ſaid, Not that 


we are ſufficient of ourſelves to think any Thing as of 
ourſelves, but our Sufficiency is of God, 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
It we be not ſufficient of ourſelves to think a good 


it. Thought, how can we be able without God to act 


true Faith? Our Sufficiency, ſaith he, 7s of God; 
if we be able to do any Thing, its he that makes us 


able; if we have any Sufficiency, it is he that gives 


it. And therefore alſo it is, that our Saviour ſaith, 
He that abideth in me, and 1 in him, the ſame 


Abringeth forth much Fruit, for without me ye can do 
nothing, Joh. xv. 5. He doth not ſay, there are 
ſome Things you cannot do without me, but, wwith- 


out me you can do nothing, nothing good, nothing 
pleaſing and acceptable unto God: Whereas if we 


could either prepare ourſelves to turn, or turn our- 
ſelves when prepared, without him we ſhould do 


much. And to put it out of doubt, the ſame Spi- 


Arit tells us elſewhere, For it is God that worketh in 
Pon both to will and to do of his good Pleaſure, Phil. 
Jii, 13. It is he that firſt enables us to will what we 
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ought to do, and then to do what we will. Both the 
Grace we deſire, and our Deſire of Grace proceeds 
from him. Without him we could not have any 
Grace; if we would, and without him we could not 


will to have any Grace at all, So that I am not on- 


ly bound to thank him for his beſtowing Grace up- 
on me, but allo for my deſiring Grace of him. For 
it is ho that worketh in me both to will and to do, 
both to will and deſire, and allo to act and exerciſe 
Grace: Or, as it is here expreſſed in this Article, it 
is he that prevents us that we may have a good Will. 
And therefore certainly without him we can neither 
prepare ourſelves for Converſion, nor convert our- 
ſelves after Preparation, unleſs we can prepare our- 


ſelves without having a good Will, or convert our- 


ſelves without acting of it. For it is he oniy that | 
giveth this good Will to us, and it is he that acteth 


this good Will in us, without whom we could not 
deire it before we have it, nor act it when we have 
18 

Neither indeed can I in Reaſon ſee how Man 
ſhould be able to turn himfelf from Sin to Holineſs, 


from Evil to Good, as conſidering how he is not of | 


Oo 


himſelf able to diſcern betwixt Good and Evil, but 


ſtill takes Good for Evil, and Evil for Good, Jai. 
v. 20. his Underſtanding being ſo darkned, that 
he can ſee nothing of God in God, nothing of Ho- 
lineſs in Holineſs, nothing of Good in Good, no- 
thing of Evil in Evil, nor any Thing of Sinfulneſs | 
in Sin, Nay, it is fo darkened, that he fancies 
himſelf Good in Evil, and Evil in Good, Happi- | 


neſs in Sin, and Miſery in Holineſs. And therefore 


the Apoſtle tells us, The natural Man receiveth not 


the Things of the Spirit of God, for they are Fooliſhneſs | 


to him, neither can he ' know them, becauſe they are 


ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. He is io far from 
looking upon the Wiſdom of God as Wiſdom, that 


he leoks upon it as Fooliſhneſs. MNezther can be 


know 
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know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. They 
are above his Reach. So that a Man may as caſily 
read the Letter of the Scripture without Eyes, as 
underſtand the Myſteries of the Scripture without 
Grace, Now, conſidering that the Will always act- 
eth according to the ultimate Dictate of the practi- 
cal Underſtanding, ſo as to refuſe whatfoever the 
practical Underſtanding brings before it under the 
ugly Dreſs of Evil, and to chuſe whatſoever it pre- 
ſents to it under the Notion of true Good; and ſee- 
ing that the natural Underſtanding preſents the 
Will with Evil inſtead of Good, and Good inftead 
of Evil; it muſt needs follow, that the Will of it 
ſelf cannot refuſe but chooſe what is truly Evil, nor 
chooſe but refuſe what is truly Good, unleſs it ſhould 
croſs the Courſe of Nature in chooſing what the Un- 
derſtanding faith is Evil, and refuſing what the Un- 
derſtanding dictates as Good. And therefore fo 
long as a Man is in his natural Eſtate, it is impoſ- 
{ible that he of himſelf. ſhould ſo much as look after 
any other, ſeeing he accounts his own preſent ſinful 
Condition to be the beſt, and that if he ſhould 
change, he ſhould but change for the worſe. 

Nay further, Suppoſe the Underſtanding ſhould 
be ſo far enlightned as to diſcern the Evil from the 
Good, yet for all that it would be impoſſible for the 
Will of itſelf to prefer the Good before the Evil. 
For tho? it be a conſtant Rule in natural Things, 
for the Will to follow the laſt concluſive Sentence 
of the practical Underſtanding, yet it is not in fo 
Spirituals. For though the Underſtanding doth 


| preſent God as the chiefeſt Good, and Sin as the 


greateſt Evil, yet the Will cannot of itſelf embrace 
the former, nor refuſe the latter as it ought to do, 
and that becauſe its ſelf is corrupted as well as the 
Underſtanding. And therefore ſhould the Under- 
ſtanding perform its Office aright, it does not fol- 
low, the Will ſhould be able to perform its aright 


100; 
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too; for then all the Fault would be in the Under- 
ſtanding, and the Will remain as perfect after its 
Corruption as it was in its firſt Creation. But ſeeing 
it cannot be deny*d, but that the Will is vitiated 
and depraved as well as the Underſtanding, it 
muſt needs be granted, that the Will is unable to 
do its Duty as well as the Underſtanding. And 
hence it is that we find in ourſelves, that though 
God is pleaſed often ſo far to enlighten our dark 
Underſtandings as to diſcover the Beauty of Holi- 
neſs and Sinfulneſs of Sin to us, yet we cannot but 
hate and refuſe the former, we cannot but receive 
and love the latter. This is that which St. Paul 
had woful Experience of, For that which I do, 
1 allow not; for that which 1 would do, that I do 
not ; but what T hate, that do T. Rom. vil. 15. And 
it it be ſo after, how much more is it ſo before Con- 
verſion ? And therefore it is requiſite, in order to 
our Converſion, that the Underitanding be not only 
ſo enlightned as to diſcern the Evil from the Good, 
but that our Wills be alſo rectified as to prefer the 
Good before the Evil. By this rectifying or bring- 
ing of the Will into its right Order again, its Li- 
berty is not deſtroy'd but healed ; ſo that it is free 
after as well as before Chnverſicn « yea free to God 
and Holineſs, as it was before free only to Sin and 
Wickedneſs. 

And this was the Doctrine of the Primitive 
Church, St. Auguſtin (in whoſe Days Pelagius firſt 
roſe up againſt this Truth) hath written ſeveral 
Volumes to this Purpoſe, out of which I ſhall pick 
only ſome few Sentences for the Confirmation of 
this Truth. Neither, faith he, doth a Man be- 
gin to be converted or chang'd from Evil to Good 
by the Beginnings of Faith, unleſs the free and un- 
deſerved Mercy of God work it in him. And pre- 
ſently, “ So therefore let the Grace of God be ac} 
counted of, that from the beginning of his good 
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Converſion to the End of his Perfection, he that 


glorieth ſhould glory in the Lord. Becauſe as none 
can begin a good Work without the Lord, ſo none 
can perfect it without the Lord.“ 

And elſewhere the ſame Father ſaith, That 
the Grace of God by Feſus Chriſt our Lord (which 
the true Faith and Catholick Church always hold) 
tranſlates or converts both ſmall and great from the 
Death of the firſt Man unto the Life of the ſecond 
Man, not only by blotting out their Sins, but 


_ alſo by helping ſuch as can uſe the Liberty 


of the Will not to fin, but to l:ve holily : So as 
that unleſs he do help, we can have no Piety or 


\. Righteouſneſs in Word nor in Will, For it is God 


that worketh in us both to will and to do of his own 
good pleaſure. For who but he that came to ſeek 


and to fave that which was loſt, can make any one 


differ from that Maſs of Perdition? Wherefore the 
Apoſtle asketh the Queſtion, ſaying, For who made 
thee to differ? Where if any one ſay, my Faith, 
my Will, my good Work; it 1s anſwered 
him, For what haſt thou that thou haſk not re- 
ceived.” And again, For it is certain that we 
may keep the Commandments of God if we will, 
but becauſe the Will is prepared by the Lord (it 
ſeems, not by ourſelves) we muſt ask of him that 
we may will as much as is ſufficient, that willing 
we might do. It is certain that we do Will when 


we will, but it is he that makes us that we Will 
what is good.” And preſently, It is certain 


that we act when we act, but it is he that makes 
us to act, affording much effectual Strength unto the 
Will.“ 7 

And thus Maxentius tells us, We believe that 
the natural Frec-will is able to do no more than to 
diſcern and deſire carnal or worldly Things; which 
not with God, yet perhaps amongſt Men may ſeem 


glorious : But thoſe things that belong to eternal 
Lite, 
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Life, it can neither think, nor will, nor deſire, nor per- th 
form, but only by the Infuſion and inward workingof G. 
the Holy Ghoſt, which is alſo the Spirit of Chriſt.” nb 

Fulgentius hath alſo many things to this purpoſe, We 
that it is God both that prepares our Hearts for ſay 
Grace, and encreaſeth that Grace in our Hearts, Ver 
From whence, ** We know (faith he) it is from 


God that we are able to do Good”. And elſewhere, 
% We have not therefore received the Spirit of 
Gad, becauſe we do believe, but that we may be- 
lieve. For the ſame Manner went before in the 
Fleſh of Chriſt, that we ſhould ſpiritually acknow- 
ledge in our Faith. For Chrift the Son of God was 
according to the Fleſh conceived by the Holy Ghoſt 
and born; but that Fleſh the Virgin could neither 
conceive nor ever bring forth, unleſs the Holy 
Ghoſt had wrought the riſing of the ſame Fleſh, 
And ſo in the Heart of Man, Faith can neither be 
conceived nor encreaſed, unleſs the Holy Ghoſt 
doth both pour it in, and nouriſh it.“ And there- 
fore he tells us in another Place, He delivers us 
not by finding Faith in any Man, but by giving it. 
And preſently, but it is clear, becauſe that a Man 
ſhould begin to believe in God, he receiveth from 
God Repentance unto Life; ſo that he could not 


believe at all unleſs he received Repentance by the N 
Gift of God. But what is Man's Repentance, but the Chut 
changing of the Will ? God theretore, that giveth F. & 
Man Repentance, doth alſo change his Will. 
4 The Second Council of Orange, Aun. Dom. 529, Ce 
4 determined many things to this Purpole 3 amongſt Wu 
| the reſt, they ſay, If any Man ſay that Mercy Or 
is conferr*d by God upon us believing, willing, de- A 
1 ſiring, endeavouring, labouring, watching, ſtudy- A. 
1 ing, asking, ſeeking, knocking, without the Grace 
i of God, but doth not confeſs that it is only by the So 
] Infuſion and Inſpiration of, the Holy Ghoſt into us * 
* 


that we believe, will, and are able to do all theſe 
| | | things 
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things as we ought to do, and makes the Help of 
Grace to follow afcer either Humility or Obedience, 
nör will grant that it is the Gift of Grace itſelf that 
we are obedient and humble, he reſiſteth the Apoſtle 
ſaying, What haſt thou that thou haſt not recei- 
ved? And, By the Grace of God I am what I am. 

And ſo the African Council too, We deter- 
mine that the Sentence againſt Pelagius and Cwle- 
ſtius, utter'd by the Reverend Biſhop Innocent 
from the Sce of the bleſſed Apoſtle, do remain un- 
til they acknowledge by open Confeſſion, that the 
Grace of God by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord doth help 
us by ſingle Acts, not only to know, but alſo 
to do W z ſo that without it we can nei- 
ther have, think, ſpeak, nor do any true and holy 
Piety”. Which in Effect, is the fame with that 
our Engliſb Council here determined, That the Con- 
dition of Man is ſuch after the Fall of Adam, that 
he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his own Strength 
rnd good Works to Faith and calling upon God; where- 
fore we have no Power io do good Works, pleaſant 
and acceptable to God without the Grace of Chriſt 
preventing, that wwe may have a good Will, and work- 
ing with us when we have that good Will. 


Now we will hear what that great Lover of the 
Church of England ſaith on this Point; I mean 
F. Quarles, in one of his Emblems, 


Can ftinking Lazarus compound or ſtrive 

With Death*s entangling Fetters, and revive ? 

Or can the Watler-buried Axe __— 

A Hand to raiſe it, or itſelf reſtore ? 

And from her ſandy Deep approach the dry Foot 
Shore, 

So bard's the Task, for ſi ful Fleſh and BZ 

To lend the ſmalleſt Step to what is good; 

My God, I cannot move the leaſt Degree, 

N 
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And if but only thoſe that active be, 

None ſhould thy Glory ſee, none ſhould thy Glory ſee. 

But if that Life reftoring Voice command 

Dead Lazarus forth, or the great Propbet's Hand, 

Should charm the ſullen Waters, and begin 

To beckon, or to dart a Stick but in, 

Dead Lazarus muſt revive, and the Axe muſt float 


again. 


L. C. J. Now we are come to the laſt Point, 
which is the final Perſeverance of thoſe that are re- 
generate, or born from above; now what do you 
ſay to this Point? 

Arminius. ſay to this as I faid to the other, for 
I do not believe it in your Senſe; for I believe 
that many good Men have fell finally and totally 
away from a State of Grace, and this 1s my firm 
Perſuaſion. 


L. C. J. But I think this Opinion of yours is | 


quite overthrown in that Part of the 17th Article, 
where it is ſaid, that as well becauſe it doth greatly 
eſtabliſh and confirm their Faith of eternal Salva- 
tion to be enjoyed through Chriſt; now here is two 


of the ſtrongeſt Words that is in our Language, 
one is to Eſtabliſh, which ſignifies to make table, | 
firm, to fix or ſettle ; and the other is Confirm, | 
rt; ſurely the Compilers 


which 1s of the like Im 


never miſtruſted that theſe Words would have been | 
di#egarded, by thoſe that ſubſcribed to them as 
Truths; but I think to call in the Judgment of 
that Right Reverend Biſhop Downham * to the Con- | 


firmation of this Point. 
His Words are, 


* Biſhop Dos + ham on Juſtification. 


If all they who have true | 
Faith are born of God, 1 Jobn v. 1, 2, 12, 13. 
and thoſe that are once born of God, are never un- 
born again, but being made Sons by Faith as all the | 


Faith- | 
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Faithful are, Gal. iii. 26 They are alſo made Heirs 
of God, and Co-heirs with Jeſus Chriſt, Pam. viii. 
17. As Faith therefore 1s never utterly loſt, no 
more is Juſtification ; for ſo long as we have Faith, 
ſo long we are juſtified ; but the Habit of Faith we 
never loſe though perhaps ſome Acts of Faith may 
be interrupted, 

And well it is for us, . (who find in ourſelves 
ſuch a Proneneſs to backſlide) that our eternal 
Condition doth not depend on ourſelves, but on hat 
Foundation of God mentioned, 2 Timothy, ii. 19. 
Where the Apoſtle ſpeaking of ſome who had made 
Shipwreck of the Faith, leſt true Believers ſhould 
faint in their Minds, at the firſt Sight and Appre- 
henſion of it; he tells them, that nevertheleſs (that 
is, notwithſtanding this woful Backſliding of ſome 

erhaps of eminent Profeſſion) yet the Foundation 
of God ſtandeth ſure; and he affirms it hath this Seal, 
the Lord knows them that are his. He knows whom 
he hath choſen; and concerning whom he cove- 
nanted, that they ſhall never depart from him, and there- 
fore he will not let them go, (they ſhall be kept as 
thoſe ſeven thouſand were, from bowing their Knees 
to Baal; adding this Caution withal (that every one 
which nameth the Name of the Lord ſhould depart from 
Iniquity. Which, as it is a Means of God's appoint- 
ing to keep from Apoſtacy, ſo it ſhould be to them 
an Evidence, that they are on that Foundation, and 
ſhall be kept for it, being his Scope to comfort Be- 
lievers againſt their Miſgivings which ariſe from a 
Senſe of their own Weakneſs and a like Aptneſs in 
themſelves to revolt, he needs muſt uſe an Argu- 
ment ſuited to ſuch an End; therefore, in ſaying 
the Foundation ſtands ſure, he muſt intend Believer's 
ſtanding ſure of the Foundation, it would be a ſmall 


Comfort to us, if yet we might be blown off it, or 


ſink beſides it. 
| N 2 | Daes 
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Does God take Care for Sparrows, for Oxen, for 
Ravens? much more for believing Souls, who have 
committed themſelves to his keeping. Let the Fow- 
ler do all he can, not a Sparrow ſhall fall to the 
Ground; you'll ſay, without the Will of God they 
cannot, and the Will of God is they ſhall not, 
A thouſand may fall at his Side, and ten thouſand at his 
right Hand, but it ſhall not come nigh bim, Pal. xci. 
He that determined ſuch a Sparrow ſhould not 
fall, determined alſo to keep him from that which 
would cauſe him to fall, and therefore either the 
Fowler ſhall not ind the Bird, or the Bird ſhall 
diſcern his Approach, or ſmell the Powder and be 
gone; or if he ſhall miſs his Mark, or if he hit it, ſhall 
light on the Feathers, that will grow again, or per- 
haps it ſhall open an Ulcer, that could not otherwiſe 
be cured. A Bcliever's Head may be bruiſed, but 
his vital Parts are out of Reach, and therefore ſafe. 
Then the Jury went out, but ſoon agreed unanimou- 
ſly to bring in James Arminius guilty, according to his 
Indictment, and the Evidences againſt him. They 
return. 

Cryer, Make Way for the Jury. — Make Way 
there. 

Cryer. They are all come to the Bar. 

L. C. J. My good Lords of this honourable 
Jury, are you all agreed ? 

Archbiſhop Uſher (the Foreman.) Yes,my Lord, we 
. areall agreed, that James Arminius, and all that are 
of his Sentiments, are grand Enemies to the pure 
Orthodox Doctrines of the Church of England. 

L. C. J. My Lords, I am heartily glad to ſee 
you all ſo harmonious in your Verdicts, and have 
ſhewn yourſelves ſo unanimouſly loyal to our So- 
vereign, and indeed you have ſpoken my very 
Mind, and the Mind of Mr, Godly Reformer, and 
all this honourable Bench, 8 

TL. C. F. 
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L. C. J. James Arminius, you have had a fair 
Tryal before this honourable Jury, and you are 
found guilty of depraving of five Articles of that 
Church, that you are pretended to be a Son of, 
and you likewiſe are a Depraver of her Common- 
Prayer Book, and her Homilies; and theſe twelve 
Right Reverend Biſhops have condemned your Sen- 
timents in their pious Labours, as is proved; fo 
that if you will preach thrſe Doctrines, you muſt ga 
to Rome from whence they came, for they came out 
of that Forge, I am well aſſured. Bur if it ſhall be 
the Pleaſure of God to enlighten your Mind, and 
ſhew your Miſtake, you ſhall be free to preach in a- 
ny Church where you ſhall get to labour in: So the 
Lord give you a good Underſtanding for the Time 
to come. And here you ſee we have not put you to 
any Charge, nor in the leaſt abridged you of any of 
your civil Privileges, merely for your Errors in 
Judgment, but ſhall do all that is in our Power to 
ſet you Right in your Sentiments, if you will be fo 
kind to yourſelf, as to conſult with us. So I diſmiſs 
you and this Court. 

I ſhall here ſhew what ſtrong Oppoſers there was 
in Mr. Prynne's Time, a hundred and eleven Years 
ago, by putting down his Anſwer to a Popiſh and 
Arminian Cavil, in the Defence of Free-will, and u- 
niverſal Grace; wherein God's Tender of Grace, by 
the outward Miniſtry of the Goſpel, to Reprobates, 
who neither do, nor can receive it, is vindicated 
from thoſe Aſperſions of Equivocations, Falfity and 
Colluſion, which fome, by Way of Objection, caft 
upon it. | 
It is a common Demand, which the Patrons of 
univerſal Grace and Free-will uit to make. How 
God can be excuſed from Colluſion, Equivocation, 
or Deceit, if he hath not ſeriouſly purpoſed in his 
ſecret and eternal Will, effectualiy to convert and 


{ave 


[ 94 ] 


fave all thoſe to whom he offers Grace by his revealed 
written Will, but only the Elect ? 

To give a clear and ſatisfactory Anſwer unto this 
Demand, which ſtumbles many, we muſt conſider, 
in the firſt Place, that tho' the bare hearing or 
preaching, of the glad Tidings and Promiſes of the 
Gofpel, be alike communicable unto all Men, yet 
their Benefit, their Comfort, are proper, yea pecu- 
liar to the Elect alone; not common to the Elect 
and Reprobates, as the Law is, which binds all 
Men alike. Hence it 1s, that the Elect only are 
ſtiled, the Children of the Promiſe, the Seed of A. 
braham ; hence the Promiſe of Faith by Feſus Chriſt 
it ſaid to be given only to them, not generally to 
all Men. The Voice of Chriſt, to wit, the Goſ- 
pel, is proper only to the Sheep of Chriſt, who are 
the Elect; whence the Faith of the Goſpel is ſtiled, 
the Faith of God's Elect, as being proper, yea pe- 
culiar unto them alone : Chriſt Jeſus hath revealed, 
hath bequeathed his Goſpel, as a peculiar Legacy 
to his choſen Saints, * committed it to their 
Truſt. Whereupon the Apoſtles did always 
dedicate, and direct their Epiſtles, not to all Men 
in general; but to the Elect, the Choſen and Faith- 
ful in Chriſt Jeſus, the Saints, the Sanctified, called 
and preſerved in Chriſt, and to no others; to ſig- 
nify, that the Benefits of the Goſpel are entailed 
upon them alone. 


Secondly, you muſt obſerve; that though Mini- 


ſters are to Preach the Goſpel to every Creature; yet 
it is not with an Intent, to convert all thoſe io God 
that hear it, but only the Elect who do alone believe 
it: Paul did Preach, and endure all things, not for 
all thoſe to whom he preached ; but only for the 
Elects Sake, that might obtain the Salvation which 
1s in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal Glory : God hath given 
ſome to be Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evan- 
geliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers; but this is _ 

| or 
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for the Converſion or Good of all Men ; but for 


the perfecting of the Saints, for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt, who are the Elect. The Preachers 
of the Goſpel who are ſtiled Angels, are ſent out 


to gather the Elect (not all Men) from the four 


Winds, from the one End of Heaven to the other : 
They are miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter 
for them (and |for them only) who ſhall be Heirs 
of Salvation; not for Reprobates or wicked Men, 
they are only to feed the Church, the Lambs, the 
Sheep, the Flock of Chriſt ; who are none but the 
Elect, as the Scriptures, the Fathers, and all ortho. 
dox Proteſtant Writers have defined it : therefore 
the Milk of the Word, the Food of the Goſpel, are 
proper, are peculiar unto them alone. 

Thirdly, you muſt take Notice, that though the 
Goſpel is to be preached to every Creature, yet it is 
not with an abſolute Intent to convert, or fave all 
thoſe that hear it, but only ſuch as do believe it: 
This is evident by that Commiſſion which Chriſt 
gave unto his Apoſtles; Go ye (ſaid he) into all the 
World, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature; be 
that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but he 
that believeth not ſhall be damned, Mark xv. 15, 16. 
By which conditional Claule of Limitation, and 
ſundry other Texts of Scripture : Where God com- 
manded his Word to be preached to ſuch who 
ſhould neither hear, believe, or obey, but utterly 
reject it; reaping no Profit, Converſion, or Salva- 
tion from it: it is moſt apparent, that God did 
never intend his Goſpel ſhould convert, or ſave all 
ſuch who hear it preached, but only ſuch as ſhould 
believe and embrace it in their Hearts. Now thete 
are only the Elect, and no others; for they only do 
believe aright : Therefore the Goſpel 1s intended 
unto them alone, becauſe they only profit by it. 

If this then be yielded to me, as needs it muſt 
be; that the Promiſes and glad Tidings of the Goſ- 
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pel are proper, and peculiar to the Elect alone; that 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel are ſent out only to ga- 
ther together the Elect; and that the preaching of 
the Goſpel unto every Creature is not with an In- 
tent effectually to convert, or ſave all ſuch as hear 
it, but only thoſe who do believe it, who are always 
the leſſer Number, and only ſuch as are elected: 
then it follows inevitably, that there is no repug- 
nancy between the ſecret and the revealed Will of 
God, which is ſubſervient to it; and that God equi- 
vocates with none to whom the Goſpel is preached, 
as ſome object, though they are not converted b 
it, becauſe he never did reſolve to ſave all thofe 
that are the Hearers, but only the true Embracers 
and Believers of his Goſpel, who are none but the 
Elect, in whom alone he works the Grace of Faith. 

Yea, but you will now object, that God doth ſe- 
riouſly exhort even Reprobates themſelves to be- 
lieve, and repent, though he hath determined to 
give no Faith, nor Repentance to them: therefore 
if they cannot believe or repent of themſelves, as 
we affirm, God cannot but diſſemble with them; 
becauſe he exhorts them unto that, which they of 
themſelves without his Aid, (ſince Faith is his ſpe- 
cial Gift) can never do; and which himſelf hath 
irrevocably decreed, not to enable them to perform. 

To this I anſwer ; that if God himſelf, who 
knows the Hearts, the Eſtates of all Men, ſhould 
tell any Reprobates from Heaven, that they are Re- 
probates; that he had irrevocably decreed never to 
work any Faith or Repentance in them; and yet 
ſhould come to ſuch in particular, ſeriouſly exhort 
ing them to believe, to repent, that fo they might 
be faved : There were then ſome Shew of Mockery, 
of double dealing in God; and this Objection might 


perchance ſtand good. But here the Caſe is other- 


wiſe : For tho? God doth often Times ſeriouſly ex- 


hort, yea intreat even ſuch to believe, to repent, 
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as he hath for ever rejected in his ſecret Purpoſe, yet 
here is no D-luſton, no Deceit at all. 

Firſt, becauſe God himſelf, who knows the 
Hearts and States of all Men, doth never ſpeak im- 
mediately from Heaven to any Reprobates in parti- 
cular, nor kn invite them to Repentance, bur he 
doth it mediately by his Miniſters, who being but 
frail, mortal Men, and having no ſpecial Revelati- 
on, no Commiſſion from Heaven, to inform them 
who are Reprobates, but only' the revealed Will, 
and Word of God, which determines not of parti- 
cular Mens Eſtates, can never poſitively reſolve, 
whether the particular Perſons to whom they preach 
be Reprobates, yea or no; fo that they tender 
Grace and Mercy to them, not as to Reprobates, 
or Caſt-aways, but as to the choſen Saints of God, 
for ought they know. Secondlv, becauſe thoſe Re- 
probates, to whom this Exhortation, this Tender 
of Grace is made, can never fully ſatisfy nor reſolve 
themſelves that they are Reprobates, fince they were 
never privy to God's Counſel ; ſo that for ought 
they know their whole Life is a Time of Grace to 
hem: Since then it is neither revealed to the Mini- 
ſters that offer Grace, nor yet to thoſe to whom this 
Grace is tendred, that they are Reprobates, or that 
God hath determined to beftow no Grace upon 
them; neither the Miniſters, nor the Reprobates 
to whom the Goſpel is preached, can truly ſay, that 
God doth cozen them, becauſe that unto them- 
ſelves, and all others, there 1s a Poſſibility, yea, a 
Probability, that they may be ſaved, ſince they 
know not whether they are peremptorily rejected of 
the Lord or no. | | 

But you will yet object, that God himſelf doth 
certainly know, that theſe very Reprobates neither 
will nor can repent, becauſe he hath decreed to 
work no Repentance in them; therefore God mutt 


needs delude them, tho? they cannot diſcover it. 
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To th's I anſwer, that if Reprobates themſelves, 
(whoſe Caſe you ought not for to argue before them- 
ſelves complain, eſpecially againſt the Lord himſelf, 
who is juſt and righteous in all his Ways, tho' we, 
out of the Shallowneſs of our own Capacity, can- 
not diſcover how) can never diſcern that God de- 
ludes them ; then how can ſuch who proſecute this 
Objection charge the Lord with Couzenage, or E- 
quivocation in his dealing, when as Men cannot 
diſcern it? What! are they now tranſlated into 
Gods, that they can thus diſcloſe this hidden, this 
vailed Myſtery which all the Saints and Reprobates 
in the World cannot eſpy, ſince God's Judgments 
(which is the higheſt Elogy that Mens Pens can 
yield them) are unſearchable, and his Ways paſt 
finding out? Doubtleſs if there be never a Repro- 
bate in the World, who can truly ſay that God deals 
falſly with him, in deſiring his Converſion, when as 
he never did intend 1t, becauſe he could not fatisfy 
himſelf, whether he were a Reprobate, yea or no; 
then thoſe who make this ſtrange Objection, muſt 
ceaſe to charge God with Colluſion, till they are 
able for to tax him of, or trace him in it; and that 
in their own Caſes only, not in other Mens, who 
reſt perchance contented with God's Pleaſure, and 
complain of his Dealing, 

Secondly, tho' God doth certainly know, that 
Reprobares neither can nor will repent, yet he doth 
not deceive them, by 1nviting, exhorting, per- 
ſuading them to Repentance ; becaule as God doth 
not invite them to Faith, or Repentance, as they 
are Reprobates, ſo his Decree of Reprobation, which 
only leaves them in that loft Eſtate, wherein it found 
them at the firſt, and puts them into no worſe Con- 
dition, is not the immediate Cauſe of their Infide- 

lity, Impenitency, or natural Imbecility, but their 
on corrupt and finiul Natures, which God is not 
bound in Juſtice for to cure. Indeed, if God him- 

| >" — 
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ſelf ſhould purpoſely bind them hand and foot in 
the Chains of Sin, and then ſhould bid them walk, 
or run on to him in a ſerious Manner, he might 
now be thought for to delude thein, but this he doth 
not; he caſts no Rubs, no Blocks into their Way, 
but what they caſt themſelves ; if they come not in 
when he invites them, it is not becauſe God him- 
ſelf doth not enable them, but becauſe they have ſo 
enſnared themſelves in Sins, and Treſpaſſes, that they 
have quite diſabled themſelves to come unto him as 
they ought to do, yea and might have done, had 
they continued in their firſt Eſtate; ſo that they 
muſt here accuſe themſelves, not God. 

Thirdly, when God doeth offer Grace to Men, 
he doth not immediately infuſe his Grace into their 
Hearts, but he works it in them by the Uſe of 
Means: Now Reprobates, when as God tenders 
Grace unto them, do always ſlight, neglect, and 
vilify the outward Means by which he offers, and 
conveys his Grace; ſo that if they miſs of Grace, 
as they always do, they cannot lay the Fault on 
God ; or ſay, that he intended not to convert them; 
but they muſt take the Blame upon themſelves alone 
becauſe if they had uſed the Means with Care, with 
Conſcience as they ought, and done all that which 
was requiſite on their Parts; God would have 
wrought effectually by his Spirit in their Hearts, 
for ought that they could tell, or think to the con- 
trary. 

Fourthly, when God doth ſeriouſly invite us to 
Repentance, to true ſaving Faith; he doth not al- 
ways peremptorily promiſe, much lets reſolve to 
work this Faith, or Repentange in our Hearts, for 
then they ſhould be always wrought effectually in 
us, becauſe God's purpoſcd, God's refolved Will, 
is always executed, and cannot be reſiſted ; but he 
doth only ſeriouſly decare what things he doth 
approve, and require in us, and what Courle we 
| O 2 | ou 
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ourſelves muſt take, if we will be ſaved : A King 
may ſeriouſly wiſh and defire, that ſuch a Subject 
of his were a rich, or honourable Perſon ; and with- 
al inform him of the Way and Means to purchaſe 
Wealth or Honour; but yet he may not purpoſely 
reſolve to make him ſuch a one. God. doth ear- 
neſtly with, command and deſire, that all Men 
ſhould repent and turn unto him, that none ſhould 
offend, or ſin againſt him; but yet he hath not 
eternally purpoſed to cauſe them to repent, or to e- 
nable them to convert, and not to fin ; for moſt Men 
go on in Sin, without Repentance in many things 
we offend all; and there 1s no Man that liveth and 
ſinneth not. God may deſire ſomething in his re- 
vealed Will, which he hath not decreed to effect in his 


ſecret Will: He defires not the Death of a Sinner, 


but rather that he ſhould repent and live ; yet Sin- 
ners always die in Sin without Repentance : He 
deſires that all Men ſhould be ſaved, and that none 
periſh ; yet we know, that few. are ſaved, and that 
moſt Men periſh : Since therefore God may com- 
mand, deſire, and require ſomething in his revealed 
Will, which he hath not abſolutely decreed to ef- 
fect in his hidden Will, it follows not that God 
doth therefore reſolve to work effectually 
by his Grace in Reprobates, when as he offers 
Means of Grace unto them, and ſo he mocks them 
not. 

Fifthly, the Goſpel in which God offers Grace 
to 'Men, though it be propounded in an univerſal 
Manner, in Reſpect of the hearing of it, from which 
none are excluded; yet it is always preached diſtri- 
butivelv, reſtrictively, and conditionally, in Reſpect 
of the Benefit and Comfort of it; not to Men as 


they are Men; not to all Hearers or Reprobates, as | 


they are Hearers or Reprobates ; but allo to thoſe, 
and to thoſe only, that ſhall believe, imbrace, and 
obcy 
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obey it in the Sincerity of their Hearts. If then the 
Goſpel be thus propounded to a whole Congrega- 
tion, can any Man ſay that God defrauds him? lf 
he believes, or applies the Goſpel, he ſhall be ſure 
to reap Comfort and Salvation from it: If he be- 
lieve or receive 1t not at all, and fo doth loſe the 
Benefit of it: yet he cannot ſay that God deludes 
him, or that he did not offer it ſeriouſly unto him, 
becauſe he propounded it with this Proviſo, if he 
would believe it, which Condition he hath not ful- 
filled; therefore he cannot blame the Lord, who is 
not bound in Juſtice to perform it for him. 


Yea, but ſay you, a Reprobate may thus object, 


I cannot receive nor believe the Goſpel, unleſs God 
give me an Heart to do it; which Heart he hath 
not determined to give me; therefore he doth but 
equivocate with me in profering Grace unto me, 
upon ſuch impoſſible Terms as theſe, which I can- 
not perform. | 

I anſwer, that is true, that God muſt give Men 
Hearts to believe, to imbrace the Means of Grace in 
an effectual Manner, or elſe they cannot do it: yet 
this I ſay withal; that even Reprobates themſelves 
might have done more, in being more diligent in 
the Uſe of outward Means, had they put their 
whole Strength unto it, and prayed earneſtly to God 
for his Aſſiſtance: ſo that they cannot truly ſay, that 
God was wanting unto them in altering of their 


Hearts; but that they were wanting to themſelves, 


in being negligent in the Uſe of thoſe external 
Means by which God works his Grace, and in block- 
ing up their Hearts againſt the Lord and all his Or- 
dinances by daily Sins. 

Secondly, that Inability to believe, and uſe the 
Means of Grace which is in Reprobates, proceeds 
not primarily from any peremptory Decree, or Act 
of God, which thus diſables them to believe and re- 
pent, but from Reprobates themſelyves. God made 


Man 


— * - = =w — - * * © * * a = — 

. * - we 0 5 m 

50 ” — 5 0 Py 

— — —EUñ 2 — — — — — — --- - + * — — _ ” 1 — _ >” — - _ 4 W- 

ZZ Pra - N 2 _ 4 — WEST + a. - \ — TIS > vo —— 2 ” -D 2 * — 
- -. -—_ . — _ _ — - —— — _ — = 
- - m_— * — _ —_ 

— * —— —⏑ — — — — _ 


- 
— — — 
-—— 


wwemAP——_—__— . 2 nr TT 


—— —— 


- wt _ — 
— —— ——— — — — — — ih 


[ 102 ] 


Man able at the firſt to do his Will, to uſe the 


Means of Grace, which Liberty Mankind hath 
wholly, fully, juſtly loſt in Adam's Fall. Since there- 
fore that Impotency of receiving Grace, which is in 
Reprobates, proceeds not from any fatal, or neceſ- 
fitating Decree of God, but only from that origi- 
nal Depravation, which they derived from the Fall 
of Adam ; from which God is not pleaſed for to free 
them : Theſe Reprobates can never truly ſay, that 
God deludes them in tendring Grace unto them, 
though he gives them no Hearts to embrace it, to 
which he is not bound in juſtice; but they muſt ra- 
ther magnify his Mercy, in offering Grace unto 
them, when as they have made themſelves unworthy 
of it, and unable to receive it. 

Thirdly, what Reprobate is there, that when 
God tenders Grace unto him by his Miniſters, can 


truly ſay, that God hath poſitively reſolved not to 


give him an Heart or Will for to embrace it? Is any 
Reprobate privy unto God's Decrees, to know what 
he hath purpoſed concerning him ? If not, then he 
can never truly ſay, that God deals doubly with 
him, or that he hath decreed to give him na Will, 
no Power to embrace the Grace thus tendred to 
him; becauſe for ought he knows, he may belong 
to God's Election: and if ſo, then God will ſurely 
change his Heart, and give him Ability to receive 
his Grace. 

Fourthly, if God ſhould offer Grace to Repro- 
bates in a ſerious Manner, yet he ſhould not delude 
them, though he gives them no Power to entertain 
it z becauſe there is in Reprobates ſuch a liking and 
love of Sin, ſuch an Averſeneſs, hatred, yea violent 
Antipathy againſt Grace and Holineſs, that they 
would be utterly unwilling to receive this Grace up- 
on thoſe Terms that God doth offer it, although 
they had ſufficient Strength to embrace it : Repro- 
bates though they might have Grace for the very 

taking, 
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taking, yet they would not receive it tho? they 
might, upon God's Conditions; they would not, 
nay, we ſee they will not leave their Sins to em- 
brace it; therefore God deludes them not in ten- 
dring Grace unto them, tho' they cannot take it, 
becauſe they would not entertain it, tho' they 
might. 

Fifthly, tho' God doth not give Men Power to 
believe and receive his Goſpel, yet he doth not de- 
ceive them, in offering it unto them with a Deſire 
that they ſhould receive it: For as God doth not e- 
quivocate with Men in enjoining them not to ſin, 
and to obſerve his Law in every Point, under Pain 
of an eternal Curſe, tho? he gives them no Strength 
to do it, yea, tho? it be impoſſible for them to fulfil 
it; no more can he be ſaid to mock Men in offering 
Grace unto them by the Goſpel, tho' he gives them 
no Power to receive it, becauſe he commands them 
no more than they had Strength ar firſt to do, 
which Ability they loſt through their own Defaults; 
and becauſe the End of this Command is to no o- 
ther Purpoſe, but to cauſe Men to fee their own 
Diſability, and fo to fly out of themſelves to God 
for Strength and Mercy. 

Laſtly, God doth not mock theſe Reprobates in 
offering Grace unto them by the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel, tho? he never inclines their Hearts to em- 
brace it in a ſaving Manner, becauſe they have ma- 
ny excellent Privileges, many great Advantages by 
the Goſpel, which Infidels and others, who are ut- 
terly debarred of the Goſpel, want. 

For firſt, by this Proffer of the Goſpel to them, 
they have always ſomething to ſupport their Souls 
from ſinking in Deſpair ; they have always a Poſſibi- 
lity, a Hope, a Probability of their true Conver- 
ſion and Salvation, which thoſe who are bereaved of 
the Goſpel want; whence they are faid to be Aliens 
from the Commonwealth of 7/-ae!, Strangers from 

the 
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the Covenant of Promiſe, having no Hope; Re- 
probates who live under the Goſpel, have always 
Hope till their dying Day, becauſe they know not 


whether they are Reprobates, yea or no, till then; 
and Comfort, all ſuch as are deprived 


of the Goſpel, want; therefore the preaching of 
the Goſpel to them is not merely vain, 
Secondly, Reprobates who enjoy the Goſpel, 


have a more clear, diſtinct, and full Apprehention 
of God, both in his glorious Eſſence and Attributes, 


than thoſe who are indigent of the Goſpel have: 
They know the Attributes, Will, and Works of 
God; the Nature, Sufferings, Merits, Myſteries, 
Love, Interceſſion, and tranſcendent Excellencies of 
our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the Dignity of the 
Gifts and Graces of his-Spirit ; yea, they taſte a 
Sweetneſs in the Word and Promiles, and in the 


Powers of the World to come: They know more 
than all the World beſides, which is deprived of the 


Gofpel : Now, the very Knoweldge of God, of 
Chriſt, of all their Attributes, Excellencies, My- 


ſteries, and moſt ſweet and precious Promiſes, 
(which Things the very Angels themſelves deſire to 
pry into) together with thoſe ſundry Varieties of hea- 


venly Speculations, and Soul- raviſhing Diſcoveries, 
which the Scriptures do reveal to Reprobates, is an 
unvaluable and matchleſs Bleſſing; it is a greater 
Good and Happineſs than Man, by all the Light 
of Art or Nature, without the Scriptures, can at- 
tain unto; it is more of Value than all the Learning, 
Knowledge, Honours, Treaſures, or Contentments, 
that this World can yield; therefore no Reprobates 
can truly ſay, that God deals hardly or falſely with 
them, in publiſhing the Goſpel to them, tho? it doth 


not convert them, ſince the very Knowledge of it 


is ſo great a Favour, ſo tranſcendent a Privilege. 
Thirdly, Reprobates, tho' they are not convert- 
ed by the Goſpel, have always as great (nay, ſome- 
times 
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times a greater) Share and Portion in theſe outward 
Bleſſings and Privileges that attend the Goſpel, 
which are great and many, as the Saints themſelves, 

The Goſpel commonly brings Peace, Plenty, 
Health, Safety, Joy and Gladneſs, yea all outward 
Happineſs and Tranquility to all Kingdoms, all 
Nations that embrace it: It is always accompanied 
with many great and excellent Bleſſings and Privi- 
leges, of which Reprobates drink as deep as any o- 
thers; therefore it is not altogether in vain unto 
them, tho? it convert them not, becauſe it endowes 
them with ſo many outward Favours. 

Fourthly, Reprobates, tho* they are not truly 
ſanctified nor called by the Goſpel,, yet many of 
them have often Times many moral and commend- 
able Virtues, Gifts and Graces wrought within them 
by it. Again, many of them are often Times ci- 
vilized and reformed by it, ſo that they run not in- 
to the ſame Exorbitancies, or Exceſs of Sin and 
Wickedneſs, as elſe they would: By which it comes 
to paſs that their eternal Torments are much exte- 
nuated and abated : Therefore they cannot truly 
ſay that the Goſpel is ineffectual or fruitleſs ts them, 
becauſe their very Souls in this Regard, reap much 
Advantage by 1t. 

Fitthly, Reprobates have often Times many ſud- 
den, tranſitory, and flaſhy Joys : Many good Mo- 
ions, Purpoſes, and Reſolutions wrought within 
them by the Word; yea, the Word of God is 
ſometimes ſo prevalent, ſo powerful in their Souls, 
hat it makes them to do many Things for God, 
and to go very far in the outward Practiſe and Pro- 
feſſion of Religion; infomuch that they ſeem to ma- 

y to be the Elect of God, and the undoabted 
embers of Jeſus Chriſt; ſo that the Goſpel is not 
together in vain unto them, becauſe it works ſome 


o0d upon them, tho” it converts them not. 
P Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, Reprobates, by Virtue of the Goſpel, 
enjoy the bleſſed Society and Company of God's E- 
lect, by Means of whom their Souls and Bodies does 
often Times fare the better. It is no ſmall Benefit 
or Bleſſing to enjoy the Fellowſhip of God's Elect 
for as their Society is comfortable, ſweet, amiable, 
innocent, mild and harmleſs; ſo it is a Means of 
keeping many deſerved Judgments from, and pul- 
ling down many undemerited Bleſſings upon Repro- 
bates and Caſt-aways: It is common in the Scrip- 
tures, and ordinary in Experience, that God often 
Times bleſſeth Reprobates, and keeps off Judgments 
from them, for the Elect Sake that live among 
them; wherefore tho* the Goſpel doth not convert 

them to the Lord, yet it is not in vain unto them 
even in this Reſpect. | 

Seventhly, Reprobates who live under the Goſ- 

, are ſometimes made the Means of Good to o- 
thers, and the Furtherers of God's Glory: Kings 
Miniſters, Magiſtrates, Scholars of all Sorts, Arti 
ficers, and the like, tho? they are ſuch as God hat 
rejected, are often Times made the Inſtruments of 
much Good unto the Saints, the Executioners of 
God's Will, and the Advancers of his Glory ; which 
brings much Joy and Comfort to them 1n the Sight 
of Men: Since therefore Reprobates enjoy ſo man 
Bleſſings, Privileges and Comforts by the Goſpel, a 
theſe here mentioned, they have no Cauſe to ſa 
that God deludes or cheats them, when he ſend: 
his Goſpel to them; becauſe, tho” he gives no in 
ward Efficacy nor Power to it, to convert and fave 
their Souls, yet he derives many outward Bleſlings 
Comforts, Privileges, and Favours to them by it 
for which their Souls and Bodies fare the better. 

If you now object, that the Goſpel aggravate 
the Sins uf Reprobates, and makes their Condemna 


tion greater, becauſe it leaves them without Excuſe 


therc 
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therefore they are no Gainers, but Loſers by the 
Goſpel. 

I anſwer, that it is true, that had it been better 
for ſome Reprobates, (yea for all thoſe Reprobates 
that go on in ſinful and rebellious Courſes without 
Reſtraint) that they had never enjoyed the 
Goſpel, by Reaſon of their Diſobedience to it; but 
as for others who are reclaimed by it, tho? it aggra- 
vates their Condemnation one Way, in adding to 
the Greatneſs, yet it extenuates it another Way, in 
detracting from the Multitude and Number of their 
Sins, which they would have doubled and trebled, 
had not the preaching of the Word reſtrained them; 


ſo that they are far greater Gainers in this laſt Re- 


ſpect, than Loſers by the firſt. All Reprobates fare 
the better for the Goſpel here, in regard of theſe 
many outward Bleſſings and Privileges that accom- 
pany it; many of them ſpeed the better for it, not 
only here, but hereafter too. Thoſe that fare the 
worſer for it, it is from their own Defaults; they 
might have uſed it better, if they would themſelves, 
in having more Care and Conſcience to practice and 
obey 1t : So that the Goſpel is in itſelf a Bleſſing to 
them all, tho? it proves a great Curſe and Condem- 
nation unto many, through their own Defaults : 
However, I dare boldly ſay, that the very Know- 
ledge of the Goſpel is ſo great a Privilege and Bleſ- 
ſing of itſelf, that many ingenuous Reprobates 
would rather chuſe to undergo a greater Condemna- 
tion with it, than a far Jeſs without it. 

But you will now demand of me ; if the Goſpel 
doth truly and of right belong to none but the E- 
lect, if it converts and ſaves none elle but they, why 
then is it propounded ſo indefinitely, ſo generally to 


all, to Reprobates as well as others? If it were pro- 


per and peculiar to the Elect alone, it ſhould be 


preached to none but they. 
P 2 To 
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To this I anſwer, that the woo 4 is thus gene- 
rally preached unto all, not becauſe it belongs alike 
to all, or becauſe God intends that it ſhould be alike 
effectual unto all, but becauſe it is the Will, the 
Pleaſure and Command of God, that it ſhould be 
thus propounded: Now the Reaſons wherefore the 
Goſpel is thus generally preached unto all, though 
it be principally intended for the Converſion, the 
Salvation of the Elect alone, are theſe, 

Firſt, becauſe the Reprobates are intermixed and 
mingled with the Elect, as the Weeds, the Tares 
are with the Corn and Graſs; as the Chaff is with 
the Wheat, and as the Stones are with the mellow 
Ground : Now as the Rain doth oftentimes fall upon 
the Tares, the Weedes, and Stones, as well as on 
the Corn, the Grais and fertile Soil; not becauſe 
it is principally intended unto them, but becauſe 
they are intermixed with the Graſs, the Corn, and 
fertile Soil ; and as the Fan doth blow upon the 
Chaff as well as on the Wheat; becauſe it is mixed 
with the Wheat, though it ſcatters the one and 
purgeth the other, Even fo the pleaſant Showers 
and Breathings of the Goſpel, do ottentimes fall on 
Reprobates and wicked Men, who are compared 
to Weeds, to Tares, to Rocks, to Chaff, through- 
out the Scripture, not with a determinated Purpoſe 
to convert or ſave them; but becauſe they are ming- 
ed with the Elect and choſen Saints of God, (who 
are compared to Wheat, togaod, to mellow Ground) 
for whole effectual Calling and Converſion they are 
only ſent. 

Secondly, the Goſpel is thus generally tendred to 
all that will embrace it, not to the Elect alone, be- 
cauſe the Miniſters of the Goſpel being but frail, 
Men as others are, not able to dive into the fo. 
cret Council and Decrees of God, cannot diſtinguiſh 
berween the Llect and Reprobates : If the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel cud infallibly diſtinguiſh between the 

Ele & 


r 
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Ele& and Reprobates, between thoſe that would 
willingly receive the Goſpel, and ſuch as would per- 
petually reject it; they might then perchance pro- 
pound the Goſpel to the Elect alone; but becauſe 
they know not who are choſen or elected, nor who 
are reprobated, therefore they muſt preach the Goſ- 
pel unto all, that ſo thoſe who are elected, may be 
effectually called and converted out of all. 

Thirdly, the Goſpel muſt be thus promulgated 
becauſe elle it would be vain and ineffectually unto 
all : For if the Goſpel ſhould be pronounced to the 
Ele& alone, (as he that is elected ſhall be faved ;) 
then.no Man could apply it to his own Soul ; for 
before a Man's Converſion unto God, he cannot 
truly or infallibly ſay, that he is elected; yea the 
very Elect can never aſcertain themſelves that th 
are elected, till they find the bleſſed Fruits of E- 
lection in their Hea,ts, which are wrought by the 
Hearing, Reading, and Preaching of the Word: 
ſo that if the Goſpel ſhould be preached to the Elect 
alone, it would be vain and ineffectual; becauſe no 
Man could then apply it to himſelf ; therefore it is 
propounded promiſcuouſly unto all, that ſo Men 
might be able to apply it to their Souls. 


Fourthly, the Goſpel muſt be thus propounded, 


that ſo no Man while he liveth here might have 
Cauſe to deſpair of God's Mercy: If God ſhould 
cull out his Ele& from among the Reprobate, ma- 
king an open Diviſion or Separation of them here, 
by preaching the Goſpel unto them alone ; all Re- 
probates mult necds preſently deſpair of his Grace, 
and run into ſome deſperate Courſe, knowing that 
they are deſigned and marked out for Hell : But 
now when the Goſpel is thus generally propound- 
ed unto all, it always nouriſheth ſome Hope in Re- 
robates, and keeps them from Deſpair. 

Fifthly, the Goſpel is thus generally preached un- 

to all, that ſo Reprobates who wilfully diſobey, re- 


ject, 
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„and ſlight it, may be left without Excuſe, lay- 
ing all the Blame upon themſelves, and not on God, 
who was not wanting to them in the external Means, 
which they neglected, 

Sixthly, The Goſpel is thus generally propounded, 
though it becomes not effectual unto all, that ſo the 
Saints who are converted by it, may have greater 
Cauſe to love, to bleſs, to praiſe the Lord, than 
other Men, for making it effectual unto them, when 
he hath not made it effectual to others. 

Seventhly, it is thus divulged unto all, becauſe 
It is a Rule of Life to all: (to Reprobates as well 
as others:) though it be no ſalve, no Plaiſter for to 
heal their Souls : The Goſpel though it works not 
Grace in all, yet it isa Square, a Rule of Life to 
all that hear it; yet it is that by which they ſhall 
be judged at the laſt : Wherefore though it be ef- 
fectual to none but the Elect, yet it muſt be preach- 
ed unto all alike, becauſe it is a Rule of Life of Judg- 
ment unto all, and ſo requires the ſelf- ſame Obe- 


* 


dience and Reſpect from all, whether Reprobates 


or Elect : Even as Princes Laws exact the ſelf- ſame 
Obedience from Rebels and Traytors, as from their 
beſt and loyaliſt Subjects. 


Eighthly, it is thus propounded unto all, that ſo 
the Riches of God's Love and Mercy to Mankind 


in Jeſus Chriſt his Son, and all his great and glori- 
ous Attributes, together with the Myſteries of Sal- 
vation and his revealed Will, might be more pub- 
lickly manifeſted, more abundantly diſcloſed to the 
Sons of Men, to the greater Glory and Praiſe of 
God. The more the Goſpel is ſpread Abroad, the 
more God and Chriſt is glorified, though it con 
verts not all that hear it ; becauſe it doth more di- 
vulge thoſe great, thoſe glorious Attributes, thoſe 
Treaſures of Mercy, Grace and Goodneſs which 


are in them, and wins them a more awful, a more 


fovereign commanding Reverence, and Adoration 
in 
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in the Hearts of Men ; therefore it is thus preached 


unto all. 

Ninthly, it is thus publiſhed unto all, that fo it 
may work effectually on many Reprobates, though 
not to turn them wholly and fully to the Lord, 
yet to convert them from their Atheiſm, their Pa- 
ganiſm, their Idolatries, their profane and diſſolute 
Courſes, their open Violences, Perſecutions, and 
Inſolencies againſt God's choſen, (who elſe ſhould 
find no Peace, no Safety, no Subſiſtence in this 
World of Wickedneſs which hates them to the Death) 
and from many other Sins into which they would 
have plunged themſelves, had not the Goſpel pul- 
led them back ; we know by Experience, that the 
Goſpel works very far on many Reprobates ; it 
makes them to do much; to part with many Sins, 
to do many Courteſies to God's Children, whom 
elſe they would perſecute to the Death; and though 
it never works ſo far as thoroughly to change, to 
fave their Souls; yet it brings them nearer to Salva- 
tion than elſe they could have: It makes their Con- 


 demnation leſs, by leſſening the Number of their 


Sins. | 


T enthly, the Goſpel muſt be thus propounded, 


that ſo thoſe Reprobates who live under the Sphere 


and Compaſs of it, might enjoy thoſe outward Bleſ- 
ſings and Privileges which it brings, as well as the 
Elect; which they could never do, were it appro- 
priated to the Elect alone. 

Eleventhly, the Goſpel is thus generally preached 
unto all, that ſo Reprobates might bear Witneſs to 
it, acknowledging God andJeſus Chrift, as well as o- 
thers : If the Goſpel had been publiſhed to the E- 
lect alone, then many who now acknowledge and 
adore the Deity of God, of Chriſt, who believe the 
Truth and Holinefs of the Goſpel, had lain ſtill in 
their dark, idolatrous, heatheniſh Rites, and ſuper- 
ſtitious Ceremonies, worſhipping Devils, Images, 
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Stocks, Stones, with other Creatures, as their only 


Gods; embracing fabulous, blaſphemous, abſurd, 


and idle Poems or Hiſtories of Idol Gods, for ſound 
Divinity; by which the Glory of God, the Know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, with the Dignity, Limits, 
Truth, and Teſtimony of the Goſpel, ſhould have 
been much eclipſed : God therefore commands the 
Goſpel to be thus amply propounded unto all, 
not to the Elect alone, that ſo all Men might come 


to the Acknowledgement of his Truth and Deity, 


for the greater Manifeſtation of his Glory. 
Twelfthly, the Goſpel is communicated unto all, 
that ſo Reprobates, as well as others, being convin- 
ced of their own Weakneſs, Vileneſs, Wretched- 
neſs, and Perverſeneſs in God's Sight, which none 
without the Scriptures can diſcover, might the more 
freely acknowledge his Juſtice in rejecting them, 
and in inflicting eternal Vengeance on them for their 
Sins: When a Reprobate, by the Light of God's 
holy Word, (the only Perſpective to diſcover Sin) 
ſhall ſee what he hath loſt in Adam, what Corrupti- 
on he hath drawn from his Loins, and ſhall withal 
diſcern the Greatneſs, the infinite Multitude of his 
own actual Sins, then he is even forced to confeſs, 
that God deals juſtly with him; then his Conſci- 
ence ſtops his Mouth, and makes him ſpeechleſs; 
ſo that he has nothing to reply againſt God, but 
willingly ſubmits unto his Doom, as being ſcarce 
proportionable to his Sin : There is great Reaſon 
therefore why the Goſpel ſhould be thus propound- 
ed unto Reprobates, tho' it converts them not, even 


to diſcover their own Corruptions, Sins and Wic- 


kedneſſes to them, to ſtop their clamorous Mouths, 
and ſo to juſtify, to clear God's Juſtice to their 
Conſciences, that they may have nothing to reply 
againſt it. BE | 
Thirteenthly, the Sacraments are adminiſtred 
unto all, to Reprobates, as well as to the Elect : 


Re- 
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Reprobates are baptized, and receive the Sacra- 
mentof the Lord's Supp:r, as well as any of God's 
choſen ones, it is fit therefore that the Goſpel ſhould 
be extended unto all as well as the Sacraments, be- 
cauſe they are both of the ſelf-ſame Latitude, go- 
ing Hand in Hand together, like Twins, that can- 
not be divided, | 

Fourteenthly, the Goſpel muſt be thus generally 
publiſhed unto all, that ſo the Elect of God, who 
readily embrace, and cheerfully obey it, may re- 
ceive the Benefit; that Reprobates who wilfully re- 
ject or diſobey it, may incur the Doom and Cenſure 
of it. If the Goſpel were not preached to the E- 
lect, they could not then be gathered, be convert- 
ed by it, and ſo not ſaved by Chriſt's Death. If it 
were not revealed unto Reprobates, they could not 
then be liable to the Obedience, and ſo not to the 
Condemnation of the Goſpel; for where there is no 
Law, no Goſpel, there can be no Obedience to, no 
Tranſgreſſion againſt them, and ſo no Condemnati- 
on for diſobeying them. Since therefore Repro- 
bates are under God's Juriſdiction and Government, 
as well agythe Elect; ſince they are to be ruled, 
guided and judged by his Laws, becauſe they are 
his Creatures, our great, our bleſſed God, out of 
his infinite Wiſdom, his abſolute Supremacy over 
all Men, (as earthly Princes uſe to publiſh their 
Laws, as well to Rebels, Traytors, Malefactors, as 
to their belt and loyaleſt Subjects, that ſo they may 
awe, reſtrain, condemn and puniſh the one, but 
regulate, encourage, and reward the other) com- 
mands his Word, his Goſpel to be preached to Caſt. 
aways, as well as to the Elect, becauſe they are his 
Creatures, and therefore as truly ſubject to his Laws, 
his Precepts, as his deareſt Children) that ſo he 
may the better order and reſtrain them here; the 
more juſtly puniſh and condemn them hereatter, for 
their wilful Diſobedience to his holy Word: It the 


Q Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, which is now a Law, a Rule, a Square of 
Obedience, Life and Judgment unto all that hear 
it, ſhould not be publiſhed unto Reprobates, they 
ſhould be then a kind of lawleſs People, exempted 
not ny from the Command and Government, but 
e 


likewiſe from the Sovereignty, Obedience and Pe- 
nalties of the Goſpel, which would be a great E- 
cliple and Blemiſh, not only to the Supremacy, the 
Latitude of the Scriptures, but even to the Kingdom 
and Prerogative of Chriſt himſelf, the Author, Sub- 
ject and Subſtance of the Goſpel; to whom all Na- 
tions, all People, all Creatures are ſubjected. God 
therefore, that he might the better order, awe, 
condemn, and govern Reprobates; the more en- 
large the Sovereignty of his Son, his Goſpel, com- 
mands to be preached unto Caſt-aways, as well 
as the Elect, that ſo he might more fully manifeſt 
his Wiſdom, his Juſtice, in regulating the Actions, 
reſtraining the Wickedneſs, and puniſhing the Diſ- 
obedience of the one, the more liberally diſpenſe 
the Riches of his Mercy, in rewarding the Faith, in 
crowning the Obedience of the other. If the Goſ- 
pel were not promiſcuouſly preached unto all, Men 
could then be ordered, ruled, directed, puniſhed, 
or rewarded by it, no more than Subjects in a King- 
dom where there are no renumerating, no reſtrain- 
ing Laws; God therefore, that he might the more 
wiſely rule, condemn and judge the wicked; the 
more graciouſly gather, guide, encourage and re- 
ward his choſen, commands his Goſpel to be preach- 
ed promiſcuouſly to them both, Experience teach- 
eth us, that wiſe, that prudent Princes, Parents, 


Magiſtrates, Maſters, and Commanders, promul- 
gate the ſelt-ſame Edits, Orders, Laws, and Pre- 
cepts; propound the ſelf- ſame Puniſhments, En- 
couragements, Threatnings and Commands to their 
moſt refractory, rebellious, undutiful Subjects, 
Children, . Inferiors, Servants, and Soldiers, as to 

the 
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the moſt dutiful, loyal and obedient. No Kings, 
no Parents, Governors, Maſters, or Commanders, 
give Laws, Va tro Rewards or Puniſhments to 
their loyalleſt, their moſt obſequious Subjects, Sons 
or Vaſſals only, but unto all alike; and if to any 
more than others, then ſurely to the worſt, and 
moſt rebellious for whom ſuch Laws, ſuch Threats, 
ſuch Admonitions, Promiſes, and Encouragements, 
are principally made; if not to withdraw them from 
their rebellious Practiſes, yet at leaſt to curb, leſſen, 


to abate their Wickedneſs, or more juſtly to con- 


demn and puniſh it, God in propounding his 
Word, his Goſpel promiſcuouſly unto all, deals 
but as theſe earthly Princes, Parents, Magiſtrates, 
Maſters, and Commanders do; his Grounds, his 


Reaſons are the ſame with theirs ; therefore no Man, 


no Reprobate can juſtly tax or blame him for it; 
but he muſt needs confeſs his Wiſdom, his Juſtice, 


his Equity in diſpenſing it thus indifferently unto 


all. 

Fifteenthly, the Goſpel is thus divulged unto all, 
becauſe it hath ſeveral Effects in all; tho* not to 
ſave to convert all thoſe that hear it: To the Elect 
it is the Power of God to Salvation ; the Savour of 


Life unto Life, the effectual Means of their true 


Converſion: To the Wicked it is the Savour of 
Death unto Death, the Rule of Life and Judgmenr, 
the Declaration of God's revealed Will and Pleaſure, 
the Cauſe often Times of their Obduration, and 
greater Condemnation, by Reaſon of their con- 
temptuous Neglect of it. Since therefore the Goſ- 
pel (which is only an Inſtrument to accompliſh the 
eternal Decrees and Will of God concerning Men, 
according to his Purpoſe) hath a Work by God's e- 
ternal Appointment in Reprobates, as well as in the 


| Elect; it is promiſcuouſly propounded to them 


both; yet not preciſely as to Elect and Reprobates ; 
not in abſolute, not in poſitide Terms; but as to 
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Men who are capable of Grace, of Salvation, if 
they repent, believe and obey it, are infallibly cer- 
tain of Damnation, if they do reject it. 

Laſtly, the Goſpel is thus preached indefinitely 
unto all, that ſo God might ſhew his Wiſdom, his 
Power, his Liberality, his Goodneſs, and his Mercy, 
in converting ſome Men out of all. God might 
have left Mankind in that deſperate, that loſt Con- 
dition into which the Sin of Alam did plunge them 
at the firſt, as he left the lapſed Angels, with- 
out recovering any of them from that deplorable, 
wretched State; but yet it hath pleaſed him, out 
of the abundant Riches of his Grace and Mercy, to 
exempt a Remnant, and a Remnant only, from 
this their curſed Thraldom, by the Death and Paſſi- 
on of his only Son, whom he calls and fevers from 
the reſt, by the Voice, the Power of his Word and 
Spirit: And for their Sakes principally is it, that 
he cauſeth his Goſpel to be thus preached promiſcu- 
ouſly unto all. Firſt, that he may gather this ſcat- 
tered, this diſperſed choſen Remnant out of all. 


Secondly, that he might try all Men what they are, | 
and ſo in ſome Sort diſcover to the World who are 


his dearly beloved Children, whom he hath choſen 
out of all, even thoſe who obey and hear his Voice. 
Thirdly, that he might manifeſt his abſolute Sover- 


eignty over all, in converting ſome, and hardening 


others. Fourthly, that he might diſcover the ad- 
mirable Liberty and Freedom of his Choice, 1n 
making the ſelf- ſame Word a Word of Life, of 
Salvation unto ſome (and thoſe perchance the moſt 


e HY 


unlikely in the Eyes of Men) and yet a Word of | 


Death, of Damnation unto others. Fifthly, that 
he might declare the ſuperabundant Riches of his 
Grace and Mercy towards his Elect and choſen Chil- 


dren, in calling them home unto him by his Gol- | 
pel, when as he obdurates others by it. Sixthly, | 


the 


 tointricate, to perplex his Ways, his dealings with þ 
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the Sons of Men, that ſo they might admire the 
unſearchable Depth of the Riches of his Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, 'adoring the Profoundneſs of his 
ſtupendious hidden Myſteries, which wonld become 
contemptible, were they once but fathomed to the 
Bottom, not being able to trace out his Ways, his 
Footſteps, in working on the Hearts of ſome Men 
by his Word and Goſpel, not on others. Seventh- 
ly, to teach the World to know that the Power of 
ſaving, of converting Souls, is neither in the im 
tent, or depraved Will of Man, nor in the Mini- 
ſters, or outward Letter of the Goſpel (for then all 
Men, the ſameGoſpel being preached,ſhould be equal- 
ly converted by it, becauſe the natural Diſpoſition, 
Power, Bent, and Inclination of their Wills, is juſt 
the ſame) but only in the free Diſpoſe of God Far 
who works both when and where, and how, and 
what he will; not generally in all that hear the Goſ- 
pel, but in thoſe alone, whom he thinks fit ; and 
that in ſeveral Manners, Places, Seaſons, and De- 
grees, according to the Pleaſure of his own free 
Will, which none can hinder, alter or controul. 
Eightly, to teach Men to fear and tremble in his 
Preſence ; to caſt themſelves wholly on his Grace 


and Mercy ; to depend, to wait on him continually, 


and to have their Eyes and Hearts ſtill fixed on him, 
ſince all the Benefits, Fruits, and Bleſſings of the 
Goſpel; all the Differences and Changes that are 
wrought in Men, proceed from him. Ninthly, to 
inſtruct thoſe Saints who have been called and con- 
verted by the Goſpel, not to ſacrifice to their own 
Nets; not to boaſt nor glory in themſelves (a Means 
to make them the very worſt of Men) or in the 
outward Means of Grace, but to aſcribe the Glory, 
Honour and Praiſe of their Vocation and Converſi- 
on unto God, who hath not wrought ſo in the 
Hearts of others, who had the ſelf-ſame Word of 
Grace, Laſtly, to ſtir up the Hearts of all his 
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choſen, to bleſs, to laud, to praiſe, and love him 
more than others, for the Superabundance of his 
peculiar Love and Kindneſs to them, in chuſing, 
calling, and converting them, when as he ſuffers 
others for to periſh under [the very ſelf- ſame Means 
and Word of C Grace we they enjoy. 

Now as the Quakers are as great Arminians as a- 
ny Denomination among us z and there having oc- 
curred to my Mind fomething that I think borders 
upon Atheilm, in Robert Barclay's Apology, Page 
149, I have taken the Liberty to lay it before you. 
The Paſſage ftands thus: I have often had the 
Manner of God's working, in order to Salvation, 
towards all Men, illuſtrated to my Mind, by one 
or two Examples, which I ſhall here add for the In- 
formation of others. 

The Firſt is of a Man heavily diſeaſed, to whom 
J compare Man in his fallen Condition: I ſuppoſe 
God, who is this great Phyſician, not only to give 


this Man Phyſick, after he had uſed all the Indu- 


ſtry he could for his own Health; “ but kkewiſe 
that he held forth in his fourth Propoſition, 
that all Men were dead, depriv'd of Senfation 
or Feeling; and fo he appears to me, that he had 
but a weak Memory, or a falacious Way of Writ- 
ing, and therefore ought to come under ſevere Cor- 
rection. 


Daib this Man hold here a finleſs State, 
With God and Man to prevaricate ; 
Maintain that Man is dead in Sin, 
And anon deny this very Thing. 
Who can depend on ſuch a Guide? 
That from the Truth of God doth ſlide : 
Maintain that Man hath a Free-will, 
I/hich is to God a Rebel ſtill, 
And always will to him remain, 
Jill Grace the Enmity hath ſlain. 


Ta 
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To talk of Induſtry of Man that's dead, 
Shews him to have but a weak Head. 


« But he, even the Lord, this great Phyſician, 
comes, and pours the Remedy into Ris Mou th, and, 
as it were, Jayeth him in his Bed; foif the ſick 
Man be paſſive, it will neceſſarily work the Effect; 
but if he be ſtubborn and untoward, and will needs 
riſe, and go forth in the Cold, or eat ſuch Fruits as 
are hurtfu] to him, while the Medicine ſhould ope- 
rate, then, tho* of its Nature it tendeth to cure 
him, yet it will prove deſtructive to him, becauſe 
of thoſe Obſtructions which it meets with. Now, 
as the Man that ſhould thus undo himſelf, would 
certainly be the Cauſe of his own Death, fo who will 
ſay, that if cured, he owes not his Health wholly to 
the Phyſician, and not to any Deed of his own, ſee- 
ing his Part was not any Action, but a Paſſiveneſs?“ 
I ſhewed the Doctor, in my Letter, that this Man 
ſhould have been repreſented dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins, and ſo raiſed from fo great a Death by this good 
Phyſician, that he ſhould have all the Glory; this 
would be talking like one ſent of God. But what is all 
this Shuffling and Evaſion for, but to bring in the 
Free-will of Man to comply with the Offer of the 
Remedy, and of the Man's going into the Cold, 
and eating ſuch Fruits as were hurtful to him, and 
ſo hindring the Remedy from effecting a Cure upon 
him? But as the Man was dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins, how could he eat or walk, when deprived of 
the Senſation or Feeling? What pitiful Traſh has 


this Author bundled together, fit for nothing but to 
be treated with Contempt. 


To fee a Man dead walk in the Cold, 
A Story as weak as can be told, 


Many of theſe called Qzakers, when they are 
talking, preaching, or writing againſt the Calvi- 


aiſts, 
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ni/ts, run very hard againſt us, when they hear or 


read, that we preach or write, that whoſoever doth 


believe in Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be ſaved, they retort 
upon us, and ſay, how can you be ſo inconſiſtent 
with your own Sentiments, when you hold an Elec- 
tion or Predeſtination of a certain Number, and 
that Chriſt by his Death made an Attonement for no 
more than thoſe choſen or predeſtinated, before the 
World began? To which we make this free and o- 
pen Reply, That it 1s done on Purpoſe, that God 
may make the Word preached by them he ſends, 
for the Regeneration and Converſion of thoſe that he 
hath thus choſen. Now, you all deſpiſe this Di- 
ſtinction, but I think I can demonſtrate, that this 
Author, and all that approve of his Writings, are 
more inconſiſtent then they think we are; and now 
Iwill make it appear to every impartial Perſon. 
The Quakers, with this Author, maintain, that this 
all-wiſe, all-powerful, omniſcient Phyſician, hath 
come, doth come, and will come to all Perſons, in 
order to cure them of this Diſeaſe, and as he has put 
it in the ſingular Number, ſo I take it for granted, 
that the whole Malady of the Soul is here meant, 
which is the Heart of Stone, Now the Cure muſt 
be to give a Heart of Fleſh, and then to write his 
Law upon it, that the Perſon may never finally de- 
part from hin. Now this great and good Phy ſici- 
an does deſign to do it for all thoſe he comes to vi- 
ſit, in order to heal them, or he does not. Now I 
think this is a fair ſtating of the Queſtion ; for as he 
could as eaſily effect it, as to ſay to dead Lazarus, 
Come forth, and doth not effect it, when it is done 
with ſo much Eaſe, for nothing of this Nature can 
be hard for Omnipotency; therefore thoſe that 


maintain the ſame Notions with this Author, muſt 


be compelled to own, that he is not ſincere, as that 
he is not omnipotent. Take which Way you will, 


it borders upon Atheilm, and therefore you cannot 
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Extricate him nor yourſelf out of this Labyrinth 3 
and as all Perſons muſt own, that Phyſician that 
can infallibly cure a Diſeaſe; and doth not, had 
better never go to viſit them, with Pretence to 
cure them, and depart from them, leaving them in 
that deplorable Caſe they were in before he viſited 
them. This was but a Mock-viſit, if they are not 
cured : But all that this Author and you can pretend 
is the Cauſe why that Sinner is not cured, is the 
Stubbornneſs of the Will: That was and is the 
Diſcaſe that renders him an Object of this good 
Phyſician's Compaſſion, and what his omniſcient 


Eye could not be ignorant of: He knew right well, 


that except this Work was effected, the Sinner 
could not be ſaved yz fo that this Author, and all his 
Abettors, are fallen into ten thouſand Times worſe 
Labyrinths than what he imagined we are in; for 


his is Atheiſm, Iam well aſſured. 


What ! doth this all-wiſe Phyſician come? 
And ſee the Sinner thus undone , | 
And leave him in this wretched State, 
And know he ne er could extricate ; 

But fee him lie in Filth and Gore, 

And go away, and come no more. 

Better he had never at him come, 

Then leave this Wretch thus undone. 

All the Saints know this Phyſician's Skill, 
He can effect a Cure when he will. 

May not they retort at him? and ſay, 
Why did you not cure him that very Day? 
It <were but turning his ſtubborn Will, 
Which was not hard for thy great Skill, 


Now I will go the ſhorteſt Way with you, in 


order to convince you all ; and the Method I ſhall, 
take is this, That God, the all-wiſe, all-powertul, 
7 R | Olm: 
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omniſcient Phyſician, never did, nor never will go 
to any on purpoſe, to cure them of theſe ſpiritual 
Diſeaſes, but he will effect it; for our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, when in this World with his bodily Pre- 
ſence, cured all thoſe he took in hand, to do fo 
good a Work upon, as you may read all through 
the four Evangeliſts z and firſt in Matth. xii. 15. it 
is ſaid, Great Mulliludes follewed him, and be healed 
them all. And as he is God and Man, ſo no Cnre 
of Soul or Body can be too hard for his Almighty 
Power to effect, when it is his Pleaſure it ſhould be 
done : But Robert Barclay was ſo weak, as to re- 
preſent, that God, this great Phyſician, comes and 
puts this Remedy into the ſick Man's Mouth, and 
then lays him in his Bed; and then inſinuates, that 
he Might riſe and go into the Cold, and cat ſuch 
Fruits as would hinder the Remedy from taking 
that Effect, as this all-wiſe, all- powerful, omniſci- 
ent Phyſician deſigned ſhould be done by this Re- 
medy. This alſo borders upon Atheiſm ; for, firſt, 

this Phyſician, is both Phyſician and Nurſe, to look af- 
ter him all the Time he 1s under his Cure : This muſt 
be granted, or he did not believe his Omniſciency, 
and that 1s robbing him of one of his incommu- 
cable Perfections ; for the ſick Man could not have 
a Thought of riſing and going into the Cold, and 
eating ſuch Fruits as were hurtful to him; but this 
omniſcient Phyſician ſaw his Thoughts afar off, Pſal. 

xciv. 11. Verſe 4, For by him he lives and moves, and 
hath his Being. Acts xvii. 28. For the Lord ſearch- 
eth all Hearts. and underſtands the Imagination of the 
Thoughts, 1 Chron. xxvii. 9. No Thought can be hid 
from ee, Job x1. 2. So this whole Example, as 
he calls it, is leſſening of his Glory, and in ſhort 
1s Atheiſm. Now theſe Texts prove to a Demon- 
ſtration, that this all-wiſe, all powerful, omniſcient 
Phyſician mult needs know this Man's Intention, 
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and he muſt have every Motion from him, other- 1 
wiſe he could not riſe; for every Action is from | 
him, but every Evil in the Action proceeds from | 
the Devil, and Man's corrupt Heart, Now all 
that can be replied to this, is the Stubbornneſs of 
the Will of the Sinner, which this Author inſinu- 
ates, prevents the Remedy from taking its Effect, 
as this all-wiſe, all- powerful, omniſcient Phyſician 
deſigns: But this is the Diſcaſe the Phyſician came 
to cure; and this is what muſt be effected upon 
the Will, or the Sinner can never be ſaved; for it 
would have no Effect on him, if the Stubbornneſs 
of the Will was not removed: and that muſt be 
the Effect of his Almighty Power. Now, I will 
prove, that he cures all he takes in hand, by ſub- 
FR duing the Stubbornneſs of the Will, in making 
„him will thoſe Things that are pleaſant in his Sight, 
. as in 1/aiah, Chap. lvii. 1 7 He went on frowardly, 


in the Way of his Heart. Verſe 18. 1 Fe. bis Ways, 
A and will heal him. Now what doth theLord mean by 


0 this, but to take away the Stubbornneſs of the poor 
K Sinner, that would remain ſo for ever, unleſs cured 
, by him. And in Pſalms cx. 3. The Lord ſaith, 
1- by the Prophet David, ſpeaking of the Meſſiah, 
ve 7 People ſball be a willing People, in the Day of 
1d in Power. And our Lord faith, That none can 
nis Yeome to me, except the Father which ſent me draw him, 
al. John vi. 44. What can be meant by this, but 


xd that the Sinner*s ſtubborn Will muſt be brought 
h- over by his efficacious Grace? And in Hoſea, 
he Chap. ii. Verſe 4. He faith, I drew them with the 
id Cords of a' Man, with the Bonds of Love. What 

could the Prophet mean here, but that God would 
bring over. the ſtubborn Will, by his irreſiſtible 
Grace? And the Prophet Jeremiah, Chap. x. 23, 
Faith, I know the Way of Man is not in bimſelf; it 
not in Man that walketh to direct his Steps, Prov. 


Xvi, 


3 


3 


i. 1: The Preparations of the Heart, in Mm 
and the Anſtwer of the Tongue is from the Lord 
No by all theſe Texts, it plainly appears, chat the 
Stubbornneſs of the Will muſt be removed by this 
all- powerful Phyſician. 1 Phil. ii 1 3. For it is God 
which worketh in you, both to will and to do of his 
good Pleaſure, Theſe undeniable Proofs;. and 
many others of ſacred Writ demonſtrate, that the 

* whole Regeneration and Converſion of the Sinner, 
is all the Work of this great Phyſician, that his 
Grace may be alone exalted. _ 
Now, when Preachers or Writers are making a 
Simile between an earthly Phyſician and God, they 
ſhould always carry their Ideas, that earthly Phyſi- 
cians are Creatures of the ſame Specie with them- 
ſelves, and don't know how the Patient will act 

* when he is gone from him; but God, that ſees 
8 our Thoughts and Actions, and gives us 

Power to act, cannot be deceved; and as we judge 
it great Weakneſs, or UnfSfulnek in an earthly 
Phyſician, that has a Patient under Cure of a malig- 
nant Fever, if he doth not leave ſtrict Orders with 
the Perſon that is to be the Nurſe, that they ſtir not 
out of the Room; nor ſuffer the ſick Perſon to go 

into the Cold; or eat ſuch Fruits as would hinder 
the Remedy from taking Effect. Then, what Con- 
tempt is thrown on our God-Phyſician, by this Au- 

F thor ? For he muſt not think him omniſcient, that 
1 will both give him Leave to go into the Cold, and 
0 eat ſuch Fruits that would prevent the Remedy 
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F that he had put into his Mouth, to effect the Cure 
4 bs This is atheiltical Traſh, 3 
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